
 

 

In	  an	  evening	  
performance	  at	  7:00	  
Connie	  Regan-‐Blake	  
will	  show	  us	  that	  
storytelling	  is	  not	  just	  
for	  children.	  	  Connie	  is	  
one	  of	  America’s	  most	  
celebrated	  storytellers.	  
She	  has	  captivated	  the	  hearts	  and	  imaginations	  
of	  people	  around	  the	  globe	  with	  her	  powerful	  
performances.	  	  When Connie takes the stage 
she generates a brightness and warmth, 

drawing in listeners with her engaging humor and Southern charm.	  
	  “A	  storyteller	  who	  spins	  the	  human	  spirit	  into	  one	  long,	  bright	  thread	  that	  

stretches	  from	  place	  to	  place,	  from	  youth	  to	  age,	  from	  generation	  to	  generation.”	  	  
- The	  Baytown	  Sun,	  Houston,	  Texas	  

	  
Earlier	  in	  the	  afternoon	  at	  3:30	  Jeff	  Doyle	  and	  Maureen	  Korte,	  will	  
present	  a	  program	  for	  school	  age	  listeners	  that	  promises	  to	  be	  funny,	  
entertaining	  and	  educational.	  	  Jeff’s	  specialty	  includes	  
both	  original	  stories	  and	  traditional	  tales	  that	  range	  from	  
funny	  to	  scary.	  	  Maureen	  is	  a	  favorite	  of	  Iowa	  audiences	  

telling	  stories	  from	  her	  Irish-‐American	  childhood	  and	  stories	  from	  
around	  the	  world.	  	  	  
	  

All	  three	  of	  these	  wonderful	  storytellers	  will	  also	  be	  performing	  at	  the	  Story	  City	  
Story	  Festival	  September	  17-‐20.	  	  Don’t	  miss	  this	  chance	  to	  enjoy	  world-‐class	  
storytelling	  here	  in	  Central	  Iowa. http://www.storycity.net/story-festival/  
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Storytellers’ Roundtable  
Official Annual Business Meeting 

 
September 20 

2:00 pm 
Story City  

Bertha Bartlett Public Library 
 

This replaces the meeting at the ILA annual conference. 
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Storytelling is making connections. 

First heard from Jim May.
In an Alzheimer’s Unit, one man came alive 

at the story of “My Dad and the Mules.” I stayed to talk 
with him and he began by saying, “You look like you know 

about working with 
mules.”

“Dad taught me 
how to make gravy 
when I was 15 and 
he did not even shut 
the tractor off to do 
it. Although he did 
kick that terrible old 
bailer out of gear.” I 
told more about that 
bailer and finished 
my “Making Gravy” 
series. The man came 
back later and said, 

“That old bailer was so terrible it was only in use about 
two years. Now taking your age when you learned to make 
gravy, I make you to be about 71.” He was right.

Storytelling is powerful communication.

In a program for 60 retirees, I presented stories I knew 
well and had told often, telling them in a new arrange-
ment called “The Ballard Boys.” I closed with the story of 
my dad’s life and death. It ends in beauty but the loss and 
the cascade overwhelmed both the audience and me. We 
were all in tears. I stood with shaking hands around a cup 
of coffee, thinking these folks would never have me back 
again. A gentleman approached me, wrapped his hands 
around mine, and said, “A lot of people can make 
people laugh. Only a few can let them cry. You can 
do both. Thank you.”

Storytelling is the art of live narrative perfor-
mance, dynamically shaped by audience response.

~Northlands Storytelling Network.
Since 1976 I have listened to storytell-

ers discuss just what storytelling really is. This 
definition by Northlands has served well in 

differentiating storyteller from author from musician from 
comedian from reading aloud from actor from…

Storytelling offers:
A chance to be heard,
A chance to listen,
A time to share love and laughter and sometimes tears,
A way to heal, to change, and to grow.

My story “Uncle Kenny and Aunt Helen” is one after 
which people have waited in line for more than 30 minutes 
to thank me and share their own stories. I told a storyteller 
from New York City that I was surprised anyone from out-
side the Midwest would appreciate my story. He said, “Oh, 
Pat, we all have an Uncle Kenny or an Aunt Helen or wish 
we had yours.” At that telling, one of the tandem MCs was 
too emotional to return to the stage as he was reminded of 
his own experience when a neighbor boy died in a tractor 
accident. Many in that audience knew the joys and the sor-
rows of life on the family farm.
There are only a few stories but a billion ways to tell them.

Love and Hate
Want and Plenty
Good and Evil
War and Peace
Knowledge and Ignorance
Right and Wrong

First heard from August Rubrecht.
August said he told few new tales but rather specialized 

in telling the old stories well because there are only about 
half a dozen different ones and a billion ways to tell them. 

Words of Wisdom for Storytellers from Storytellers
A Reminder by Patricia Rose Ballard Coffie

Model of a tractor like the 
“old bailer” Pat’s dad used 
to own. 

Patricia Coffie wearing her husking 
hook and telling “Dad and the Mules” at 
the Iowa Storytelling Festival in 2014.
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Storytellers' Roundtable @ 
ILA 2015 Annual Conference 

October 14-16 

Your Executive Committee 
The	  next	  time	  you	  see	  Zach	  Stier,	  
congratulate	  him	  on	  being	  appointed	  as	  
a	  board	  member	  of	  the	  Iowa	  Arts	  
Council.	  	  Zach	  
is	  not	  only	  an	  
advocate	  for	  
children	  and	  
early	  literacy	  
but	  
storytelling	  as	  
well.	  	  	  


