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Summary of Subdivision Activities in 2017: 
Please use the activity planning sheets you completed in 2016 as a guide.  Items to 
include in the section could include but are not limited to the following.   

• subdivision meeting/conference recap 
• recap of sessions you are sponsoring at the ILA Conference 
• other activities you are involved with at the ILA Conference 
• recap of the number of newsletters that were published and distributed 
• summary of any scholarships awarded by the subdivision  

 
Summary of any new projects, programs, decisions made by the subdivision in 
2017 (if applicable): 
Lobby from Home Day was held on Wednesday, February 15th. 
Worked with Communications Committee and ILA Staff to provide access to and disseminate 
information on the main planks of ILA’s legislative agenda, talking points, contact information for 
state legislators, etc.  Sent out multiple reminders on the member email list. 
 
ILA Legislative Day in Des Moines was held on Wednesday, March 15th. 
Again, worked with Communications Committee and ILA Staff to inform membership of the 
importance of attending legislative day and speaking directly with legislators; provided palm cards 
with the ILA Legislative Agenda and talking points as well as a briefing session with the ILA 
Lobbyists.  Communications Committee provided an electronic invitation piece for us to share. 
 
Rebecca Funke, Michael Scott and I attended National Library Legislative Day in Washington DC 
May 1-2.  We met with Representatives, Senators, and/or primary staff from those offices for all of 
Iowa’s congressional representatives in Washington. 
 
Drafted legislative agenda for 2019 and submitted for approval by the Executive Board and 
subsequent approval by membership at the fall ILA Annual Conference. 
 
What was your biggest challenge?  
 
I found it challenging to find the time to engage the full GAC membership in meaningful work.  
The legislative session moves so quickly, and the pace often requires short notice communication 
between the ILA lobbyists and the GAC Chair, with little time to involve the full committee.  I do 
think there is an opportunity to more fully engage the committee by making more use of CQ 
Engage, and setting up a system and protocol for alerting membership to governmental issues 
and legislation affecting libraries at both the national and state level.  I would guess that other 
State Associations may have models we could follow. 
 
Additional Business: 
As GAC Chair, I also attended the Iowa League of Cities Legislative Day in Des Moines on 
February 7th.  It was not nearly as effectively arranged as ILA’s Leg. Day, but nevertheless I did 
find it to be a valuable effort and was glad I attended. 
 
Also, (on a tangentially related note) on May 11th at the annual meeting of Beta Phi Mu (the honor 
society for Library & Information Science), our guest speaker was Amy Campbell, ILA’s lobbyist.  
This year’s annual meeting was held at the Ely Public Library.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 



Alison Ames Galstad 


