
 

 

 

GREETINGS TO STORYTELLERS’ ROUNDTABLE 
MEMBERS AND FRIENDS. 

 
The officers of Storytellers' Roundtable have come to the 
conclusion that we must dissolve the subdivision. We have 
tried to find new officers for the past year without success. 
The Storytellers' Roundtable had a good run of 33 years 
actively contributing to the ILA fall conference with 
concurrent sessions, workshops, pre-conferences, storytelling 
and good will. We’ve spread the joy of storytelling and the 
importance of the art of storytelling, networking with other 
story events around Iowa. (STORY! Festival, Iowa Storytelling 
Festival and West Liberty Children’s Festival). Personally the 
Storytellers' Roundtable has given me the opportunity to 
make new friends, meet professional storytellers, access 
storytelling opportunities, and network with other librarians. 
The officers of Storytellers' Roundtable are still available for 
any needed input on storytelling events, hiring a teller, or 
needing references.  

 
The Storytellers' Roundtable Facebook page will continue but 
no longer associated with ILA.  This will still be a great way to 
stay in touch with our storytelling friends.  
 
On a brighter note, the Power of Story Award will continue 
through the efforts of the Youth Services Subdivision.  Watch 
for the next presentation in 2018.  
 
After expenses are paid and proper procedures are followed 
(via by-laws and organizational manuals), Storytellers' 
Roundtable will be dissolved at the end of this year.    
 
A big THANK YOU for your support of Storytellers' 
Roundtable through the years. We wish you success in your 
library and storytelling ventures. Keep in touch. 
 
Sincerely,  
Duffy De France 
Chair (for many years) 
P.O. Box 856 
Muscatine, Iowa 52761 
563-607-3213 

December 2016 

Storytelling Calendar 

Story!	Festival—Story	City	
September	14-16,	2017		
Story	City,	Iowa		
chamber@storycity.net		
http://www.storycity.net/story-festival	
	
West	Liberty	Children’s	Festival		
September	16,	2017	
West	Liberty,	IA		
http://www.puppetspuppets.com	
	
National	Storytelling	Festival		
(International	Storytelling	Center	Network)	
Oct.	6-8,	2017	Jonesborough,	TN	
http://www.storytellingcenter.net/festival/	
	
Iowa	Storytelling	Festival		
(Clear	Lake	Public	Library)	
July	21-22,	2017		
Friday	evening	Ghost	Boat		
Saturday	all	day	free--Under	the	Tent	
Clear	Lake	City	Park,	Clear	Lake,	IA	
https://www.cllibrary.org/iowa-storytelling-
festival/		
	
National	Puppetry	Festival	
July	17	–	22,	2017	
Concordia	University,	St.	Paul,	Minnesota	
http://www.puppeteers.org/national-
puppetry-festival-2017/	
	
National	Storytelling	Network	Conference,		
Marriott	Country	Club	Plaza,		
June	29-July	2,	2017	
Kansas	City,	MO		
http://www.storynet.org	

A Letter from the Chair 
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Storytellers’ Roundtable was busy, as usual 
at the 2016 annual conference.  
 
Ø Storytellers Exhibit Booth 

“Stories and Music Go Hand in Hand” 
Mike Anderson’s dulcimer music lead you to 
our booth. 
(www.dulcimerguy.com) 
We featured Mike’s music 
and stories along with 
Eulenspiegel Puppet 
Theatre (http://www.puppetspuppets.com ) at 
our booth this year. Everyone who visited the 
booth was encouraged to pick up a free kazoo 
and join in the fun.  
 
Storytellers' Roundtable sponsored: 
Ø Concurrent sessions 

o “Guys Read: Gary Metivier” 
Gary gave an in-depth report on his 
research and ideas on how to keep boys 
reading. 
 

o “Outreach: Libraries 
Outside the Walls” 
 

o “One Woman 
Puppet/Pop-up Book” 
Monica Leo and Eulenspiegel Puppet 
Theatre performance. 

 
Ø Stories	After	Hours	

Richards	House	B&B	hosted	this	year’s	
storytelling.	Mike	Anderson,	Monica	Leo,	and	
Angela	Polowy	were	our	special	guests.	Wine	was	
served	along	with	stories,	puppets,	and	music.	We	
were	pleased	to	welcome	an	appearance	from	
Abraham	Lincoln	impersonator,	Kevin	Wood,	
(http://www.mrlincoln.com)	who	had	the	good	
taste	to	attend	our	conference	and	stay	at	the	
Richard’s	House.	

DECEMBER 2016 

Ø Power	of	Story	Award	
The	award	was	presented	on	Friday	morning	at	
the	General	Session	to	Eulenspiegel Puppet 
Theater Company and founders Monica	Leo	
and	Teri	Jean	Breitbach.  

Reporting	on	ILA	Conference	2016,	Dubuque,	Iowa	

Duffy	De	France,	Monica	Leo,	Angela	Polowy.	



 

 3 

 

2

	
2012:		The	second	
award	was	presented	
to	Jean	Casey	for	her	
work	on	the	Iowa	
Storytelling	Festival,	
keeping	it	going	for	25	
years	in	Clear	Lake,	
Iowa,	featuring	local	
storytellers	and	
authors	as	well	as	
nationally	known	
tellers.		

	
2014:	Joyce	Amdor	was	the	recipient	of	the	
third	award.	Over	the	years	Joyce	served	the	
Storytellers'	Roundtable	as	Vice	Chair,	and	
Secretary-Treasurer.	Her	efforts	and	work	was	
honored	as	children’s	librarian	and	director	of	
the	Denison	Public	Library.	Her	support	and	
work	with	local	authors	and	tellers	kept	alive	
the	art	of	storytelling	in	Western	Iowa..		
	
2016:	The	Eulenspiegel	Puppet	Theatre	
Company.	Monica	Leo	and	the	late	Teri	Jean	
Breitbach	were	honored	for	founding	the	
puppet	company,	for	adapting	traditional	
folktales	into	puppet	shows,	and	for	presenting	
Iowa	history	in	many	of	their	newer	shows.	The	
theatre	company	has	been	preserving	and	
growing	the	art	of	puppetry	and	storytelling	on	
a	national	level	as	well	as	in	the	state	of	Iowa	
since	1974.		They	have	performed	in	all	99	
Iowa	counties,	30	
states	and	several	
countries.		They	are	
teaching	a	new	
generation	the	
power	of	puppetry	
to	express	emotions	
and	heal	lives.		
  

1

How	it	Came	About	
Patricia	Coffie	thought	that	Storytellers'	
Roundtable	needed	an	award	and	discussed	it	
with	Duffy	De	France.	Initially	they	wanted	to	
honor	the	late	Dave	Ashcraft,	children’s	
librarian	in	the	Des	Moines	system,	and	long-
time	officer	for	Storytellers'	Roundtable.	While	
brainstorming	they	came	up	with	the	name	and	
purpose	statement.		
1. Recognize quality in furthering 

storytelling for its educational, 
informational, entertainment, and 
literacy-enhancing possibilities. 

2. Focus attention on storytelling 
3. Encourage community involvement for 

librarians and libraries through 
programming that includes storytelling 

4. Build membership in the Storytellers’ 
Roundtable of ILA  
 

Pat	worked	hard	to	get	all	the	paperwork	done	
and	officially	establish	the	award	for	the	first	
presentation	in	2010.	
	
2010:		The	first	award	was	given	to	David	
Ashcraft	posthumously.	His	work	as	a	

storyteller	in	the	Des	
Moines	Public	Library	
and	as	a	dedicated	
officer	of	the	
Storytellers'	
Roundtable	
personified	all	the	
reasons	the	award	
was	established.	His	
wife,	Sally	Ashcraft,	
accepted	the	award.		

The	History	of	The	Power	of	Story	Award	


