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Inside this issue: 

Storytellers 
Roundtable 

NEEDS YOU to be 
an OFFICER! 

 Connections to 

Storytellers 

throughout Iowa. 

 Regular promo-

tion of Regional 

Storytelling 

Events 

 Cost is only $5 

Dubuque hosts Oct. 12-14 

   ILA Conference offers venues for Storytelling! 

      Dinners and Stories, Ghost Stories, 

Workshops, Long Historical Stories and a 

final concert 

event and 

reception 

round out the 

events for the 

11th Annual 

Story!Festival 

in Story City 

this fall.   

     Coordi-

nated by three groups: The Bertha Bart-

lett Public Library, the Story City Histori-

cal Society and the Story City Greater 

Chamber Connection, this years’ event is 

scaled to allow those who wish to attend 

everything, a chance to do just that.   

      Pippa 

White and 

La’Ron Wil-

liams are the 

two featured 

professionals 

who will be 

presenting 

programs in 

the schools 

and for the public, using their flare and 

finesse to engage young and old alike 

  (Continued on page 2) 

    Finding your voice for Storytelling is an 

important skill if you work in the library 

world.  We all think of the role of the Chil-

dren’s librarian, reading to our young 

charges as our most common form of sto-

rytelling.  But developing the art of story-

telling is critical for all ages. 

    At each ILA conference for more than 

15 years, a small group of dedicated story-

tellers have gathered to share their skills.  

Informally at first, but more recently in a 

formal capacity, our library storytellers 

have opened their rooms, their brains and 

their pocketbooks to host Stories After 

Hours on Thursday evening after ILA’s 

closing events.  Usually at the host hotel, 

this year the troupe will hold this event at 

the Richards House Bed & Breakfast Inn at 

approximately 9 p.m.  A brief business 

meeting will be held at the beginning of 

this event, with the sole purpose to identify 

new officers.  All are invited to join this 

group for stories, laughter, a few tears, and 

share a few words of wisdom., 

        During the day on Thursday, there is 

also a workshop hosted by the Storytellers’ 

Roundtable  “Telling Personal Stories with 

Paper Theatre and Pop-Up books.  This 

workshop is being presented by Monica 

Leo of  Eulenspiegel Puppets.    

(Continued  on page 3) 
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  (continued from page 1) 

      The workshops on Saturday feature Pippa’s presen-

tation “Storytelling 101: Improving your Public Speak-

ing”, and LaRon Williams’ workshop will be “Changing 

our Stories will Change Our World”.   

      

Pippa will also present her memorable “Orphan Train” 

story, a 75 minute journey back in time through the eyes 

and hearts of the children who experienced successes 

and failures of the Orphan Train. 

    The final concert will be presented at 7 p.m. at the 

Story Theatre, with a meet and greet reception held at 

the Viking Hall after the performance.   

      Those who attended the ILA Conference in Council 

Bluffs may remember Pippa from the Thursday evening 

banquet presentation.  Now a resident of Lincoln, Ne-

braska, her career began as an actress and news anchor 

in California.  When love brought her to the Midwest, 

her world changed, evolving her dramatic skills into Sto-

rytelling Gold. Her mesmerizing portrayal of  heroic 

women is often her  focus, but regardless of the story 

she chooses to tell, it is a special treat when she puts her 

personal touch on the story.   

      Often using lilbraries to research her chosen topics, 

Pippa chooses stories that often speak of the un-

remarkable , not the popular topics often shouting from 

the headlines.  Whenever possible, she tries to talk with 

those who can give first hand accounts, and she brings 

that connection into her presentations.   

     The Story of the Orphan Train, a 75 minute presen-

tation, takes the listener into a personal relationship 

with the children who board the Orphan Trains, and 

follows them through the challenges of new homes into 

the finale.   This heartwarming, and sometimes heart-

breaking presentation will leave a mark on your soul, 

and enrich your perspective forever. 

    LaRon Williams, born in Flint, Michigan, evolved 

from the world of Education, as a former school teach-

er and administrator.  His tales range from personal ex-

periences in the classroom, to folk-tales to tales of Di-

versity and understanding.  La’Ron has endeared him-

self  as a presenter, peaking the curiosity of the young, 

and examining the souls of the listener.  His workshop 

“Using Storytelling 

to Change the 

World,” offers us 

insight and hopeful-

ness, in a world 

frought with anxiety 

and stress.   

   Nationally ac-

claimed and multiple 

awardwinning story-

teller La’Ron Wil-

liams shares both original and traditional tales that ap-

peal to a wide range of ages and social backgrounds. His 

energetic, music-spiced presentations are always fun, 

highly participatory, educational and entertaining.  

    Every program is specifically designed to promote 

diversity, foster community building, encourage peace-

ful conflict resolution and teach a host of “pro-social” 

skills, including empathy, self-expression and attentive 

listening.  

     Williams has received high praise for his skill at pre-

senting diversity workshops for adults, helping partici-

pants understand the nature of “invisible” bias and 

moving beyond the emotional stumbling blocks that 

prevent us from taking collective responsibility for cre-

ating a just and equitable society. 

Story! Festival returns to Story City 

Historic research and Personal Charm sparkle from Tellers 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiqh6y_g-DOAhWHWh4KHYhfCNEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.franceskaihwawang.com%2F2014_04_01_archive.html&psig=AFQjCNF7443W_Uh5CVeuFuBHOBfhJXEiWQ&ust=1472333388094684


Review of  library sponsored Storytelling  

You missed it?  Plan for 2017 Storytelling in Clear Lake! 
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   As one of the featured tellers at 

the 2016 Iowa Storytelling Festival, 

I enjoyed the event from start to 

finish. Denise Roberts (Assistant 

Director) and Mollie Jenkins 

(Children's Librarian) from the 

Clear Lake Public Library were 

wonderful hosts throughout the 

weekend and took excellent care of 

their storytellers! 

   I was very pleased to have the 

opportunity to share the stage with 

the talents of Darrin Crow, from 

Cedar Rapids,IA, and Al Batt, from 

Hartland,MN, both of whom were 

absolutely delightful! 

   Robin Crow (Darrin's wife) shared 

her expertise as an emcee, provid-

ing smooth transitions between 

performances. 

   Friday evening offered perfect 

weather for a gentle cruise on Clear 

Lake and spooky stories on the 

"Ghost Boat" - such fun!  

   During Saturday's performances in the 

storytelling tent in Clear Lake's beautiful 

City Park, intermittent showers failed to 

dampen the spirits of tellers and listen-

ers, as the rain brought cooler tempera-

tures - as well as a few new audience 

members - as visitors sought shelter 

from the showers. 

   In addition to morning and afternoon 

performances by the featured storytell-

ers on Saturday, visiting storytellers 

were offered the opportunity to take the 

microphone at noon, during which time 

Duffy De France and Cathy Van Brocklin 

regaled listeners with stories and songs. 

   The Iowa Storytelling Festival is a 

"family-friendly" annual event funded by 

the Clear Lake Public Library Founda-

tion with assistance from the Friends of 

the Library. In its 28th year, it is an event 

not to be missed! 

                      Review by Bettie Jane Bibler 

Darrin Crow dramatically illustrating 

the footrace that he…..won, (sort of. 

(Continued from page 1) 

    Those involved with Storytellers’ Roundtable are 

always busy, with an Exhibit booth located in Exhibit 

Hall.  Follow the sound of Mike Anderson’s dulcimer 

to find our booth.  We will be featuring Mike’s music 

and stories along with Eulenspiegel Puppet Theatre at 

our booth this year.  Roundtable Members can also 

pick up a free kazoo at the booth and join in the fun.   

    In addition, there are two other Concurrent Sessions  

in addition toe the presentation by Monica Leo that 

have with heavy involvement and support from the 

Storytellers’ Roundtable.   The first of these are 

“Outreach: Libraries Outside the Walls” How are li-

braries serving the patrons who can’t come to the tra-

ditional library building?   This session will be held on 

Thursday at 2:50 p.m. to 4:20 p.m. 

   The second one of these is “Guys Read” which is 

being presented by Gary Metivier.  Gary will give us an 

in-depth report on how to keepboys reading.  This ses-

sion will be on Friday morning at 11:20 a.m. 

    Also the “Power of Story” award will be presented 

again this year.  This is a bi-annual presentation to an 

individual who has made significant contributions to 

the Storytelling Community, especially through the li-

brary community.  This award, sponsored by the 

Roundtable, will be awarded during the Thursday 

morning luncheon. 

    The most important aspect of this conference is to 

find new leadership, new blood from our Storytelling 

community.  After many years of faithful service our 

current leaders must step down, and the fate of this 

organization will be in your hands.  We hope to see 

many of you at Stories After Hours, with a commit-

ment to further this cause! 



Find us on  

FACEBOOK!!! 

Duffy De France—Chair 

   duffyde@puppetspuppets.com 

Zach Stier—Vice-Chair 

   zstier@boone.lib.ia.us  

Cathy Van Brocklin—Secretary 

   cvanbrocklin@amespubliclibrary.org 

Website: 

   http://www.iowalibraryassociation.org/index.php/
storytellers-roundtable 

Facebook: 

   Storytellers Roundtable ILA 

ListServ: 

  storytellers@iowalibraryassociation.org 

Kolleen Taylor-(newsletter editor ) 

   scbbpl@windstream.net  

Storytellers’ Roundtable of 
2016 CALENDAR 

 
Story! Festival—Story City—10th Anniversary 
September 15-17, 2016 
Story City, Iowa  www.storycity.net/story-festival 
chamber@storycity.net  
 
West Liberty Children’s Festival 
September 17, 2016 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
West Liberty, IA 
www.puppetspuppets. com 
 
National Storytelling Festival ( Sponsored by    In-
ternational Storytelling Center Network) 
Oct. 7-9 2016  
Jonesborough, TN 
http://www.storytellingcenter.net/festival/  
 
 
Stories After Hours sponsored by ILA Roundtable 
at Iowa Library Association Conference 
Annual Business Meeting at opening 
9 p.m. October 13, 2016 @  
The Richards House Bed & Breakfast 
Dubuque, Iowa 
 
Ghosting! / The Talent Factory 
October 28, 2016 
Nevada, Iowa 
 
 
Northland Storytelling Network 
April 27-30, 2017 
http://northlands.net/conference 
(Deadlines in fall 2016 –presenters) 
 
 
Iowa Storytelling Festival 
(sponsored by Clear Lake Public Library) 
Friday/Saturday, July 21 & 21, 2016 
Ghost Boat—Friday—July 22 
Under the Tent—Clear Lake City Park 
Clear Lake, Iowa 
clplib@netins.net 
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Financial Report—June 2016 

Unapproved by ILA Executive Board 

Storytellers’ Roundtable of  ILA 

Balance 1/1/16   $814.82 

Dues      105.00 

Other    $    0.00 

Total Available Funds                  $ 919.82 

Less Expenses to date                -244.00 

Balance in account              $ 675.82 

Remember to include Storytellers’ Roundtable in your budget     
planning when you send your dues to the Iowa Library Association!  
Summer workshops and dues together pay for ILA conference   
workshops.  Registration online is: 

http://www.iowalibraryassociation.org/ 

                    Or mail to: 

Iowa Library Association,  

525 SW 5th Street, Suite A, 

Des Moines, Iowa  50309 


