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A Report from Duffy  

 

 
Zach and I are beginning to work on our summer issue of Story 

Soup.  SR members, Pat Coffie and Cathy Van Brocklin attended  

Northlands Storytelling Network Conference in Lake Geneva,         

Wisconsin.  We are preparing  2 baskets (one to be donated to ILAF and 

one for SR) with a frog theme and donated items can be sent to Pat Cof-

fie in Waverly, Iowa.  Pat will be a featured storyteller of the Iowa Sto-

rytelling Festival the last weekend in July in Clear Lake, Iowa.  SR 

plans to participate in Friday workshop and support the Festival.  For 

ILA Conference, we will be sponsoring 2 sessions, have an exhibit 

booth, have Stories After Hours on Thursday, and present the Power of 

Story Award during the Conference sometime.  

 

Like Us on Facebook: 
 

 We encourage ILA members to like us and friend us on Facebook: 

Storytellers' Roundtable of ILA. When you like us on Facebook you 

will be able to have a conversation with other storytellers and know 

about news related to the storytelling  
 

 Like Us! 
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Story Bug Resource  

Last one for the day. This is my column from Storytelling Magazine,   

June/July 2013. There are stories to celebrate Canada Day, Thread the Needle  Day,  

Cat Adoption Month, Cow Appreciation Day and Yellow Pig Day. Honest, I know  

 I'm a storyteller but I'm not making this up! Have fun!  

http://karenchace.blogspot.com/2014/03/stor-e-telling-june-july-2013.html 

 Karen Chace 

Spotlight on Joyce Amdor  

Joyce has been a long-time member of Storytellers' Roundtable and has been an officer of SR at 

various times, serving graciously and effectively. She has participated in SR business meetings, 

as well as SR storytimes, for instance, at the Dubuque Public Library and the River Museum in 

Dubuque. Plus, she has been chair of YSS (when it was known as CYP) and vice chair. Joyce 

was hired as Children's Librarian in Denison, Iowa in 1986, after she completed her Associate of 

Arts degree from Iowa Western Community College. At that time the Children’s Department, 

was located in a new addition and was not completely furnished. 

Joyce worked for three weeks with her predecessor, Fran Woodruff, who introduced to her the 

arts of storytelling and puppetry. Joyce declares that, "I had eleven wonderful years in that posi-

tion, During that time we won the Summer Reading Program award at ILA three years and tied a 

fourth year. We had some grand stunts during those programs. One year we had our final pro-

gram in Morningside Park.. We talked to the local Blue Bunny distributor who donated several 

gallons of ice cream. We pre-scooped the ice cream and kept it frozen in the Methodist Church's 

kitchen across the street from the library. We filled a plastic swimming pool with those scoops of 

ice cream, making a huge mound! We invited kids to squirt chocolate and strawberry syrup all 

over it, then serving in paper cups with our hands, wearing plastic food service gloves. We suf-

fered from frostbite - in July! Another time we had a carnival for our final program of "Under 

The Big Top". The most popular booth was "Throw a Pie at a Librarian". We squirted whipped 

cream on paper plates and one of our staff volunteered to be the target on the condition that we 

hose her off, every so often!”  

Joyce remembers one incident most vividly: "In 1995, the year I was coming back to work from 

having chemo for breast cancer, just in time to do the promotional visits to the schools for the 

Summer Reading Program. I was still wearing a wig (although none of the kids knew that) and 

my challenge was to them was this: If over 300 kids enrolled in Summer Reading Program I 

would get a buzz haircut. We had 311 enrolled that year, and all of them came the first day to see 

if I would meet the challenge. It was the first time I appeared in public without my wig and it did 

very much like a buzz haircut. For months after that, kids would come up to me on the street and 

say, 'You're the library lady that buzzed her hair. Awesome!' -Duffy  

 



 

 

Story Walk in Boone, Iowa  

With permission from Mo Willems agent, we were able to take his 

book, Kunffle Bunny and resize the pages to become lawn signs. These 

signs were placed in the ground along a trail we created for families. It 

was a wonderful experience to watch families interact with each other 

and use reading skills they are being taught in storytime. This is the 

link to the article:  

 

http://newsrepublican.com/news/story-walk-delights-parents-

children.html  

 

 Shadow Puppetry and Success with Kids 

 

Darrin Crow of Cedar Rapids, Iowa presented Shadow Puppetry in a workshop at the 

Northlands Storytelling Network’s Conference, April, 2014.  His room was filled 

with energy and excitement as he shared the art, the craft and, best of all, the suc-

cessful involvement of the kids with whom he shares storytelling and puppetry.   I 

was there and too excited to remember to take pictures. 

 

It was one of those sessions where you need to be careful about asking for help be-

cause the response will be so immediate and so great.  When all were invited up to 

talk and touch the puppets and stages after Darrin’s formal presentation, you could 

almost see the electricity and energy released in the room.  

 

One of the joys of Darrin’s presentation was the always-present emphasis on the 

children and youth involved and the people touched through his play with shadow 

puppets. 

 

 Photo is from Darrin’s Facebook page just to show the joy he brings.  He’ll be 

around in Iowa and out there.  Look for an opportunity to enjoy his suggestions in 

your programming. (Photo on the next page)  
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Facts for the Month  
 

 It takes glass one million years to decompose, which means it never 

wear out and can be recycled an infinite amount of times! 

 

 Gold is the only metal that doesn't rust, even if it's buried in the 

ground for thousands of years. 

 

 Your tongue is the only muscle in your body that is attached at only 

one end. 

 If you stop getting thirsty, you need to drink more water. When a hu-

man body is dehydrated, its thirst mechanism shuts off. 

 

 Zero is the only number that cannot be represented by Roman numer-

als. 

   

 Kites were used in the American Civil War to deliver letters and news-

papers. 

 

 The song, Auld Lang Syne, is sung at the stroke of midnight in almost 

every English-speaking country in the world to bring in the new year.= 

 

 Drinking water after eating reduces the acid in your mouth by 61 per-

cent. 

 

 The roar that we hear when we place a seashell next to our ear is not 

the ocean, but rather the sound of blood surging through the veins in 

the ear. 

 

  Nine out of every 10 living things live in the ocean 

 

Don’t forget to pay your dues and include $5.00 for Storytellers Roundtable.  



 

Photos from Northlands  

 

Cathy Van Brocklin, 

Northlands 

 

 

 

   Darrin Crow 

 

 

Vintage shadow puppets 

from Pat Coffie’s father  
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