
The Story 

    If you read through the old newsletters of the 
Storytellers’ Roundtable, you will experience a 
journey of love that inspires members to      
maintain the path of this organization. 

    Thanks to our faithful 
founding members, this 
Roundtable has remained 
active and vital, sharing   
duties and responsibilities of 
leadership, participation in 
activities around the state, 
and promoting Storytelling at 
ILA functions. 

    The individuals of this 
subdivision have worked 
together to keep the value of 
storytelling  in front of the 
membership of ILA for important reasons.  The 
heart of the library is “The Story”, and if we can’t 
tell it, who will?   

   We have been on a mission to extend the skill 
of storytelling beyond the stories to youth.  

Adults must learn not only to identify the stories 
that have to be retold, but also how to present it so 
the story remains in memories. When a story is told 
to your board members, to your city councils, to a 
community organization, or to a legislator, it is  

imperative that we as librarians are able 
to leave a story with them that helps 
them understand the value of our local 
libraries. 

   Storytelling has always been an avenue 
for teaching and for capturing valuable 
memories to be passed from one      
generation to another.  When we      
represent our libraries, we must learn 
how the stories of our daily tasks impact 
our young, our unemployed, and our 
elderly and explain the challenges that 

we see in their daily lives and how it impacts us.   

   How we tell that story might be the answer to 
how we remain vital in all our communities.  As we 
begin our 30th year, we encourage everyone to find 
their stories, hone their skills, and become part of 
our Story! 

Storytellers’ Roundtable of  ILA enters landmark year! 

   It’s never too early to start 
talking about the ILA fall    
conference with your board of 
directors.  We know everyone 
faces challenges with their 
budgets, and making decisions 
to attend conferences needs to 
begin early! 

    We are always excited for 
conference, as this allows some 
of the very best storytellers in 
the state to gather and share 
their skills.  But even more  
exciting are some of the      
programs and speakers that will 

be with us that will help us do 
our jobs better. 

    For the past few years, the 
Storytellers’ Roundtable has 
worked hard to raise the 
money needed to bring in 
some high caliber speakers to 
the ILA conference.  We have 
been discussing issues ranging 
from bullying to returning vets 
and the impact to our libraries. 

  When we look at the changes 
in our libraries, we find critical 
needs in our work.  To share 
these stories is part of our 

mission.  In recent years, we 
have heard keynote speakers 
address the dying art of      
storytelling in our libraries and 
in our lives, urging us to get 
out there and tell our stories 
better. 

    We will look for you at ILA, 
and if you see that we are 
sponsoring a session, be sure 
to attend.  What you learn at 
ILA not only fulfills CE cred-
its, the stories we tell instill 
professionalism, with a fun and 
creative twist! 

October 16-18, 2013 

Plan to attend ILA Fall Conference in Coralville 
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    Honing skills, making connections, and    
hearing amazing stories in a relaxing and inspir-
ing setting is what makes Northlands such a 
special weekend for Storytelling circles. 
    Northlands Storytelling Network has invited 
presenters from around the U.S. to provide 
workshops, perform stories, share tips, and            
discuss the practice and applications of         
storytelling  at  it’s  best.     
   Earlybirds arriving on Thursday evening have 
a chance to participate in Story Slams and a 
Ghost Story Swap.  Friday morning starts with a 
Master Class with Syd Lieberman, in addition to 
other intensive workshops. Storytelling       
workshops fill Saturday and Sunday.  The tradi-
tion of a drum circle is a favorite highlight for 
past attendees.  Each evening there will be con-
certs and performances with plenty for teachers, 
librarians, seasoned or beginning storytellers.   
   This is a refreshing oasis which will stimulate 
your brain and your heart.    

    Why start a Storytelling Guild at your library?    

   Well...why not?   It’s a perfect environment for sharing 
memories, offering stories from the past, and bringing an 
important part of our community together, from young to 
old.   

   Storytelling guilds take a little management and a lot of 
heart.  You cannot be disappointed with small turnouts, as an 
audience of one is all anyone needs to share a story.   

   We have ventured into this project to bring this artform 
into an organized entity.  Story City had a storytelling group 
which helped with the annual Story! Festival in Story City.  
But due to health and family issues, the organization started 
struggling, and in 2012 had virtually disappeared.  After    
discussions with both the Chamber of Commerce (who   
sponsors the annual Story! Festival) and the Library Board of 

Trustees, it was determined that the library hosting this adult 
program would provide a new avenue for young and old to 
reconnect on many fronts.   

   Each month there is a theme, and an agenda that allows all 
to participate or just listen.  Starting small actually allows the 
timid to grow with the group, overcoming obstacles brought 
on by larger organized groups. 

   Memory Makers was chose as a name because memories 
are something we all have.  And capturing memories takes 
more than a photo, a concept which has been overlooked by  
families who forget to share stories from their parents and 
grandparents.   

    Take a look at your library.  Find a corner, and a cup of 
coffee, and a few minutes of time.  If you tell them, they will 
come! 

Want more professional Training: Northlands Conference April 26-28 
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Starting a Storytelling Guild at your library 

Bertha Bartlett Public Library hosts  Memory Keepers Storytelling Guild 



    The meeting was held on February 20, 2013 at Dinners by Dawn 
Restaurant in Story City.  Attendees: Duffy De France, Zach Stier, 
Kolleen Taylor, Jill Sanders (ILA executive committee liaison), 
Cathy VanBrocklin  
     Cathy brought Power Dave, our new mascot to the meeting.  
Power Dave is a teddy bear donated by Patricia Coffie.  Cathy 
added our logo to his cape and his name to his shirt.  Power Dave 
went home with Duffy to attend storytelling events and activities in 
the Muscatine area. 
     Duffy opened the meeting with a story about meeting Vice 
President Biden.  It involved kissing.  Be sure to ask her for details 
the next time you see her. 
Plans for Storytellers’ Roundtable 30th Anniversary celebration 
at Coralville conference: 
     We will have a booth in the exhibiter’s hall.  Duffy will bring a 
three panel display board.  Zach will create a PowerPoint slideshow 
with photos and video. (Make sure we ask for electrical hook-up)  
We will plan for live storytelling. Kolleen will make a banner for the 
booth.  Duffy is contacting sponsors to help defray expenses.   
Some items we will need to bring: 2-3 folding chairs, extensions 
cord. Duffy is looking in to getting promotional items to give away 
(perhaps ink pens). 
     Duffy suggested we include a display of resource materials for 
returning veterans.  She will contact the counselor at the Muscatine 
Community College who has expertise in this area. 
     Conference planning is looking into getting Dr. Laura Simms for 

the Thursday Banquet speaker.  We will also want to arrange for a 
breakout session with her on Thursday or Friday.  We also need to 
know if Dr. Simms can sell her books at the conference.  Duffy will 
check with Pat Coffie and Beth about progress. 
     After a discussion of finances it was agreed that we need, in writ-
ing, how much money Storytellers’ Roundtable is committing to 
bringing Dr. Simms to the conference.   There was some discussion 
about whether the financial statement on the website is up to date 
at this time. 
       Pat has agreed to donate $250 towards bringing Dr. Simms to 
the conference and is working on getting grants. 
Side note: to locate the financial statement for the subdivision go to 
the ILA website: membership: member central: ILA financial docu-
ments 
       We will be offering to do storytelling at the Coralville, North 
Liberty and Iowa City (and possibly West Liberty) libraries during 
conference week.  Duffy will be available early in the week. Cathy 
will be available on Friday.  We discussed other events coming up 
on our calendar:  
Northlands Storytelling Conference, Lake Geneva IL, April 26-28. 

Kids First Conference, Des Moines, April 29-30 
Iowa Storytelling Festival, 25th year, Clear Lake IA, July 26-27 
STORY! Festival, Story City IA, September 19-22 

     Storytellers’ Roundtable has offered workshops at the Clear 
Lake festival the past two years.  We discussed possible topics for 
this year: Panel discussion on starting a storytelling guild at your 
library. 
     Kolleen asked everyone to send articles to include in the news-
letter.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 pm 
 

Submitted by Cathy VanBrocklin, secretary 
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Storytellers’ Roundtable Minutes 

Financial Report:   
Storytellers’ Roundtable of  ILA 
Balance 1/1/12   $955.10 
Dues    $ 90.00 
Other    $ 30.00 
Total Available Funds                $1075.10 
Less Expenses to date                   0.00 
Balance in account            $1075.10 

(Remember to send your dues to the Iowa Library Association!  
Summer workshops and dues        together pay for ILA confer-
ence workshops.  )   Registration online is: 

http://www.iowalibraryassociation.org/index.php?option=com_
dtregis-
ter&Itemid=720&eventId=12&controller=event&task=individua
lRegister                    Or mail to: 

Iowa Library Association,  
525 SW 5th Street, Suite A, 
Des Moines, Iowa  50309 



   We all have stories to 
tell!  Share your library 
story with us to help us 
celebrate our 30th year! 

2013 CALENDAR 
 
Northlands Storytelling Network                               
Annual Conference 
The Story Spot 
April 25-28, 2013   Lake Geneva, WI 
Info@northlands.net 
 
Kids First! 
April 29-30, 2013  Des Moines, Iowa 
Fran.fessler@lib.state.ia.us 
 
Iowa Storytelling Festival 2013 
25th Annual Festival 
July 26 and 27, 2013   Clear Lake, Iowa 
clplib@netins.net 

National Storytelling Network                           
Annual Conference 
Story!  Seed of Creativity 
August 1-4, 2013  Richmond, VA 
www.storynet.org 

Puppeteers of America Annual Conference 
August 5-10, 2013  Swarthmore, PA 
www.puppeteers.org 

Story! 
September 19-22, 2013  Story City, IA 
chamber@storycity.net 

Association for Rural & Small Libraries          
Empowering Small Libraries 
Sept. 25-28, 2013  Omaha, NE 

www.arsl.info 

West Liberty Children’s Festival 
September 28, 2013  West Liberty, IA 
owlglass@avalon.net 

Iowa Library Association Annual Conference 
Healthy Libraries:  Healthy Communities 
October 16-18, 2013    Coralville, Iowa 
http://www.iowalibraryassociation.org 
 

Make plans to attend on April 29 & 30th 

Storytelling plays role at Kids First  
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    It’s one of the most valuable conferences of the year for children’s 
departments, as this semi-annual event gets ready to kick off in April 
2013! Kid’s First is a two-day conference focusing totally on children: 
from early childhood literacy to teen programming. When the dates 
are announced and registration is finally available, this event is a 
“must attend” activity for most children’s librarians.  This years    
conference will be at the Ramada Tropicana Resort and Conference 
Center,  5000 Merle Hay Road in Urbandale, and registration is $45 
for each day, $90 for both. 

    After attending workshops coordinated by the Storytellers’  
Roundtable in Clear Lake last year, State Children’s librarian, Merri 
Monks started discussions with several Roundtable members about 
adding a storytelling element to the 2013 conference. Several of the 
presenters in Clear Lake will be conducting workshops during Kids 
First.  There will be many different sessions but there will be specific 
presentations on storytelling for different age groups. The workshops 
are not segregated by teen programming all scheduled on one day, 
and early childhood on another day.  This allows those who can only 
attend one day, to attend sessions for all ages and receive plenty of 
diverse training.      

   In addition, Monday evening there will be a Storytelling Festival 
which will begin at 7 p.m.  Opening with a magic show by Rick 
Eugene Brammer, there will be a chance to listen to stories from 
some of our regular storytellers, in addition to an open mike.  If you 
have a story you would like to share, contact Merri Monks will be 
coordinating this event.  If you are not sure if you are comfortable, 
you can attend the festival and listen to others.   

      The opening keynote speaker is Dipesh Navsaria, M.D., M.L.S.  a 
pediatrician who also holds a library degree. Also speaking during the 
two days are authors Trent Reedy, (“Words in the Dust” and 
“Stealing Air” )  Dori Hillstead Butler, (author of 25 children’s picture 
books, and winner of the 2011 Edgar Award for “The Buddy Files: 
Case of the Lost Boy) and John Corey Whaley.  Whaley’s first book, 
“Where Things Come Back,” won both the Printz and the Morris 
Award.  His focus is realistic Young Adult fiction. 

mailto:Info@northlands.net
mailto:Fran.fessler@lib.state.ia.us
mailto:clplib@netins.net
http://www.storynet.org
http://www.puppeteers.org
mailto:chamber@storycity.net
http://www.arsl.info
mailto:owlglass@avalon.net
http://www.iowalibraryassociation.org


     (One component of storytelling, is the use of puppets, as most 
children’s librarians know.  This story, contributed by Pat Coffie, is an 
example of how puppets can bring out a story when nothing else will 
heal)  

   In the days when Waverly Public Library was 
building its programming, the Children’s Services 
librarian was sometimes necessary in two places at 
the same time.  That is why I took the six    pre-
schoolers down to the meeting room to try out the 
new stage we had made out of a        powdered milk 
drum from the local milk packaging plant.  

   There would be room for two pre-schoolers at a 
time.  The first two chose a puppet apiece and snug-
gled inside lifting their puppets up at the top.  Their 
show would be their own. 

   The first puppet began to sob.  I said “That little 
puppet seems very sad.”  

   The puppet said “I am very sad because my friend 
got runned over by a car.” 

   I said “That is very sad and maybe you would like 
to rest for a while to feel better?”  

   The puppet disappeared.  The other puppet moved 
to the center and then the first puppet’s sobs began 
anew as the puppet came back up.  

   I said “Little puppet, you seem to be sad some 
more.  Maybe your friend will be better after lunch.”  

   “NO,” said the sobbing puppet.  “My friend got 
killed dead by that car.”   

   I said “Oh, My.  That is sad.  Could this puppet talk 
to Mommy and see if that would help?” 

  The puppet disappeared and the sobbing stopped.  
Almost immediately, the puppet re-appeared sobbing 
anew.  I continued the conversation with suggestions 
as they came to me: talking to Dad, talking to the 
teacher, thinking good thoughts, etc…  We spent 
much of the 45 minutes in conversation about love 
and loss and sorrow.  

   I did have the puppeteer with the sobbing puppet 
come sit on my lap long enough to have the other five 
puppeteers take turns in the stage. 

   When storytime ended, we all walked dry-eyed up 
the stairs to Moms, Dads, and other adults.  I spoke to 
the Mom and she said indeed the little friend had 
been killed by a car the day before.  

   The child had used puppetry at the library to work 
through overwhelming tragedy.   

   Puppetry once again provided a safe place to       
express feelings and to experience healing.  
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The Puppet’s Friend Got Dead   

Share Your Stories and Photos 
to help us celebrate 30 years! 
     We all have stories of our library             
experiences.  As part of our 30 year          
celebration, we will be putting together a 
powerpoint presentation which will be on    
display during ILA at our booth. But we need 
YOU to help us! 

     If you have photos, stories, storytelling  
brochures, posters or even videos of any  
special Storytelling events, PLEASE share 
them with us.  Zach Stier, our Co-Chair, would 
like these sent to him at the following address:  

Ericson Public Library, Att: Zach Stier 
702 Greene Street, Boone, Iowa 50036  
or email him at zstier@boone.lib.ia.us  or at 
mrz61187@gmail.com.   

   In the same tone, Duffy is looking for        
examples, anecdotes, quotes of the power of 
story, storytelling in your life or library or    
family.  Please email info with permission to 
use at our exhibit booth at ILA to Duffy De 
France,  email: duffyde@avalon.net   
  

mailto:mrz61187@gmail.com
mailto:duffyde@avalon.net


    Is it a bird, a plane, a bear, NO!  It’s  Power  Dave,  the  new  
mascot  of  the  Storytellers’  Roundtable.    Power  Dave  came  
from the bear collection of Pat Coffie, and was adopted for the 
mascot role after Thanksgiving 2012 to help celebrate our 
30th anniversary.  Power Dave is named after Dave Ashcraft,   
beloved storyteller, longtime chair of SR, and a wonderful  
children's librarian.  His widow, Sally, was delighted that we 
remembered Dave in  this way.   
       Power Dave has traveled to Ames for wardrobe, to the 
Executive Board meeting in Story City, and has met Duffy, 
Zach, Kolleen, Cathy and Jill Sanders, our liason.  He then 
traveled with Duffy to Waukee to visit her family, then rode 
with Duffy back to Muscatine.  He has since attended the  
Puppets and Pastries Adult Theatre at the Owl Glass Center 
in West Liberty, on Feb 23.  He enjoyed meeting the     
Eulenspiegel Puppeteer family, storyteller Susan Short Gilbert 
and musician Al Zimmerman.  about culture during the         
Medieval Era.   He has only begun his adventures with the   
Storytellers, and is awaiting exciting stories ahead! 

Find us on 
FACEBOOK!!! 

Paul Salopek's Out of Eden project is a 
seven-year attempt to follow the migration       
patterns of early humans as they radiated out-
ward from East Africa's Great Rift Valley across 
Europe and Asia to the New World. 

“I'll  be  writing  environmental  stories...I'll  be  
talking about economic stories...stories about  
human displacement, refugee movements...and 
stories about some of the causes of this             
displacement...Stories about my business, the 
media. Who gets to tell stories in the age of the 
web, which has democratized information?...It's 
also a walk into the anthropocene. It's not just a 
walk into the past; it's a walk into the future." 

Best of all for humanity, Paul Salopek said 
to  an  audience  “…there  are  two  basic  attributes  
of being human: one is storytelling. And one is 
doing what I'm doing now, which is walking." 

  (contributed by Pat Coffie) 

An Epic Journey Begins    

Zach Stier—Co-Chair 

   zstier@boone.lib.ia.us  

Duffy De France—Co-Chair 

   duffyde@avalon.net 

Kolleen Taylor—Vice-Chair 
   scbbpl@windstream.net  

Cathy Van Brocklin—Secretary 
   cvanbrocklin@amespubliclibrary.org 

Website: 
   http://www.iowalibraryassociation.org/
index.php/storytellers-roundtable 
 
Facebook: 
   Storytellers Roundtable ILA 
 
ListServ: 
  storytellers@iowalibraryassociation.org 

Power  Dave  joins  Storytellers’  Roundtable 

Storytellers’ Roundtable of ILA 

2013 Executive Board 

Storytellers’ Roundtable Vice Chair Kolleen  
Taylor is introduced to our mascot, Power Dave 
at the Executive Board meeting of the Storytell-
ers Roundtable .  He will be helping us celebrate 
our 30th anniversary during 2013 


