
The Story 

    It’s time to register for the 2013 Iowa 
Library Association meeting in Coralville, 
and Laura Simms might be the connection 
you need to sell your board on this great 

opportunity. 

     Bringing  Ms. Simms to the Iowa event 
sets the stage for the library community to 
take an active role in solving the problems 
in our communities, addressing bully      
prevention, and demonstrating how stories 

can work to make sustainable changes.  

    Laura Simms is a storyteller, writer, and 
humanitarian.  She will speak of the possi-
bilities storytelling brings to all of us.  Look 
for more of the content of her presenta-

tions for ILA now in the Catalyst online.   

     In two chapters of her book Our Secret 
Territory, she details the challenges and    
rewards of her time with Ishmael Beah 
whom she met through her work with the 
United Nations.  Beah was a child soldier in 
Sierra Leone.  Since that meeting she has 
adopted Beah, he has written and published 

his memoir A Long Way Gone, he has      
graduated from college in the United States, 
and they have both used storytelling as a 

way to heal and grow.   

  Simms will present two mini-workshops  
during Thursday’s sessions at ILA and speak 
at the banquet Thursday evening.  In these 
presentations she will share what we too 

might do with storytelling in our lives to 

bring people together worldwide. 

   Storytellers’ Roundtable will have copies of 
some of Laura Simms books for sale at the 
conference.  Titles include Our Secret        
Territory; Becoming the World; Stories to 

Nourish the Hearts of Our Children.   

    Check to see now whether your collection 
includes Rotten Teeth a picture book that 
celebrates childhood, Show and Tell, and 
stories. Be sure to listen for Laura Simms at 

ILA. 

Story City event kicks off Sept. 20! 

Story! Festival features puppetry and drama! 
  The Story!Festival in Story City each fall provides 

workshops, story stops and networking with professional 

storytellers who represent many styles of storytelling. 

   The Story!Festival has featured a mix of performers 

who tell stories about different ethnicities, traditions and 

stories of immigration, segregation and minority      

struggles.  This year the festival planning committee 

focuses more on the history and the drama of          

performance storytelling.   

   Free showings  of Lincoln the Movie will be at the 

Judge Story Theatre at 7 pm both Thursday and Friday 

evening, tie-in to the Civil War Centennial and the    

program by Lance Mack. 

   Librarians will be enchanted with the opportunities to 

work with Eulenspiegel puppets!  They will perform 

“Little Red Riding Hood” on Friday morning at the Bertha 

Bartlett Public Library, a show to be enjoyed by all ages.  

In addition, they will hold a puppetry workshop on    

Saturday afternoon to enhance storytelling for the young 

and old alike.  CE credits will be available for librarians! 

   Friday evening we will be entertained by Lance Mack 

as Abe Lincoln and Ron Hill and Monica Leo from Eu-

lenspiegel puppets during the annual “Dinner and a 

Story” event, served by Chef Chris Hansen.  Chef Chris 
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Inside this issue: 

 The Executive Board of 

Storytellers’ Roundtable 

will be meeting during 

the Story!Festival week-

end on Sunday.  Contact 

any one of us for        

location. You are      

welcome to join us! 



Power Dave joined Pat Coffie in Vienna, just 

in time for a ride on the Riesenrad, a very 

early ferris wheel built in 1897. Pat was visit-

ing her son during August where he was at 

work for six weeks in production for a new 

television series. PD is up in the clouds with 

this one!  

Power Dave Travels to Vienna, but there is no place like home! 
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Find us on  

FACEBOOK!!! 

  Power Dave is a hit at the   

National Storytelling Network 

that he also attended with Pat 

Coffie in Richmond, Virginia.  

Here he is telling his Iowa sto-

ries with Susan Gilchrist and 

Zach Ballard, getting excited for 

his big trip to Austria.  He was 

there to support Pat as she re-

ceived her national award.  

  Listening intently during the 

Story County Library Meeting, 

Power Dave gets updated on 

the two building projects from 

Ames Library Director Lynn 

Carey, and Nevada Library 

Director, Beth Williams.   



   There are many ways to hone your skills, share your 
stories, train your employees, and just enjoy your ILA 
experience this year in Coralville.  We are hopeful that 
many potential and experienced storytellers will make 
the trek to east-central Iowa to help us celebrate.  There 
are many exciting opportunities to network and to enjoy 
the conference, and this year the Storytellers roundtable 
are sponsoring several activities! 
   We’re proud to help sponsor Laura Simms, a nation 
nally reknown storyteller, who will help us understand  
Bullying and the powerful tools we can offer with effec-
tive communications and connections.  See more  about 
Laura in our cover story.   

  Workshops 
   Be sure to sign up for one of the two workshops to 
earn Continuing Education credits that are being con-
ducted by Laura Simms.  The two workshops will be 
held on Thursday are being sponsored in part by the 
Storytellers’ Roundtable, the Iowa Libraries Trustee As-
sociation and the Youth Services Roundtable.   
   The first is from 11:05 to 11:55 a.m. Thursday:  The 
Experience of Empathy: The way a story is told and 
heard 
     The second is from 2:00 to 2:50 p.m. Thursday—
Coming to our Senses: Imagination, Reciprocity 
and Shifting Bullying. 
 
Banquet 
      Your last opportunity to hear Laura will be at the 
Thursday Evening Banquet:  The Kindest Tale We 
Tell is the Keynote address she will present. 
 
Booth in the Exhibit Hall 
    Because we are celebrating 30 years, the Storytellers 
Roundtable Executive Board agreed we should celebrate 
by having a booth in Exhibit Hall this year.  Join us for 
drawings, stories and a history of the Roundtable that 
returns with new and old stories, year after year! 
 
Stories After Hours 
   Stories After Hours:  Will take place about 9:45pm 
(after the Banquet and after people get their items from 
the fundraiser) at the Iowa Writers' Library near the lob-
by area.   This is an informal gathering after the banquet 
program. This is when we gather all our stories together 
and share them with each other.  Bring your own favor-
ite beverage, comfortable attire, and your personal sto-
ries of the library world, or your life.  Laughter and joy 
surround this group as we network our stories together! 

   Annual Meeting: 
    The Storytellers’ Roundtable Annual Meeting 
(subdivision business meeting) will be held Thursday at 
5:15 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. during the ILA conference.  We 
should be listed for a location somewhere in the confer-
ence center.  Please bring any ideas, announcements, 
nominees for offices (election day!) and your cheery 
face.  If you have friends who have wondered about 
Storytellers’ Roundtable, they are welcome to come too! 
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How do Storytellers celebrate 30 years at ILA? 

 

We Tell Stories!  Join us in Coralville to Celebrate! 

Make Your Stories part of  our 

ILA Booth presentation! 

     As part of our 30 year celebration, Co-chair 

Zach Stier has been putting together a power-

point presentation which will be on  display 

during ILA at our booth. But we need YOU to 

help us! 

     If you have photos, stories, storytelling  

brochures, posters or even videos of any  

special Storytelling events, PLEASE share 

them with us.  Zach Stier, our Co-Chair, would 

like these sent to him at the following address:  

 

Ericson Public Library, Att: Zach Stier 

702 Greene Street, Boone, Iowa 50036  

or email him at zstier@boone.lib.ia.us  or at 
mrz61187@gmail.com.   

 

   So if you think it’s too late, it’s not.  Just do 
this today!  And  Duffy is also  looking for        
examples, anecdotes, quotes of the power of 
story, storytelling in your life or library or    
family.  Please email info with permission to 
use at our exhibit booth at ILA to Duffy De 
France,  email: duffyde@avalon.net  .  But 
you must do this today to be included! 

mailto:mrz61187@gmail.com
mailto:duffyde@avalon.net


Why Renew  your ILA Storytellers’ 
Roundtable Membership? 

 Continuing Education opportunities all year  

 Regular opportunities to connect with   others 

interested in Storytelling 

 Regular promotion of Regional Storytelling 

Events 

 Cost is only $5 

2013 CALENDAR 
 Moonshell Storytelling Festival 
Presented by Nebraska StoryArts 
Sept. 14, 2013.  Mahoney State Park 
Andy Offutt Irwin, Beth Horner, Catherine Brophy, and Al 
Batt.   Contact Nebraska StoryArts at 402-551-4532 
www.nebraskastoryarts.org  
 
Story! Festival—Story City 
Eulenspiegel Puppet Theater Company  
Lance Mack as Abraham Lincoln 
Stephen Trafton’s Living Letters 
September 20-22, 2013  Story City, IA 
chamber@storycity.net  
 
Association for Rural & Small Libraries Conference 
Empowering Small Libraries 
Sept. 25-28, 2013  Omaha, NE 
www.arsl.info  
 
West Liberty Children’s Festival 
September 28, 2013  West Liberty, IA 
owlglass@avalon.net  
 
National Storytelling Festival 
Oct. 4-6, 2013  Jonesborough, TN 
http://www.storytellingcenter.net/festival/  
 
Iowa Library Association Annual Conference  
Healthy Libraries Build Healthy Communities 
Storyteller, Author, Humanitarian Laura Simms 
Banquet and two mini-workshops 
Stories After Hours with Storytellers’ Roundtable 
30th Anniversary Celebration for Storytellers’ Roundtable! 
October 16-18, 2013    Coralville, Iowa 
http://www.iowalibraryassociation.org 
 
Knoxville Iowa Storytelling Festival 
Nov. 1 and 2, 2013 
Brand new and eager for support. 
More soon. 
 
Annual Planning Day is scheduled for Friday, 
November 8th, at the Urbandale Public Library. 
 
31st Annual National Black Storytelling Festival and Con-
ference 
Connecting with our Youth:  One Voice…Many Stories! 
Nov. 6-10, 2013  Hampton, Virginia 
Dylan Pritchett, Festival Director 
aeosop@widomaker.com  

 
Ask Pat Coffie at maemaude@webiowaplus.net if you 
need more information about Storytellers’ Roundtable. 
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   The 17th Annual West Liberty Childrens Festival will be 

held Saturday, Sept. 28, from 10amto 3pm, in downtown 

West Liberty, on 3rd Street.  

    Sponsored by the Eulenspiegel Puppet Theatre Company, 

with additional support from area businesses and community 

organizations, the Festival will feature family fun activities, 

including crafts, games, local dance troupes, and a special 

appearance by the Dean of Juggling: Dean Franzen from 

Cedar Falls.  

    Free puppet shows will be performed throughout the day 

at the beautifully restored pocket park, Ron-De-Voo Park, 

next to the New Strand Movie Theater.  These shows will 

include: Jumping Jilly Bean by the Village Idiot Puppets from 

Minneapolis; Donkey Tales by Corcoran Puppets of Stevens 

Point, Wisconsin; Mother Hubbard Meets Her Match by the 

Gypsy Puppet Theater from NorthCarolina; Werewolves on 

the Moon by Toy Box Theatre rom North Carolina; Sal Fink, 

Catfish Wrangler by the Eulenspiegel Puppet Theatre Com-

pany of West Liberty, Iowa.  

   Other activities include: strolling performers and a book fair 

sponsored by the Muscatine Literacy Coalition, where books 

will be given away.  The Festival is free, and food is availa-

ble throughout the day. 

   A Puppet Slam will be held the night before, September 

27, at 8:00pm at Tropical Allende Bar, across from the New 

Strand Movie Theater, downtown West Liberty.  Adults are 

welcome to attend and see funny, and even  outrageous 

puppet shows presented by guest puppeteers and local resi-

dents.  Keith Schubert of Toybox Theatre will continue his 

legendary role as emcee.  Duffy De France and Angela 

Polowy will present their recent vacation story using puppets 

and props during the Slam.  For more information, please 

Facebook Eulenspiegel  Puppet Theatre Company, call 319-

627-2487, or www.puppetspuppets.com. 

West Liberty Children’s Festival Set! 



 

StoryTales are bits and pieces of news about storytelling.  

Our priority will be news around Iowa, but any bits of infor-

mation can be added if there is adequate room. 
 

From Eulenspiegel Puppets: They will be holding a weekend class 
for adults on October 26 and 27.  Participants will retell a folk tale or 
historical episode or teach a lesson using puppets and a tabletop 
theatre which they will createthroughout the course of the class.  
They will learn cost effective techniques, applicable to a wide age 
range that they can teach directly to their students.  This is different 
from the material covered in the summer class.  See the below listed 
website for more information:  
 http://www.solutionwhere.com/mbaea/cw/showcourse.asp?2470 
 

From Northlands Storytelling Network:  2th Annual Wisconsin 
Storytellers’ Get-Together, September 28, Monona, Wisconsin 
http://wisconsinstorytelling.com 
 

From Knoxville:   The City of Knoxville, the Knoxville Chamber of 

Commerce and the Marian County Library are on board with the idea 

to have a Storytelling Festival in Knoxville.  The date they have cho-

sen is November 1st and 2nd. Thursday/Friday during the day would 

be story telling at the schools.  Friday evening will kick off the event 

with an evening of story telling.  Saturday we are thinking 10 AM - 8 

or 10 PM for storytelling.  

From Pat Coffie: The National Storytelling Network has   decided to 

move their offices to Kansas City.  Watch for   updates for more info 

on this decision.  Seems like a good thing for Iowa storytellers and 

regional events! 

From Duffy DeFrance: For Summer Storytelling:  Karen Chace of 

Massachusetts writes a blog and a newsletter.  Here is a link for 

some ideas to enhance summer storytelling programs. 

http://karenchace.blogspot.com/2010/11/crayons-crafts-and-coloring-

oh-my.html See http://www.storybug.net for more information about 

her and her blog 

From Kolleen Taylor:  Memory Makers Storytelling Guild is now 

meeting on the 4th Thursdays at 5 p.m. in Story City at the Bertha 

Bartlett Public Library at 503 Broad Street.  This venue is open to 

anyone who would like to learn, practice and enjoy the art of storytell-

ing for all ages. 

From Pat Coffie: The annual CHICKEN FESTIVAL by River and 

Prairie Storyweavers, always includes Ghost Chickens in the Sky, 

and will be held again next January 17-19, 2014 in the little communi-

ty of Bethany, MO.  This is out-of-state but only 1 hour and 30 

minutes from Des Moines and 41 minutes from Leon Public Library; 1 

hour 26 minutes from Indianola Public Library; 

1 hour 54 minutes from Knoxville Public Li-

brary.   Features NO FEATURED TELLERS. 

 Everyone gets to tell.  

From Pat Coffie: Two Rivers Story Spinners from Des Moines will pre-
sent Tellabration! 2013 at the Playhouse in Des Moines on Nov. 23, 
2013 at the Playhouse.   Tellabration! is meant to be a night of storytell-
ing worldwide.   

From Pat Coffie:  The Apple Seed is a new national storytelling pro-

gram that will air every weekday at 2 p.m. ET on BYU Radio (Sirius 

XM radio channel 143 or on www.byuradio.org,  with rebroadcasts at 

11 p.m. and 2 a.m. ET. )The Apple Seed debuted on  September 2. 

Their host is Utah storyteller and musician Sam Payne. Their de-

sire is to showcase great tellers and stories from around the 

globe. Please note that BYU Radio is a non-profit and educational 

entity (students are a fundamental part of every show’s production). 

Krista requests storytellers send  their best stories on CD  which 

they'll  consider for airing on their  show. In addition to traditional tell-

ing, the storytellers they feature might also include,those who sing 

their stories, stories for children, historical stories, tall tales , ghost 

stories, etc.  

From Duffy DeFrance: Pamela Corcoran of Corcoran Puppets is the 

new president of the Puppeteers of America, and lives in Stevens 

Point, Wisconsin.  Her puppet company started in 1983, and she 

continues to perform for libraries,  schools,  and for special events.  

Her workshops include: Needle felted puppets; classroom puppets; 

shadow puppets. For more information: www.CorcoranPuppets.com 
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Story!Festival Continued from page 1 
was the chef and owner of the Cottage on Broad, and has served 
the meal for the Storytelling events for the last five years.          
Reservations must be made by calling 515-733-4214.                                                     
     Friday night at approximately 9 p.m. there will be Haunted   
Carousel stories at the at the 100 year old Antique Carousel in Story 
City.  Stories will be told by Michael Cotter and Bev     Jackson, 
and the stories will be free, rides on the carousel will be only $1.00, 
(but free with a dinner & a story ticket!) 
      On Saturday morning, Iowa librarians best friend, Dan Wardell 
of IPTV will join us for his story telling antics at the  library at 
10:30 am. 
     From 10 a.m. to noon, StoryStops will be featuring local  tellers, 
including our own Merri Monk from Iowa Library services.  In 
addition, a Story Market will be held from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. with  
food, crafts and authors with books, antiques and much more. 
   Saturday evening performances will feature Lance Mack telling 
stories as Abe Lincoln, honoring the centennial of the Civil War, in 
addition to the Eulenspiegel Puppets. 
   Living Letters will bring a Christian storytelling  slant both on 
Saturday afternoon and Sunday afternoon at 1 pm.   
     For more information, go to the Story! Festival Facebook page, 
and look for the coupon for $5 off either Saturday afternoon or 
evening performances for a special deal! 

StoryTales! 



    by Duffy De France, benign dictator and co-chair of SR    

    During the Stories After Hours, slated for Thursday, October 
17th, in the Iowa Writers' Library near the lobby of the hotel, 
storytellers and anyone interested in celebrating are invited to 
cheer loudly, don a party hat, and sip some champagne in 
honor of the 30th Anniversary of Storytellers' Roundtable!  In 
our celebrating, we can remember those who encouraged the 
art of storytelling in Iowa before SR, like Dr. L. Newsome of the 
School of Library Science,  University of Iowa, and Hazel 
Westgate, long-time children's librarian at the Iowa City Public 
Library, both now deceased.   

   In 1983, the Puppeteers of America held their National   
Convention at Iowa State University, Ames, with puppeteers 
coming from all over the United States of America.  I was    
delighted by the use of puppets to tell stories in such a         
fascinating way.  There, I got to tell a puppet story during one 
of the puppet slams, late night towards the end of the          
convention.  Puppet workshops, shows, parades and      
friendships were all part of the fun.  I joined the Iowa/Nebraska 
puppet guild and Puppeteers of America, to continue the 
fun.  Pat Coffie also attended the Convention. 

  Perhaps the seed for the Storytellers Roundtable was planted 
at that time, or at the Cedar River Storytelling Festival in     
Waverly, or at the Northlands Storytelling Network Conference 
which took place earlier that year in Wisconsin.  The concept 
of a Storytellers' Roundtable was presented to the Iowa Library 
Association, and accepted.  

    We, the founding mothers, were delighted. Now, came the 
difficult part of finding officers, members and creating 
"Bylaws".  Plus, we had to answer many questions, such as: 
"What is storytelling?  Why do we need stories, or a 
roundtable? What importance is storytelling? "  By promoting 
storytelling through ILA sessions, library workshops,           
performances throughout the state of Iowa, and by providing 
storytelling resources for other organizations and libraries, the 
Roundtable fulfills its mission statement and preserves the art 
of storytelling.  During the 30 years, we have shared many 
stories, supported story festivals and opportunities, and      
convinced listeners the importance and power of a story and 
the art of storytelling.   

   We hope with all of our efforts we have answered the    
question: Why have stories?  Because stories are magical, 
they are our legacy, they help us communicate and connect 
with others, and stories enlighten us, and create memories. 

   During past 30 years, some of our officers have included: 
Pat Coffie, Iris Erickson, David Ashcraft, Joyce Amdor, Loretta 
King Frana (formerly Martin), Deb Lowman, Erin Sehorn, 
Elaine Hayes, Jean Bosch, Cathy Van Brocklin, Kolleen Tay-
lor, Zach Stier, and me.  Cheers to Pat Coffie for planting the 
seed!   

Zach Stier—Co-Chair 

   zstier@boone.lib.ia.us  

Duffy De France—Co-Chair 

   duffyde@avalon.net 

Kolleen Taylor—Vice-Chair       (newsletter 
editor ) 

   scbbpl@windstream.net  

Cathy Van Brocklin—Secretary 

   cvanbrocklin@amespubliclibrary.org 

Website: 

   http://www.iowalibraryassociation.org/
index.php/storytellers-roundtable 

 

Facebook: 

   Storytellers Roundtable ILA 

 

ListServ: 

  storytellers@iowalibraryassociation.org 

History of Storytellers’ Roundtable 

Way Back in the Early Days…. 

Storytellers’ Roundtable of ILA 

2013 Executive Board 

going during the mid-1990's, until his death in 2009.  

He formalized our late-night story sessions, naming it 

"Bedtime Stories", (now Stories After Hours) plus creat-

ing  timely and informative newsletters.  He and I     

attended many planning sessions in November and 

worked hard each year to plan for pre-conferences, 

concurrent sessions, and keynote speakers.  He      

rewrote and updated the By-Laws twice!  David      

Ashcraft also received  the first Power of Story Award 

in 2010, posthumously.  His widow, Sally, accepted the 

Award for David at the ILA Conference in Coralville, on 

behalf of his family.   

   To honor his memory and to honor our 30th          

Anniversary, our new storytelling mascot, Power Dave, 

was created and has traveled widely this year to      

promote storytelling and the Storytellers' Roundtable. 

  Cheers to the next 30 years!  As Pat says, "May the 

story continue....."      
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