
Minutes of the Mid-year meeting  
 Storytellers' Roundtable of ILA 

July 27, 2012 
 

Lake View Room at Clear Lake Park, Clear Lake, Iowa  
Attendees - Kolleen Taylor, Cathy Van Brocklin, Duffy De France, Zach Stier, Elaine Kelsey, 
Jean Casey, Merri Monks and Pat Coffie.  
 
Kolleen called the meeting to order at 4:00pm. 
1) ILA Fall Conf. Report:  

a) SR with Local History subdivision will co-sponsor a Pre-Conference with Pippa 
White -a 4 hour session on Wednesday.  Her topic: "Finding the Gold in History: 
Using Libraries to Develop Local History.” 

b) Stories After Hours will be held after the banquet, Thursday night.  More details to 
follow.   

c) The SR business meeting will held on Thursday afternoon. 
 

2) CE units - Kolleen will send out certificates to people who earned CE units, by attending 
today's workshops.  Jean Casey provided evaluation forms for the two workshops 
 

3) Nominations were received for the October election of officers: 
a) Co-Chairs; Zach Stier and Duffy De France 
b) Vice-Chair; Kolleen Taylor   
c) Secretary; Cathy VanBrocklin 

Nominations are still open and can be forwarded to any member of the executive 
committee or at the business meeting at the ILA conference in October. 
 
4) Story City Story Festival - An executive board meeting will be held during the Festival 

during the weekend of Sept 21-23.  Brochures were given out to promote the STORY! 
Festival in Story City, September 20-23. One of the featured storytellers is Dale Jarvis 
from Nova Scotia, Canada who specializes in telling the story of a place and its people 
through their history. 

 
5) This year for the second time the Power of Story Award will be presented at ILA 

conference in October. Members of the Storytellers' Roundtable are invited to make 
nominations.  Only one nomination has been received so far.  Duffy will check to be sure 
we are satisfying all ILA requirements.   

 
6) Suggestion was made that Storytellers' Roundtable collaborate with the Iowa Small 

Libraries subdivision for the 2014 Small Libraries Conference in Council Bluffs.  Duffy 
will follow up with Tena Hanson. 

 
7) Review of the Clear Lake workshops:   

a) 15 people attended Duffy’s workshop and 20 attended Zach’s.   Everyone agreed to 
continue the workshop series next year. Jean Casey is hoping to book Donald Davis 



for the 25th anniversary festival next year and will ask him to present a workshop.   
 
8) ILA Conference Planning meeting:  Kolleen, Duffy, Cathy and Zach will attend.  

Storytellers' Roundtable will have proposals pre-written and ready to hand over to the 
planning committee. 
 

9) Our Facebook page was discussed.  Although it is serving its purpose, the consensus 
was reached that we need help from someone more technologically gifted to make it 
more user friendly.   

 
10)   Pat Coffie reported on: 

a)  The Storyteller Directory she has created for the ILA website.  It lists addresses of 
organizations and how to get a grant.   

b) Index to 20 years of Storytelling Magazine is now online.  On the web go to National 
Storytelling Network, click on Storytelling Magazine on the left, and then you can 
click on Index. This is the result her work since early 2009. 

11) Pat reported on the National Story Conference in Ohio attended by 300 people.  
Speakers were not paid in order for the conference to save money.  Everyone paid his or 
her own way.  Laura Sims who told an adoption story particularly moved her. She will 
retell the story she presented at the conference tomorrow for the Iowa Storytelling 
Festival. 2013 will be in Virginia.  

12)  Zach Stier reported on YSS, as its chair.  Dr. James Thomas will be presenting a pre-
conference and breakout session on Early Literacy in Dubuque.  Merri Monks expressed 
interest in being the Vice-chair of YSS in the coming year.  Storytellers' Roundtable 
hopes to team with YSS for a 2013 program. Zach urged Storytellers' Roundtable to 
increase our marketing.  He showed us the postcard he will be handing out at the ILA 
conference in Dubuque promoting YSS.   

13)  We are asked to think about ideas for the upcoming strategic planning for ILA.  
Forward ideas to the Storytellers' Roundtable executive committee or bring them to the 
business meeting on Thursday afternoon in Dubuque.   

 
Scribe: Cathy Van Brocklin 


