
The Story 

   Have you every thought what your 
life would be like without stories in 
it?  It’s a bland thought….no stories 
about your siblings before you were 
born, no memories of your grand-
parents, no tidbits of personal histo-
ry, or history of our nation or our 
world. 
    Storytellers’ are responsible for 
telling the history of our world, long 
before we had the ability to speak or 
even write.  Even our animal world 
seems to have a way to convey sto-
ries….we know when they have been 
abused, or loved just by the way 
their bodies, faces and actions convey pain, 
hurt and lack of love 
   Oral historians are another way of ex-
plaining what Storytellers CAN do….how 
they do it ranges from the very dull and 
boring recitation of facts, to engaging dra-
matic presentations.  The official term 
“Storyteller” seems to reflect the ability to 
tell the story and entertain both. 
     The Storytellers’ Roundtable began over 
30 years ago, hoping to teach, learn, share 
and entice new young librarians to en-
hance their skills and appreciation for the 
Art of Storytelling.   
     This roundtable has been heavily in-
volved with offering programming ideas 

for ILA conferences, pre-conferences and 
has hosted the Story After Hours for many 
years.   
    The slate of existing officers is located on 
page 2.  If you would like to offer your time 
and service to this organization, this is 
when we need you most!  There is a form 
to fill out that you can mail back, anony-
mously, sending in nominations, or submit 
nominees by email to President, Duffy De-
France at duffyde@puppetspuppets.com or 
to Cathy Van Brocklin, secretary at cvan-
brocklin@amespubliclibrary.org.  It’s a 
commitment you can be proud to have 
made. 

Time to step into Leadership Roles! 
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Storytellers 
Roundtable 

NEEDS YOU...so 
RENEW your  

membership for 
 Continuing Education 

opportunities all year  

 Regular opportunities 
to connect with others 
interested in           
Storytelling 

 Regular promotion of 
Regional Storytelling 
Events 

 Cost is only $5 

Iowa Library Association —2016 Conference Preview! 
   From  a fun pre-conference combining mu-
sic and literacy, to workshops teaching how 
to incorporate puppets into Storytime, the 
Storytellers’ Roundtable officers are deep in 
the planning stages of the 2016 Conference.   

   Special sessions being co-sponsored also 
includes a panel of libraries doing a wide vari-

ety of Outreach Programs….from young to 
old, in addition to a session that focuses on 
how to make the young men….and older 
ones too, get excited about reading.  It’s all 
ahead in October, and we hope you are all 
making plans to be there! 

   So mark the dates: Oct. 12.,13 & 14. 2016! 



Early-bird deadline this week 
Northlands Storytelling Network April 28 through May 1 
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Duffy De France—Co-Chair 

   duffyde@puppetspuppets.com 

Zach Stier—Vice-Chair 

   zstier@boone.lib.ia.us  

Cathy Van Brocklin—Secretary 
   cvanbrocklin@amespubliclibrary.org 

Website: 
   http://www.iowalibraryassociation.org/index.php/
storytellers-roundtable 
Facebook: 
   Storytellers Roundtable ILA 
ListServ: 
  storytellers@iowalibraryassociation.org 
Kolleen Taylor-(newsletter editor ) 
   scbbpl@windstream.net  

Storytellers’ Roundtable 
of ILA 

    It’s a long weekend just when the wintry north is 
trying to show its best appeal as spring starts to open 
it’s arm to embrace visitors back into their beautiful 
wooded settings.  And it’s time for the best North 
Central storytelling extravaganza, where all the world 
is invited to come and share their stories, and listen to 
some of the very best. 

    Those involved with festivals or events around Iowa 
who are looking for talent, should consider venturing 
up north for this, as here is where we can find some 
exceptional talent….and most are eager to come to 
libraries and communities, especially if they have any 

budget at all, or have connections to nearby           
communities to do multiple bookings at the same time. 

     What are storytellers but libraries with a voice? It’s 
a chance to bring the stories to life with a person 
choosing to tell about historical true events, repeat 
folk tales, enchanting young and old with their   
whimsical interpretations of the old stories that are 
sometimes long forgotten or lost amongst our shelves.  
As they bring these stories to life, libraries have an 
opportunity to pull out the original versions, or       
alternative versions to share.  The early bird deadline 
is APRIL 14 for discounted pricing, so register quick-

Storytelling study gives insight on Storytelling as user or profession 
    Storytelling is a term used broadly by librarians.  Stories that 
are written down, and read by librarians, family members or chil-
dren to each other sometimes are described as storytellers.  In 
reality those who read aloud from a book are not true storytell-
ers, but they reap material from those who are able to weave a 
good story, whether it is a folk tale passed down over genera-
tions and presented on a formal stage, or a writer who is creating 
an original story and chooses to put it to print.   
    Storytelling is not only about the presentation of a family story 
in an exciting or funny way, but is also a profession, one which is 
often undervalued.  Referred to as “Oral Art”, in a survey con-
ducted in October  by Settle Stories, which is being shared on 
their website (http://settlestories.org.uk), there is much to be 
learned about the goals of those who perform as Storytellers, 
ranging from the preservation of the art, entertainment and inspi-
ration, educational, to raise perception as an art form and finally 
as a means of income. 
    The surprises in the survey was the obstacles storytellers’ 
face.  Although those working in the profession have a wide vari-
ability in skill, the Storytellers success doesn’t seem to equate to 
a living wage.  Part of this may be that so many feel “Storytelling” 
is just for children, not recognizing the level of this skill to that of 
a comedian, actor or public speaker.  It also indicates a compro-
mised quality of a performance, when in reality, those truly 
blessed with the skills of a Professional Storyteller, are honing 
their craft, practicing regularly, and seeking venues to raise 
awareness of their art. 

    It concluded that the professional Storytellers are not only 
skilled, but passionate about their work, yet there is currently 
frustration created from the misunderstanding of the profession.  
Next to the librarians who “read all day”, the profession of Story-
telling needs to be understood as viable as an art form, and 
quality performances heralded and re-inforced. 



Find us on  
FACEBOOK!!! 

2016 CALENDAR 
Sunday, April 21—10 a.m. 
The Moth (National Public Radio) 
 Hoyt Sherman Place 
Des Moines, Iowa in Des Moines  
 
Iowa Storytelling Festival 
(sponsored by Clear Lake Public Library) 
Friday/Saturday, July 22 & 23, 2016 
Ghost Boat—Friday—July 22 
Under the Tent—Clear Lake City Park 
Clear Lake, Iowa 
clplib@netins.net 
 
Storytellers’ Roundtable Annual Meeting 
Saturday, July 23—2 pm/ Clear Lake, IA 
 
National Storytelling Network Conference 
Marriott Country Club Plaza 
July 21-24, 2016 
Kansas City, MO 
www.storynet.org 
 
The Great Regional Puppet Festival 
Holiday Inn Express 
August 4—6, 2016  
St. Louis, MO 
PuppetFestivalSTL.org 
 
Story! Festival—Story City—10th Anniversary 
September 15-17, 2016 
Story City, Iowa  www.storycity.net/story-festival 
chamber@storycity.net  
 
West Liberty Children’s Festival 
September 17, 2016 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
West Liberty, IA 
www.puppetspuppets. com 
 
National Storytelling Festival ( Sponsored by    In-
ternational Storytelling Center Network) 
Oct. 7-9 2016  
Jonesborough, TN 
http://www.storytellingcenter.net/festival/  
 
Stories After Hours sponsored by ILA Roundtable 
at Iowa Library Association Conference 
9 p.m. October 13, 2016 @  
The Richards House Bed & Breakfast 
Dubuque, Iowa 
 
Ghosting! / The Talent Factory 
October 28, 2016 
Nevada, Iowa 
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StoryTales are bits and    piec-
es of news about storytelling.  Our 
priority will be news around Iowa, but 
any bits of information can be added 
if there is adequate room.   
From Duffy:  Planning to have a 
booth at ILA again this year with  
some musical storytelling ideas , so 
be sure to stop by and see what we 
have cooking for this years display. 
From Kolleen:  The StoryFest! In 
Story City is being revamped slightly, 
with a change in leadership as prior 
chamber director has moved to a new 
position.  This years’ event will still be 
the 3rd weekend of September, but 
will have three organizations working 
together:  Story City Historical Socie-
ty, Story City Greater Chamber of 
Commerce and the Bertha Bartlett 
Public Library.  Come see how this 
works September 17-19 2016! 
From Duffy:  The Eulenspiegel   
Puppet Theatre  Company will be 
having a workshop where they will 

teach how to 
make and take 
puppets as part 
of your chil-
dren’s sto-
rytime.  This 
workshop 
should be hap-
pening on Thursday after noon, Octo-
ber 13. (Keep watching for details!) 
From Duffy:  If you have never gone 
to Stories after Hours,  it normally is 
held somewhere in the conference 
hotel.  This year we will be moving it 
to the Richards House Bed & Break-
fast.  This move will allow us to ex-
pand the stories with music, puppets 
and ghost stories. 
From Duffy:  Debbie Stanton of the 
Washington Library is our representa-
tive to the Executive Board of ILA.. 
 

 

  

Financial Report—Feb. 2016 
Unapproved by ILA Executive Board 

Storytellers’ Roundtable of  ILA 
Balance 1/1/16   $814.82 
Dues        65.00 
Other    $    0.00 
Total Available Funds                  $ 879.82 
Less Expenses to date                    0.00 
Balance in account              $ 879.82 
Remember to include Storytellers’ Roundtable in your budget     
planning when you send your dues to the Iowa Library Association!  
Summer workshops and dues together pay for ILA conference   
workshops.  Registration online is: 

http://www.iowalibraryassociation.org/ 

                    Or mail to: 
Iowa Library Association,  

525 SW 5th Street, Suite A, 
Des Moines, Iowa  50309 

StoryTales! 
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NOMINATIONS FOR STORYTELLERS’ ROUNDTABLE  
2017 –2019 Officers 

 
  I would like to nominate the following people for officers for the 2017-
2019 (2 year terms) 
 
President:  ________________________________________________ 
 
Vice President:  _____________________________________________ 
 
Secretary:  _________________________________________________ 
 
 Current officers are not able to serve.  (This includes Newsletter edi-
tor).  Existing officers are willing to offer guidance, but personal circum-
stances are prohibiting future long-term commitments.   
  For the Storyteller’s Roundtable to continue, we MUST have new lead-
ership, and the direction this organization takes, will be theirs.   
 
Please  email to duffde@puppetspuppets.com or brock-
lin@amespubliclibrary.org or complete and mail this form to: 
 

Cathy Van Brocklin, Secretary 
Ames Public Library 
515 Douglas Avenue 

Ames, IA  50010 


