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ILA Conference 2010.   

Coralville.  October 13-15.   

Theme for ILA in 2010 is Hard Times, Hard Decisions:  Iowa Libraries in 2010.  

Please plan to enjoy:  

WonderWeavers.  Co-sponsored by Storytellers’ Roundtable and Youth Services Subdivision.   

Ready-Set-Tell: Discovering the Storyteller within You.  Fun ways to bring stories to life.  “You need to 

tell your story,” writes Walt Crawford.  “Whether you call it storytelling, marketing, advocacy, promotion, 

or community outreach, you need to make the library’s story heard in your community…you need to know 

what you’re about, how you’re central, what you offer and what you should offer.”  Six simple steps will be 

offered.  Thursday, Oct. 14, 2:00 to 2:50 p.m. 

Turning Points™ If You Can Tell It—You Can Write It.   Mining personal memories to create personal 

stories.  Thursday, Oct. 14, 3:30 to 4:20 p.m. 

Bedtime Stories.  Thursday night in the Hotel Library 10:00-11:00 p.m.  Free and fun. 

Annual Business Meeting.  Breakfast Friday morning.  Please note cost for the meal has increased from 

$10 to $15.  Please begin to plan now to attend. 

Power of Story Award.  Storytellers’ Roundtable presentation of the first “Power of Story” Award.  

 

Request for help. 

Mason City Public Library is planning storytellers for two special events in October 2010.  The Mason City 

Public Library is reopening in a beautifully renovated building, and would like to have several special 

programs for children.  They would like to do an evening storytelling program with a 'bedtime' theme (they 

will have a working gas fireplace in their children's room for a truly magical setting) as well as a Saturday 

program for families.  Contact Gretchen Hayes at 641.421.3668 or www.mcpl.org if you can help. 

 

Why we need storytelling. 

Karen at www.storybug.net sent this through Northlands Storytelling Network. 

Thought you might find this interesting although they are not telling us anything we don't already know! 

The Creativity Crisis - Newsweek  

http://www.newsweek.com/2010/07/10/the-creativity-crisis.html  

 
Summer 2010 in Iowa reports filled with ideas and activities to use. 

 

Kolleen Taylor-Berven at Bertha Bartlett Public Library in Story City took time to say “I did handle the 

Pre-school Storytime one week, when Julia (our children's librarian) was on vacation.  34 children under 

age 5, 3 children under age 7, and 14 adults.   I managed to keep all engaged!” 

 

Cathy Van Brocklin of Ames Public Library said “The Youth Services Department at the Ames Public 

Library presented 20 plus fabulous storytimes and other programs at the library every week during Summer 

2010.  I took the show on the road.  Eight times a week I did an outdoor storytime at our Bookmobile 

stops.  Each week between 70 and 100 total kids, parents and grandparents showed up to hear stories, read 

books, sing songs and do crafts. I did a draw and tell story about a pig who found treasure at the end of the 

rainbow in the form of a refreshing mud puddle.  I've done magic tricks with the help of my young 

audience members.  I've recruited audience volunteers for reader's theater.  We've created tie-dye paper, 

pirate flags, and animated frogs.  In spite of heat, bugs, and threatening storms everyone had a great time, 

perhaps me most of all.”    

 

Duffy de France is a whirlwind of activity in the Muscatine area.  Some of her recent involvements include 

College for Kids, Ghost Stories, and a Firefly Birthday Party. 

http://www.mcpl.org/
http://www.storybug.net/
http://www.newsweek.com/2010/07/10/the-creativity-crisis.html


 

College For Kids (C4K) in Muscatine is a summer camp held in the mornings for 2 weeks for kids leaving 

1st grade through 7th grade.  C4K has been in operation for thirty years at least.  

 

The younger kids can sign up for mudworks, recycling arts, dinosaur studies, creative writing and  

origami.   

 

The middle grades can sign up for mock trial, solve a mystery, woodworking, "Act It Out", computer or art 

design, foreign languages, "Be a Pirate", shipbuilding, rocket building, culture shock, mask making, and 

international dances. 

 

The older kids can sign up for improv, acting, scrapbooking, strategic games, computer skills, photography, 

science lab, dissection and sculpture. 

 

This is Duffy’s 8th year to teach classes, and her focus was on 'Life is a Garden" and origami.  One little 

gardener brought his grandmother, who told stories about her garden, and her battles with deer, ground 

hogs, and rabbits.  She brought rhubarb, raspberries, carrots and radishes to share with the class.  The 16 

kids got to take home plants, a garden hat, butterfly baskets (glued cardboard butterflies to old Easter 

baskets), and little birdhouses.   

 

Plus, they made plastic webbing bugboxes, using pipe cleaners and 2 lids.  Take a 7x9 inch of plastic 

webbing, bend it to a cylinder, lace it with a pipe cleaner.  Use two plastic lids, about 3 inches in diameter.  

Glue the bottom of the cylinder to one lid.  Use the other lid for a top and use a pipe cleaner for the handle.   

Kids were supposed to glue the webbing to the bottom lid, but 5 of them glued the tops on!  We caught it in 

time.  Kids were very creative in the colors of plastic, pipe cleaners, and lacing techniques.   

  

In the Origami classes, a guest, Mrs. Foss, told how she made 1000 paper cranes over 25 years ago when 

she had cancer.  She sold 200 of her paper cranes to raise money for cancer research.  The rest are hung on 

a giant mobile.  Her smallest one is less than 1/2 inch, and took her 45 minutes to do.  Another one was a 

foot long.  She is also making a cloth origami quilt.  She retold the story of "Sadako, and the Thousand 

Paper Cranes." 

 

C4K is always held the last two weeks in June at a middle school.   

  

Duffy told ghost stories the last Saturday in June for a birthday party for a new 13 year old and her 12 

friends.  “We had a million dollar view of the Mississippi River from their hillside home in 

Davenport.  The teens and pre-teens listened really well to the stories or may have been fascinated to see 

whether my cape would catch fire from the bonfire the parents lit on the patio.  (It was already 90 degrees.)  

Thankfully the cape didn't catch on fire, but the art of storytelling did and all the kids took turns telling 

ghost and scary stories.  The oldest kids were very poised and polished, and the younger ones were greatly 

influenced by the current scary movies and vampire TV shows.  Some of the stories scared me!” 

  

Duffy provided a firefly party for her 2 year-old grand-nephew and his friends who live in the Des Moines 

area.  His home in East Des Moines is adjacent to the park area near Easter Lake, so they went into the park  

for a campfire.  They had benches, lawn chairs, bug spray, and candles.  They roasted marshmallows for 9 

kids ranging in age from 18 months  to 6 years.  Duffy read 3 books about fireflies by the bonfire.  “The 

Very Lonely Firefly” by Eric Carle is great for this theme.  They moved to the back yard when it was really 

dark to catch fireflies for their bug boxes. 

   

Family reunions often lead to storytelling.  Duffy’s family ended up telling stories and laughing 

so loudly that she thought they might get thrown out of the restaurant meeting room. 

 

From the Musser Public Library in Muscatine:  Storyteller Indiana Bones, also known as 

Mike McCartney of Santa Fe, New Mexico, performed at the library July 20, focusing on stories of 

Greek mythology.  He used Draco the Dragon and a Medusa's head prop.  He told the youngsters 

that he was the "storytelling cousin" of Indiana Jones.  McCartney wore a swashbuckling outfit with the 



appropriate hat, and said that he likes to "dig up" old stories, plus tell about his travels to South America, 

canoeing in a river filled with crocodiles and snakes.  Draco the dragon puppet was very popular, as 

"Indiana Bones" retold how Perseus hung the dragon in the sky to form the Draco constellation.   

 

From the Muscatine Journal: "I've been doing this since 1993," McCartney said following his second 

performance of the day.  "It keeps me going, because I'm inspired by children's enthusiasm.” 

 

The Musser Library held a Mt. Olympus party on July 27 to celebrate the end of the summer reading 

program.  Pegasus and other mythological creatures made an appearance.  The 15,000 reading goal was 

expected to be met by then, according to Betty Collins, Youth Services director, and Julie Lear, assistant. 

 

Duffy enjoyed telling a number of folktales, using puppets and props, such as the Gingerbread Man 

and the Giant Turnip, around Muscatine, as she delivered nearly 300 new and gently used books to give out 

to kids at day cares and summer camps as a part of the outreach program for the Muscatine Literacy 

Coalition.  Even the middle school students offered to volunteer their talents using puppets, because, "It's 

really fun!" 

 

Jean Casey and the Friends of the Clear Lake Public Library brought smiles to the crowd with the Iowa 

Storytelling Festival on Friday and Saturday, July 22 and 23.  Jill Beebout brought nature stories; Kevin 

McMullin shared music and multi-cultural tales; Jean Casey and her Friends made it happen and Gail 

Froyen told folktales.  All shared a bit of their personal stories.   

 

Clear Lake’s Iowa Storytelling Festival is a great annual addition to summer travels in Iowa. 

 

 
 

 

 

Patricia Coffie played with grandchildren in Nashville and Atlanta.  They took Coffie’s puppets and some 

origami plus their imaginations to create stories for hours with hardly any reference to electronics. 

   

When the 8 year old wondered what colors could be used for origami frogs, her little brother ran to his 

room and pulled out his frogs of the world shirt.  Then they could use all sorts of colors and created a 

“frogamid”—a pyramid of frogs. 

 

The Little Red Hen (played by Grandma Pat) served as the judge for the triplet players.  They auditioned 

for many a reality show part  (their Dad is with The Amazing Race).  First the puppet of the grandchild’s 

choice would show “Mysterious” or be a “Chicken with egg” or “Frog of some kind” or talk to “Baseball 

fans of America.”   

 



The creativity with each set of grandchildren was enormous and the time was filled with laughter.  These 

free-flowing and intense opportunities for fun went over well with the electronic generation.   The origami 

and puppetry have seen many classrooms.   They are great now as “grandma things” to be suggested to 

your library or classroom clientele. 

 

On the National Storytelling Scene. 

The Arts Committee has been at work for more than a year on a change that would open up funding 

opportunities for the storytellers who might come to your library.  They are asking for people to contact the 

staff of the local, regional, and state arts agencies and talk with them about the need for change in the Arts 

Discipline List of the National Standards for Arts Information Exchange Project (NISP). Currently 

storytelling is listed only as an example of a Folk/Traditional Art. Storytellers and arts agencies (and 

libraries) would be better served (qualify for more money) if storytelling were listed as both a 

Folk/Traditional Art and a Fine Art.  If you can help, let Patricia Coffie know and she’ll send the full 

talking points information. 

 

ILA (see top listing) and Storytelling Events Coming Soon: 

Story! Festival 2010.   September 17-19, 2010 in Story City, IA.  Contact Mike King.  515-292-3831. 

pjking@netins.net. 

2010 Tellers will present workshops, concerts, open mic, matinees, and STORY! stops in the shops with 

stories of humor, faith, friendship, and tradition. Come along to hear a variety of great stories or plan to tell 

a few of your own. It's a weekend full of surprises.  
National Storytelling Network Festival.  Oct. 1-3, 2010 in Jonesborough, TN.  www.storynet.org.  This is 

a wonderful immersion in amazing storytelling.  

 

Opportunities with Iowa Storytelling Guilds 
Riverbend Storytelling Guild, Applebee's on Elmore Ave., Davenport IA   

309-788-9890. Every 3rd Tuesday, 7pm 

Story Weavers Guild, Morningside Lutheran Church, Sioux City, IA.  

712-737-2472 Every 1st Monday, 7-9pm 

Story City Storytellers’ Guild. Bertha Bartlett Public Library.  Story City, IA.   

515-733-2685.  Second Thursdays, 5:30 p.m.    

Two Rivers Story Spinners, Des Moines Playhouse, Des Moines, IA   

515-306-9313 Every 4th Sunday, 4-5:30pm 

 

Remember to check out Storytellers’ Roundtable on Facebook. 
  

 
Saturday in the Park in Clear Lake with Storytellers. 

 

Let the stories be heard. 
 

mailto:pjking@netins.net
http://www.storynet.org/

