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Welcome to 
the Iowa 
Small Library 
Association!  
We are 
looking 

forward to another year and 
getting ISLA more active in the 
Iowa Library Association.  If 
you are looking for ways to get 
more involved, please let me or 
one of the other officers know.  
The Executive Board and I have 
been working on sessions for 
the ILA Conference in October, 
the Spring meeting coming up 
in March, and offering several 
options for scholarships over 
this next year.  

This year, we will be 
sponsoring an attendee at 
the Leadership Institute.  We 
have two scholarships for 
the ILA Conference and one 
for the ARSL Conference in 
September.  ISLA also gives 
away $100 to a small (A or 
B sized) library for Summer 
Reading.  Check out the 
newsletter to see how you can 
become eligible for any and all 
of these awards.

Our Spring Meeting is set for 
Friday, March 2nd, beginning 
at 9:30.  We’ll have a short 
business meeting before 
jumping into our discussion on 
Friends’ groups and volunteers.  

A Note From
Our President

Details on this meeting and 
what will be discussed are also 
in this newsletter.

Keep an eye out for an email 
later this month with the 
changes to ISLA’s bylaws.  
We will be voting on these at 
the Spring Meeting in March.  
Some of the changes are 
cosmetic to match the changes 
made in the State Library and 
service areas, as well as some 
of the challenges we all face 
each year with demands on 
our time. 
 
You can also help the Executive 
Board by answering a few 
questions for us.  Why are 
you a member?  What would 
you like to come out of ISLA?  
What kind of topics would you 
like us to focus on?  What leads 
you to become a member 
of ILA and ISLA?  What can 
ISLA do to make you more 
successful?  We want to make 
your membership in ISLA 
meaningful.

Natalie Struecker
ISLA President
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Networking opportunities with other small library staff

Spring Meeting on topics relevant to your library -- earn C.E. hours

ISLA is focused on small libraries within Iowa Library Association

Help advocate for small Iowa libraries

Opportunities to be more involved in ILA within ISLA

Scholarship opportunities for the ILA Conference & ARSL Conference

Scholarship opportunity for the Leadership Institute

Scholarship opportunity for your library Summer Reading Program

It only costs $5 on top of your ILA Membership

Why Join ISLA?



Sarah Sellon
Vice President & 
Program Chair

Natalie Struecker
President

Natalie Struecker is the ISLA President for 2018.  Natalie is excited to 
be tackling another year as President and getting more active in ISLA 
and ILA.  She has worked in libraries for the past 18 years, tackling both 
public and academic spheres.  She was the Director at the Atlantic 
Public Library for the past two years until taking the position as the 
Downtown Library Manager at the Cedar Rapids Public Library late 

this past summer.  Natalie is passionate about small libraries and everything they 
do for their communities.  Having lived in a small town growing up (Whittemore, 
IA) then working as the director in another small community, she has really seen 
everything the library does and works to provide, usually on a tiny budget.  Small 
library staff are passionate about what they do – and they have to be.  Natalie is 
truly amazed and awed by everything librarians do each day and how we can work 
together and support each other every day.  Natalile looks forward to hearing your 
stories in the coming year and learning what ISLA can do to help!
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Sarah Sellon is serving as the Vice President and Program Chair of ISLA.  
She is also the Director of the Ely Public Library in Ely, Iowa.  She grew 
up on a farm in North Dakota and attended the University of Bemidji 
in northern MN where she earned her B.S. in Biology.  She moved 
south for the nice winters in 1996 and has lived in Ely since 1998!  She 
is an active member of her community and the local school district - 

College Community.  She served as the Technical Services Librarian in 2005 and 
held that position until 2010 when she left to attend graduate school full time.  
Sarah accepted the position as Director in June of 2012 and graduated December 
2012 with her MLIS from the University of Iowa.  She is also a graduate of the 2016 
Leadership Institute and aspires to be an advocate for all of Iowa’s small libraries.  
When she’s not busy with work and reading, she enjoys spending time with her 
husband Dustin and their three children, Kaitlyn (15), Audrey (13) and Aidan (13).  
If you are in the area, stop by for a visit!  Sarah would love to see you and talk about 
what a difference libraries can make in their communities!

Meet Your ISLA Officers



Carrie Falk
Treasurer
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Carrie Falk is serving as the Treasurer of ISLA. Carrie is the Director the 
Shenandoah Public Library.  It has been several years since Carrie 
has held a position on the ISLA board and she is looking forward 
to the opprtunity to become more involved.  She has been at the 
Shenandoah Public Library for over 17 years, first serving teens and 
overseeing technology, then in adult services and now as director.  

Her favorite part of the job is providing reader’s advisory service to her patrons 
and creating fun programming opportunities.  She has also had the pleasure of 
taping the “Page Turners” program on the local radio station for a number of years.  
It is like doing 4 minute book commercials and helps to give Carrie her book talking 
fix since she is no longer the teen librarian! Carrie would like to say, “Thank you, 
Sandy Long, for being treasurer for a number of years.  I have big shoes to fill. I look 
forward to meeting many of you at the annual meetings.”

Rebecca Berg
Secretary

Erin Zaputil
Public Relations

Rebecca Berg is the ISLA Secretary. Rebecca has spent the last seven years 
as Director of Dike Public Library.  She has an undergraduate degree 
from Iowa State University and a MLS from The University of Iowa.  
She has worked in a variety of library settings including circulation at 
Waterloo Public Library, Interlibrary loan at the University of Northern 
Iowa and as researcher for Widernet on the University of Iowa campus. 

In addition to her duties as Secretary for ISLA, she is on the planning committee 
for ILA Annual Conference and it’s exhibits subcommittee. She lives in Cedar Falls.  
She and her husband are the parents of two grown daughters. She loves to garden, 
read historical novels and travel. 

Erin Zaputil is the ISLA Public Relations Chair. Erin is the Adult Services 
Librarian at the Hiawatha Public Library in Hiawatha, Iowa. Erin earned 
a B.A. in English from the University of Iowa. After a number of years 
as a stay-at-home mother she started working at the Hiawatha Public 
Library as a library page in 2012. A lifelong lover of libraries, she quickly 
discovered a passion for library work and the importance of libraries to 

their communities. She is currently attending the University of Wisconsin, Madison 
and will graduate in May with her MLIS. Erin has been active in FIRST Lego League 
and FIRST Tech Challenge, Boy Scouts and Venturing. She and her husband Scott 
live in Cedar Rapids with their five children. 



Chair Natalie Struecker from the Cedar Rapids Public Library began the meeting promptly at 1:25 p.m.

Natalie introduced herself and thanked everyone for coming to the business meeting.

Introduction of Officers:
• All Executive Board officers made a brief introduction of themselves and their position on the board.

Minutes: 
• Natalie read the minutes from the May 5th spring ISLA meeting. Motion to approve minutes was made 

by John Dunsdon, Leon and seconded by Cathy Shaw, Edgewood. All in favor.

Treasurer’s Report:
• Treasurer’s Report dated through 9-30-17 was attached.
• There was a motion to move $100 from the speaker expenses to put into the Summer Reading
• Program award so it balances out. John Dunsdon, Leon made this motion, seconded by Mara Strickler, 

Algona.
• There was a motion on the floor to amend, no second. Friendly motion rejected. Two nays.
• There was a motion by John Dunsdon, Leon to approve the budget as amended, Seconded by Linda 

Adams, Arlington.

Spring Meeting:
• Potential Dates and topics discussed. Gale Resource Training, Obtaining a Friends Group,  Working with 

Volunteers, City Policies and Human Resources all were potential topics.

Election of Officers:
New incoming officers elected are:
• Secretary- Rebecca Burg, Dike Public Library
• Treasurer-Carrie Falk, Shenandoah Public Library
• Public Relations-Erin Zaputil, Hiawatha Public Library
 
By-Laws:
• Any changes of By-Laws need to be made available to all members for 30 days. Natalie had suggestions 

for revisions in Article VI Committees. Natalie will send out her suggestions of changes to all members.

Other:
Motion to Adjourn:
• Sarah Sellon, Ely made the motion to adjourn, Seconded by Monica Walley, Norelious Public Library. 

Meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
 Jenny Bledsoe,

Secretary ISLA 
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Thursday, October 19, 2017
Coralville Marriott, Coral E 

I O W A  S M A L L  L I B R A R Y  A S S O C I A T I O N

F A L L  B U S I N E S S  M E E T I N G  M I N U T E S



IOWA SMALL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
2018 SPRING MEETING & PROGRAM

FRIENDS GROUPS & VOLUNTEERS

FRIDAY, MARCH 2
9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Registration Cost:
     $5 ISLA Members

     $10 non-ISLA Members
     $15 non-ILA/non-ISLA

Register by mail or fax
Registration form on page 12

Would you like to start a Friends Group at your library but don’t know where to start? Do you 
have a Friends Group but aren’t sure that they’re doing all they can to help your library? 

Are you looking for ways to recruit new volunteers, or to more effectively utilize the volunteers 
you have? 

Join us at the Spring Meeting to learn more about these topics from librarians who have 
successfully navigated their way to friendly Friends and thriving Volunteer Programs. 

There will be time for questions and answers at the end of the presentations. 

RECEIVE 2 C.E. CREDIT 
HOURS FOR ATTENDING THE 

ISLA SPRING PROGRAM

LOCATIONS TO BE DETERMINED!
Please indicate on the registration form if you are 

willing to be a host site for this event.  
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SUMMER READING PROGRAM
ISLA is offering a $100.00 scholarship to be used for your library Summer 
Reading Program.

To be eligible to receive this Summer Reading Program Scholarship you 
must:
• Attend the ISLA Spring Meeting Friday, March 2, 2018
• Be from a size A or B library
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SCHOLARSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES

LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE
ISLA is offering a $250 scholarship to sponsor an ISLA member to attend 
the Leadership Institute in 2018. 

To be eligible to receive this Leadership Institute scholarship you must:
• Attend the ISLA Spring Meeting Friday, March 2, 2018
• Be a member of ISLA
• Apply for and be accepted into the 2018 Leadership Institute

Are you looking for ways to grow professionally? Would you like to attend a 
state or national conference? Wouldn’t it be great to boost your summer reading 

program? Here is your chance!

ISLA IS PROVIDING THE FOLLOWING SCHOLARSHIPS:



ASSOCIATION OF RURAL & SMALL LIBRARIES  
CONFERENCE

ISLA is offering a $500.00 scholarship to attend the Association of Rural & 
Small Libraries Conference in Springfield, Illinois, September 13 - 15, 2018.

To be eligible to receive this ARSL Conference scholarship you must:
• Attend the ISLA Spring Meeting Friday, March 2, 2018
• Be a member of ISLA
• Submit a one page, typed essay to the ISLA Executive Board explaining 

how you believe attending the conference would benefit you 
professionally and your library. 

• Applications must be received by February 5, 2018.

IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE

ISLA is offering two $150.00 scholarships to attend the Iowa Library 
Association (ILA) Conference in Cedar Rapids, October 3 - 5, 2018.

To be eligible to receive one of these ILA Conference scholarships you 
must:
• Attend the ISLA Spring Meeting Friday, March 2, 2018
• Be a member of ISLA

9ISLA NEWSLETTER

SCHOLARSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES

CONTINUED

mailto:StrueckerN%40crlibrary.org?subject=ARSL%20Scholarship
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Anne Skaden, Director
Kalona Public Library

1. Why is this award important to you or 
your library?

The first thing that popped into my head is 
financial. Like every small library we have a 
minuscule budget, so I’m always grateful when 
I can stretch that budget a bit more. But the 
connections I make with other librarians at the 
conference is the main reason I go year after year.   

2. What was one or two sessions that you 
really enjoyed?

All of the sessions I attended were valuable, 
but the two that stuck with me are in areas that I 
continue to work on year after year. “Beyond the 
Shush” had tips for working with the City Clerk 
and community. Always good reminders for me.  
“Work Smarter, Not Harder” is always such an 
appealing idea. As our library gets busier I want 
to be sure my staff and I are being as effective as 
we can.

3. What is something you saw or learned 
relevant to your library or that you’d like to 
try?

I’m still planning to read a book Jenny Garner 
suggested:  Radical Candor: Be a Kickass Boss 
Without Losing Your Humanity by Kim Scott. 
I’m hoping it will give me some new ideas when 
evaluation time rolls around again.  

I really enjoyed everything about the 2017 
conference. It says a lot when I’m still thinking 
about sessions weeks later. Thanks for the 
scholarship and I’ll see you in Cedar Rapids next 
year!

Q&A WITH
ISLA 2017 

SCHOLARSHIP
WINNERS

Carol Walthart, Director
Colesburg Public Library

1. Why is this award important to you or 
your library?

It gives me the opportunity to go to the ILA.  
Without this I would have had to drive back and 
forth.  This way I stayed with another librarian 
and was able to attend the evening functions and 
share ideas with many librarians.  These ideas are 
valuable for problem solving and creating new 
outlooks.

2. What was one or two sessions that you 
really enjoyed?

I really enjoyed Meredith Hines- Dochterman, 
Public Relations and Marketing. She gave many 
ideas about posting on Facebook, when and 
how. She also gave ideas on how to get started 
and many different ideas about what to post to 
get more people looking at your site.  

3. What is something you saw or learned 
relevant to your library or that you’d like to 
try?

I am already implementing many of Meredith’s 
ideas with my weekly Facebook post.  I am also 
using ideas from Jennie Garner on Work Smarter, 
not harder and have looked at my staff more for 
ideas and not just workers.  I want to start having 
more work sessions than just staff meetings. 

Again, thank you for this award!



IOWA LIBRARY HAPPENINGS
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For the last two years during winter break, we have 
held a library campout day. My library assistant 
and I bring a bunch of sheets and blankets from our 
homes. We have a big bucket of clothes pins and 
plastic clamps available and then we cut the kids 
loose in a specific section of the library to create 
their tents. 

We also encourage them to grab some of the stuffed 
animals we have or the pillows from our little 
reading alcoves to make their space cozy. The kids 
love being able to create their special spaces and I 
love that the kids get to see the library as a fun place 
to be. 

After letting the kids hangout in their tents, we 
gather everyone around our “campfire” (a fake 
paper one I found on Amazon) and give them 
“s’mores” (cups with chocolate pudding, graham 
cracker crumbs, and marshmallows). I usually read 
a couple of stories and then we let the kids go back 
to hangout for a little while longer. 

It’s by far one of our best attended kids programs 
each year and the kids always ask when they will get 
to do it again!

MOLLY RACH, DIRECTOR
BLAIRSTOWN PUBLIC LIBRARY



FRIENDS GROUPS 
& VOLUNTEERS

March 2, 2018
Business Meeting 9:30 - 10:00

Program 10:00 - 12:00 

Name & Library Affiliation: Phone:

Address: City/Zip:

RECEIVE 2 C.E. CREDIT HOURS FOR ATTENDING THE ISLA SPRING PROGRAM

We will be utilizing ILA’s Zoom contract to present the Spring Meeting at sites across Iowa. Libraries will be selected 
to host this program based on the locations of registrants. Please indicate if you would be willing to host this 
program at your library and have a meeting room with access to the internet and a webcam. 

Yes, I will host the program at my library Name of hosting library
No, I need to attend at a library close to me

SCHOLARSHIPS 
YOU COULD 
WIN:

• One ($100) Summer Reading Program Scholarship will be awarded to an attendee from 
a size A or B library.

• One ($250) Leadership Institute Scholarship to an attendee who is a member of ISLA 
and is accepted into the Leadership Institute.

• Two ($150 each) Scholarships to attend the Iowa Library Association Conference to 
attendees who are a member of ISLA.

• One ($500) Scholarship to attend the Association of Rural and Small Libraries 
Conference to an attendee who is a member of ISLA and submits the required essay by 
February 5, 2018. 

Email:

Credit Card:

Exp. Date:

Signature:

Mastercard Visa Discover Am Ex

Card Number:

Check One:   Cash  Check  Credit Card

1. Mail your completed registration 
form and payment* to:
 Iowa Library Association
 6919 Vista Drive
 West Des Moines, IA 50266
*Providing a check as payment authorizes ISLA to use the 
information from your check to make a one-time electronic 
fund transfer from your account, or to process the payment 
as a check transaction.

2. Fax registration form with credit 
card information to: 515-282-9117**
* *This is a secure fax number located directly in the ILA 
office**

Cut here

TWO EASY 
PAYMENT 
OPTIONS:

$5 ISLA Members
$10 non-ISLA Members
$15 non-ILA/non-ISLA
$5 ____________ 
$10 ___________ 
$15 ___________
Total = ________

PAYMENT METHOD

REGISTRANT INFO

COST

LOCATION
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ISLA 2018 SPRING 
MEETING & 
PROGRAM

REGISTRATION 
FORM
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