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Are we overprotecting our children? Are we keeping our children from discov-

ery, from using their imaginations and creativity?  In the March 19, 2014 issue of 

the Atlantic magazine, Hanna Rosin reposts a quote from the British Consumer 

Product Safety Commission that "We are creating sterile and boring play (and I 

would add "school" to this) environments that lacks challenge, and so prevents 

children from expanding their learning and stretching their abilities."   

    In the magazine article Hanna talks about the work of Kyung-Hee Kim, an 

educational psychologist with the College of William and Mary and an author of 

the 2011 research paper: "The Creativity Crisis" which quotes: "Children in the 

last 25 to 30 years have become less emotionally expressive, less energetic, less 

talkative and verbally expressive, having less humor and imagination, less lively, 

less passionate, less perceptive, and less apt to connect and less likely to see 

things from a different angle." Kim also noted that children today do not have 

the ability to elaborate or take an idea and expand it in a novel or creative way. 

     Hanna writes that "the stereotypes about the Millennials have alarmed re-

searchers, teachers and parents enough that some parents and authorities are 

starting to push back and are beginning to cut off some of the parental control." 

She believes that "parents are making themselves miserable by believing they al-

ways have to maximize their children's happiness and success."   

Her article is titled: "The Overprotected Kid: A Preoccupation with Safety that 

Has Stripped Childhood of Independence, Risk-taking, and Discovery.   She ex-

plores some of the new playgrounds, especially in Europe that points to a better 

solution with real items to explore, and not the safe or cookie cutter playground 

equipment. The children with imaginative props are making up their own stories, 

plays, plots, games and play without parental 

intrusion.  She suggests these books and articles for further info: 

    Duct-Tape Parenting, Baby Knows Best, The Kids Will Be Fine, and Jennifer 

Senior in her new book: All Joy and No Fun. –Duffy 
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Northlands Storytelling Conference Information 

 
Hello Northlanders! 

The Fringe performances have been announced for our upcoming Northlands 

Storytelling Conference. Its a great lineup! 

 

Go to http://www.northlands.net/conference/evenings/ to see all the 

Concerts, Fringes, Slams and Swaps happening this year. 

 

Our workshops are great, too! 

 

Register today! 

 

7 days of practice and performance, feedback & discovery. Join us for this week-long 

storytelling workshop in Asheville, NC and encourage your stories to come out of the 

shadows.  Enjoy a whole-life approach to being a teller, one in which "telling" is as 

much about listening to yourself and the world around you as it is about skills and 

preparation to tell, whether it is a family gathering, a  business presentation or a festi-

val audience. 

 



Storytelling Workshops  

Is this your time to tell a (new) story? 2014 Storytelling Workshops 

 

Register now for any of Connie's Asheville workshops and receive a discount. 

 

Mention 'newsletter' and  receive a gift! 

 

March 29, 2014  "Finding the Storyteller in 

You"  

 

Come to a one-day storytelling workshop to: 

 

* develop your skill in telling stories, 

* explore the legacy of memories, 

* gain confidence in speaking 

* connect with your listeners. 

 

Everyone is welcome: writers, teachers, sales professionals, grandparents, youth 

 workers, ministers, attorneys,  & all those curious. 

 

"Taking Your Story to the Stage" 

 

*May  2-5 "Taking Your Story to the Stage" 

A storytelling intensive for returning students with a public performance opportunity 

at Asheville's "WordFest."  Contact Connie [mailto:connie@storywindow.com] for eligibility 

details and to register. 

 

* May 4, 3:00 pm Asheville Art Museum "Brush of Life: An Afternoon of Storytelling" 

 Performances by participants in "Taking Your Story to the Stage" workshop intensive. 
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 2014 Calendar Highlights: 

 
February & March 

Western North Carolina school and library performances 

March 29 

Asheville, NC Finding the Storyteller in You A day-long workshop 

April 1-2 

Chattanooga, TN Available for area performances 

April 25-27 

Lake Geneva, WI Northlands Storytelling Conference Connie is presenting a 

Master's Class and more. 

May 2-5 

Asheville, NC Taking Your Story to the Stage Storytelling intensive with per-

formance opportunities. 

May 4 

Asheville, NC Wordfest at Art Museum "Brush of Life: An Afternoon of Sto-

rytelling" Workshop participants perform; 3pm 

June 21 

New Orleans, LA Alumni Weekend: Experience Loyola Again Connie will be 

teaching an enrichment class at her Alma Mater 

July 12 

Bakersville, NC Toe River Storytelling Festival 

July 24-27 Phoenix, AZ National Storytelling Conference  

August 3-9, 2014 Asheville, NC 9th Annual StoryWindow Retreat & Adven-

ture  

August 28-30 Orem, UT Timpanogos Storytelling Festival 

Don’t forget to pay your dues and include $5.00 for Storytellers Roundtable.  



 

Iowa Library Association Conference Update 

 
Early in February, we took a small trip to Cedar Rapids to explore The 

African American Museum and the National Czech and Slovak Mu-

seum. We would like to extend our  thanks for the staff who took the 

time to meet with us.  

 

We are happy to report that the each museum has something to offer 

our group and benefit the Iowa Library family. The African American 

Museum has traveling exhibits for libraries to request for display at 

their library. The Czech and Slovak Museum is working on their out-

reach efforts to local libraries. They have a fantastic story room where 

citizens wanting to tell their story can do so.   

 

We look forward to their support for the conference in October.  

National Czech and Slo-

vak Museum  

 

The African American Museum of Iowa  
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