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  Message from Darlene Neumann of Two 
Voices Storyteling.com 

 
Actor, Lee Thompson of TV's Rizzolli 
& Isles, recently passed away. 
His family will donate his memorials 
to the Young Storytellers Foundation. 
Only 29, Thompson had quite the 
acting career and knew the value of 
the art of storytelling.  The goal of the 
Foundation is "to raise awareness 
of the arts for underprivileged 
kids".  Darlene wrote: "I felt this was 
fitting 
tribute to a young man whose life 
ended too soon." 
 Actor, Nicolas Cage said, "Actors have 
an opportunity to use storytelling 
as a way to solve pain."   
 Darlene continues: " As storytellers, 
we knew we can use storytelling to ease 

   Heroic Deeds  
 

With September 11th upon us, it is 
always important not only to remem-

ber the many souls that were lost 
or  the many lives that were 

saved but also the important sto-
ries that came out of this event. I 
was at the American History Mu-

seum during the 10th Anniversary 
and I went through the exhibit of 
9/11 and throughout my walk, I 
realized that although the people 

who wore these clothes or used the 
items were not present the objects 

themselves told their story. Like the 
briefcase with dust particles still on 

the outside  that belonged to a 
women who worked in one of the 

towers and was brought back to her 
from a total stranger who found it a 
couple blocks down the street. Or, 

the Pentagon telephone from a 
gentleman who was talking with 
his wife before the plane crashed 

into the building. Each of the 
artifacts shine a beacon of light 
on the importance of how our 
stories have an impact on the 

world around us. They are teach-
able moments for us to reflect 
on and learn, laugh, cry, and 

hope. May we never forget the 
tragic moments of 9/11 and we 

always preserve our stories.  
-Zach Stier 
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What’s on the Menu?  

Register for the  

Iowa Library Association  

Conference  

Register now for the ILA Conference: 
Iowa Library Association,  

525 SW 5th Street, Suite A, Des Moines, Iowa 
50309   phone:  

515-282-8192 
   www.iowalibraryassociation.org  

Laura Simms  

 

The special power of storytelling 
to transform and prevent bully-
ism lies in the way in which 
imagination is engendered. It 
grounds young listeners to direct 
relationship to their own feel-

ings about distance and intimacy. Each participant 
will create a personal story exploring the way visual 
detail heals reactivity and sets the ground for re-
framing inner narratives. 

Each participant is ask to bring a notebook with 
pen and markers.  

 

Begins Thursday at 2:00 pm.   

tel:515-282-8192
http://www.iowalibraryassociation.org


Minutes from Clear Lake Festival 
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Minutes for SR  by Cathy VanBrocklin and Duffy De France  Storytellers' Roundtable 

Executive Board Meeting   at Clear Lake, Iowa  Friday, July 

26 2013  Present: 

Duffy De France, Zach Stier, Kolleen Taylor, Cathy Van-

Brocklin, Pat Coffie, Merri Monks, Jean Casey and guest: 

Maureen Korte 

1. Festivals and opportunity information is available on 

Facebook at Storytellers’ Roundtable of ILA.  

2.  Iowa Public Radio:  Maureen Korte, Pat Coffie and 

Duffy De France were guests on "Talk of Iowa" with Charity Nebbe on July 25th (live 

broadcast 10-11am) Go tohttp://iowapublicradio.org/programs/talk-iowa-ipr-news-and-

studio-one and scroll down the page to find and listen to the recording.  Power Dave had 

his photo taken by Pat at the Cedar Falls station,  Producer Ben Stanton wants to have a 

storytelling  

program each year on IPR.  The three tellers gave ideas and contact info to IPR. 

1.  Jean Casey invited everyone to continue their Iowa Storytelling festival activities. 

2.  SR members enjoyed the ride on the Ghost Boat Friday, and attended the Saturday 

story sessions in the park.  Plus, they attended the Friday workshop with Connie Regan 

Blake.. 

3. Kolleen invited everyone to attend Story! Festival in Story City, Sept 20-22. 

4. Duffy invited everyone to attend the West Liberty Children's Festival downtown 

West Liberty, Setp. 28  10am to 3pm, with free puppet shows and activities for families. 

Puppeteers will be attending from North Carolina, Wisconsin, Minnesota and Iowa. 

5. Maureen Korte indicated interest in joining ILA and SR.  We look forward to her 

sharing info from the Culterall and Two Rivers Story Spinners. 

6. National Conferences - Since the meeting, Pat Coffie has attended the National  

7. Storytelling Conference in Richmond, Virginia in early August, taking along Power 

Dave.  Duffy attended the Puppeteers of America Convention at Swarthmore Col-

lege new Philadelphia in early August, taking along mascot: Super Sally Storytel-

ling Bear, (Power Dave's wife).   

8. Members are reminded to pay both ILA and SR dues, and send in the fall confer-

ence registration. 

9. ILA Fall Conference Update:  a)Pat will be the official driver for Laura Simms, who 

will be the banquet speaker and have 2 sessions on Thursday.  She will speak at 

Wartburg College on Wednesday.  Joining SR as sponsors of her sessions are YSS 

and the trustees. 

10. To celebrate our 30th anniversary, SR will have a booth in the exhibit hall this year. 

11. Pat is putting together two gift baskets, one for the ILAF silent auction. Members 

may send donated items to Pat Coffie. Contact Pat by email: mae-

maude@webiowaplus.net 

12. Zach will send out the contact information for the SR video he is creating so mem-

bers can view it. 

13. Stories After Hours will be held Thursday evening after the banquet at the conven-

tion hotel in the Iowa Writers Room.  This is an informal story-sharing event.  If 

you've ever attended you know it is one of the highlights of the annual conference. 

Members are encouraged to send agenda item to Zach or Duffy for the SR business 

meeting. 

14. Publications: a)Kolleen was thanked for the great newsletter we all received in 

July.  Watch for the next newsletter in September.  b)Pat was thanked for producing 

and updating the Story Calendar.   

http://iowapublicradio.org/programs/talk-iowa-ipr-news-and-studio-one
http://iowapublicradio.org/programs/talk-iowa-ipr-news-and-studio-one
mailto:maemaude@webiowaplus.net
mailto:maemaude@webiowaplus.net


Other Events Around Iowa and the U.S.  

What’s Being Said on Our FaceBook Page?  

Illinois Storytelling Festival  - Family Festival of Stories. October 18, 2013  Dominican University, Fine Arts Building River For-
est, Illinois  Stories begin at 7pm, featuring Beth Horner, Kucha & Baba Tony.  Tickets - $5 

World Food & Music Festival Cultural Discovery Pavillion 
  Now in its ninth year, the World Food & Music Festival is known as one of the top celebrations  of global culinary culture in the 
Midwest.  The three-day Festival welcomes more than 75,000 people every year.  The 2013 Festival will take place Fri.-Sun., Sept 
20-22 in the Historic East Village in Downtown Des Moines. A new addition is the Cultural Discovery Pavilion, which will host 
cultural vibrant education programs, such as hands-on demonstrations, storytelling, puppetry, displays of traditional/cultural 
dress, musical/instrumental demonstrations, or interactive children's activities.  Maggie is asking for help from resource groups, 
community leaders and cultural organizations " to gauge interest for involvement and to make these dynamic programs happen."  
For more details: Facebook: World Food and Music Festival email Amy Yost at ayost@downtowndesmoines.com  

Darlene Neumann of TwoVoicesStorytelling.com is inviting everyone to attend a concert featuring Donald Davis at Highland 
Park, Illinois.  The concert is to held Wednesday, Sept 11, 2013 at Elm Place Middle School Auditorium, Highland Park, at 
7:00pm.  Darlene will also tell a story and introduce Donald Davis.  Mr. Davis will present a free workshop on Thursday, Sept 12, 
7pm to 8:30pm at the Highland Park Public Library. Please call Darlene Neumann for more information at 847-775-0095 or email 
her at LDNEU@concast.net.  Tickets: $10 for adults  $5 for kids 18 and younger 

News items:  Facebook page update: Our weekly page update from August 14th: 
  Weekly Total Reach - 689 
   Talking about this (page) - 67 
 
Wow! Connie Regan-Blake, storyteller who gave a dynamite workshop on Friday during 
the Iowa Storytelling Festival in Clear Lake (July 26) can be reached at  
 connie@storywindow.com   or www.StoryWindow.com or 
 Story Window   P. O. Box 2898 Asheville, North Carolina  28802  828-258-1113  She is available for concerts, storytelling programs 
and workshops.   
Calendar: 
  Moonshell Storytelling Festival -presented by Nebraska StoryArts 
  Sept 14,2013  Mahoney State Park. 
  Featuring - Andy Offutt Irwin, Beth Horner, Catherine Brophy, and 
  Al Batt  Contact Nebraska StoryArts at 402-551-4532 
  www.nebraskastoryarts.org 
 
  Story! Story Festival in Story City, Iowa featuring: Eulenspiegel Puppet  
  Theatre Company, Lance Mack as Abraham Lincoln, and Stephen Trafton's 
   Living Letters  September 20-22, 2013  chamber@storycity.net 
   Storytellers' Roundtable of ILA is making plans for members and interested 
   storytellers to meet for brunch Sunday morning at 10am.  Those interested 
   to attend can contact Duffy De France at 563-607-3213 
 
   Association for Rural & Small Libraries Conference    "Empowering Small 
   Libraries"  Sept 25-28, 2013  Omaha, NE    www.arsl.info 
   
   West Liberty Children's Festival    September 28,2013  West Liberty, Iowa 
    Activities take place downtown West Liberty and Ron-De-Voo Park, 10:00AM 
    to 3:00pm  Puppet companies from Minnesota, Iowa, Wisconsin, North Carolina 
    will be performing.  Puppet Slam for adults and mature teens will be held in the 
    evening on Sept. 27.  Place to be determined.  www.puppetspuppets.com 
    owlglass@avalon.net   Facebook: Eulenspiegel Puppet Theatre Company 
 
    National Storytelling Festival   October 4-6,2013  Jonesborough, TN 
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