
Storytellers’ Roundtable of Iowa Library Association 
Annual Subdivision Meeting, Friday October 23, 2009 
Polk County Convention Complex, Des Moines, Iowa 
 
Current Officers 

• Chair- Duffy De France 
• Vice Chair/Chair Elect- Kolleen Taylor-Berven (appointed by Chair to complete term after 

resignation of Deb Lowman) 
• Secretary- Cathy Van Brocklin 

 
In Attendance: Duffy De France, Kolleen Taylor-Berven, Cathy Van Brocklin, Pat Coffie, Mike 
Wright (ILA Exec. Board liaison), Annette Murphy/ Menlo, Joyce Amdor/ Defiance, Jerri Heid/ Ames, 
Diane Sinclair 
Breakfast buffet preceded the meeting. 
 
Chairperson Duffy De France called the meeting to order at 7:45 a. m. 
Agenda was approved 
Minutes of the last meeting were distributed electronically before the meeting.   
Minutes of the last meeting were approved. 
 
Old Business 

• Newsletter editor Dave Ashcraft passed away this year. Pat Coffie was appointed by Duffy as the 
new editor.  She has agreed to continue as newsletter editor in the coming year.   

• Information about the Dave Ashcraft memorials was shared with the group.  The project that 
Dave began, Forever Books for Kids, continues in his absence. 

• Reports of the 2009 pre-conference, Nuts and Bolts of Storytelling, was given by several who 
attended. The workshop was attended by 19 participants including many youth services 
librarians and several new members of ILA. Maureen Korte presented the morning workshop.  
Pat Coffie and Duffy De France shared the afternoon program.  Joyce Amdor shared that she 
returned to the annual conference after many years absence in order to attend the storytelling 
workshop.  

• On Wednesday evening Duffy De France, Bob Goodin, and M. L. Hopson told stories and read 
poetry for a group in the Children’s area at the Des Moines.  The majority of the audience 
members were adults.  It was observed that a venue for storytelling that focuses on the adult 
audience be attempted at future events. 

• Thursday’s conference session, Gathering Local Stories 2009, was attended by 61.  presenters 
told how they gathered stories of the Iowa floods. 

• Guerilla Storytelling was a new event at ILA conference this year and we learned much.  It was a 
small but successful attempt at storytelling at the vendors’ booths in the Exhibit Hall. This year’s 
storytellers were Cathy VanBrocklin, Bob Goodin, Joyce Amdor, and Pat Coffie.  Several 
vendors were unaware of the opportunity to sign up for a telling at their booth.  The information 
flyers went to their corporate offices and they never saw them.  Next year to help raise awareness 
of the project we will print pictures of the Guerilla and a schedule for each participating booth. 
Other suggestions: have someone dress up in a guerilla suit and wear a sandwich board sign, t-
shirts with guerilla and logo, get permission from conference committee to talk to each exhibitor. 

• By-laws revision was reopened.  Dave Ashcraft had been working on the by-laws.  Cathy Van 
Brocklin will take up the task for the coming year.  Revisions needed include 

 Addition of newsletter editor as appointment of the executive committee or chair 
instead of being part of vice-chair’s job 

 Newsletter to be published a “minimum of four times per year” 
 Process for succession of officers when someone resigns 



 Include electronic voting 
 Remove “provide a current roster” 

New Business  
Goals for 2010 

1. Enhancing communications  
a. Creation of and adoption of Storytellers’ Roundtable Logo-preliminary design was presented to 

the group with a motion to proceed with revisions and the ILA approval process.  Motion was 
seconded and passed.  (See logo at the end of this document) 

b. Creation and adoption of Facebook page linked to ILA website according to ILA guidelines.  
The page as created by Pat Coffie and Duffy De France was presented and approved by the 
members present. It can be accessed on Facebook by searching for Storytellers Roundtable.  This 
webpage can be used to communicate with the membership, share pictures and video, share 
storytelling information and electronically host discussions about Storytellers’ Roundtable 
business. Members are encouraged to become a fan of the page on Facebook.  Pat Coffie will 
contact Laurie Hews about putting a link on the ILA website to the facebook page.   

c. Newsletter frequency and contributions were discussed.  According to the by-laws the newsletter 
is to be published quarterly. It was moved and seconded that the by-laws be changed to state, “at 
least 4 times per year.” The motion passed.  All members of the Storytellers’ Roundtable are 
encouraged to send information and stories to Pat Coffie for inclusion in the newsletter.   

2. Expand the understanding of the art of storytelling through the various communication channels 
of the Storytellers’ Roundtable. “ It’s all about story, and not just for children.” 

3. Create an award to be given every 2 years at ILA by the Storytellers’ Roundtable:  The Power of 
Story Award.  See proposal.  The first recipient in 2010 would be Dave Ashcraft.  This proposal 
was moved and seconded and passed by unanimous vote.  Pat Coffie will formalize the proposal 
for the award and present it to the appropriate ILA committee for approval.   

 
Conference participation in 2010 

a. Several ideas were proposed for the 2010 conference including: 
a.  Kevin Kling as banquet speaker. 
b. Poet Laureate of Iowa Mary Swander with Local History subdivision as co-sponsor  
c. Wonder Weavers with YSS as co-sponsor  

b. Duffy De France as chair and Cathy Van Brocklin in pro-tem for vice-chair will attend the 
ILA Conference Planning meeting on November 13 in Johnston.  The working theme for the 
2010 conference is Hard Times, Hard Decisions, and will focus on how libraries can help 
their communities and constituents in the current difficult economic climate. 
 

Election of Officers 
Joyce Amdor proposed the following slate of officers: 
 President:  Duffy DeFrance, Muscatine 
 Vice-president:  Kolleen Taylor-Berven, Bertha Bartlett Public Library, Story City 
 Secretary:  Cathy Van Brocklin, Ames Public Library, Ames 
 Newsletter Editor: Patricia Coffie, Waverly 
Jerri Heid seconded the proposal.  The slate passed by unanimous vote.   
 
Next meeting date and place: ILA Conference, Coralville, IA October 
13-15, 2010 

LOGO: 


