
Encouraging Successful Grant Writing 
 
Grant providers are in the business of making grants.  They want you to be 
successful. 

Ask for the forms or the web link and then ask if you are not sure of something.  
They WANT you to ask successfully.  That is their business.  Believe. 

 
It is their money.  They make the rules.  Hum this as you work. 
 
Competition is tough.  What makes your project the best one to fund in keeping 
with your mission and the mission of this grant-making agency?  Do you have a new 
term or idea that will POP in your ask? 
   
Do your research.   

If they fund swimming pools only and only for middle schools and only in 
Alaska; do not ask them for books for babies in a public library in Iowa!  It is 
their money.  They make the rules.  Are you humming? 
 

Do not fudge technical requirements. 
Use their form. 
Use their preferred submission method:  In print?  Single side?  Single spaced?  
Online?  As a specific kind of attachment to an email?  Only in the body of an 
email?   
Forget microscopic fonts meant to cram poorly thought out information into the 
space allowed. 
Skip margin adjustments to nearly zero to cram poorly thought out information 
into the space allowed. 
Forget listing 14 points when 3 are requested. 
Never leave parts of form blank unless directions indicate such a possibility.  
Proof-read in addition to using any spelling and grammar checker. 
Type or keyboard information rather than writing by hand. 
Follow signature requirements exactly. 
It is their money.  They make the rules and the forms!  Humming along. 
 

Attach or add only and exactly what is requested. 
 
Have an editorial or peer review. 

Have someone who knows very little about your purpose for the funding, read 
your grant in its entirety and evaluate it.  If this person cannot give a coherent 
description of what you want and what you will do with the funding; start over.  
   
Have someone who knows technical details read your grant looking for mis-
spellings, grammatical errors, and whether you have met all technical 
requirements.  Spel-chek will not be good enough. 
   



Read it out loud word-by-word.  Often a better way will be spoken although it is 
not the way that point has been written.  Consider rewriting the way it was 
spoken. 

 
Meet all deadlines. 

Late is not an option.  It is their money.  They make the rules. 
 

If a personal presentation is to be made; follow all the rules.  Know your stuff and be 
able to answer their questions and/or to show how great it can be for the funding 
group’s purposes to fund your project.  Practice out loud is a good thing. 
 
Do the Follow-up. 

This is often but not always a condition of the grant.  If a final report or follow-up 
report is required; do it, do it as required, and do it on time.  If you ever want 
another grant funded by them or by anyone else, remember it is their money.  
They make the rules. 
 

Say Thank You. 
 Whether your request is funded or not.  Keep the door open for another request. 
 
Did you remember that it is their money and they make the rules? 
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