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Summary of Subdivision Activities in 2016:  

 
* Subdivision Conference Recap  
   The IASL Conference 2015 had the largest attendance to date.  Along with a  
   dynamic speaker John Schumacher conference attendees had the opportunity to  
   learn from other Iowa Teacher Librarians during breakout sessions.  The IASL  
   Executive Board decided it is time to move our annual conference to a larger venue  
   to meet the needs of our participants and vendors.  We look forward to our 2017  
   IASL Conference at the West Des Moines Marriott.  The Executive Board wishes to  
   acknowledge all of the work Kate Lechtenberg and her conference committee  
   member did to make this a successful event. 
 
* Sessions you are sponsoring at the ILA Conference  

  IASL is sponsoring many more sessions than last year!  They are as follows: 
  Teaching and Learning about Copyright Creative Commons, Fair Use in the Digital  
  World, Betwixt and BeTween Programs to Entertain, Effectively Communicating with  
  Administrators,  and Using Technology to Connect with Patrons and Students,  
  Robotics in the Library: STEM Connections.  
 
* Other activities you are involved with at the ILA Conference  

   IASL will be meeting during the Subdivision Business Meetings at 4:30 p.m. on  
  Thursday. 
 
* Recap of IASL Publications 

  The IASL Executive Board identified communication as a priority this year.  Chelsea  
  Sims has introduced and/or enhanced our connections with IASL members this year 
  through the blog, twitter, facebook, and a calendar of educational and library related  
  events calendar.  We are also proud to announce our IASL President Elect will be a  
  returning presenter at the ITEC Iowa Conference October 16 - 18.  We celebrate our  
  Teacher Librarians taking an active leadership role and sharing valuable information  
  through different formats of communication. 

 

Summary of any new projects, programs, decisions made by the subdivision in 2016:  

 
Past President Dixie Forcht met with Department of Education Director Ryan Wise, State 
Librarian Michael Scott, University of Iowa Coordinator of SLIS Program Chris Kolarik, 
Consultant Rita Martens and Erika Cook the Director of Standards and Curriculum last summer. 
The first goal for this meeting was to encourage the DE to appoint a task force to revise the 



Iowa School Library Program Guidelines  document (last revised in 2007).  The second goal was 
to encourage the revision of Site Visit documents to reflect requirements in the Iowa Code for 
school library programs, as well as the responsibilities of Teacher Librarians in these programs. 
Dixie will continue working on these goals. 
 
The IASL Executive Board recognized the importance of connecting with members of the 
School Administrators of Iowa and Iowa Association of School Boards. IASL will establish 
communication with a booth at annual conferences.  
 
Christine Sturgeon, Past Advocacy Chair has created an Advocacy Committee this year. 
Members will help strengthen Teacher Librarians and provide support as needed.  Mary Morgan 
Ryan from Illinois  has also shown interest in a multi-state initiative.  
 
Input has been gathered from focus groups for New Standards and Guidelines. Editorial Board 
and Implementation Task force have both been hard at work. New documents will be released 
at the 2017 conference. 
 
Becky Johnson, AASL Affiliate Assembly works at the national level to represent Iowa 
Association of School Librarians.  Becky is part of Region 3 which consists of AASL-affiliated 
state organizations from Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio and 
Wisconsin. This year Region 3 had several concerns including  
 

● Take action to address delayed updates and inaccurate information to AASL webpage 
and ALA Connect. 

● Take action to address the impact of local control has on the equity issues faced by 
students supporting quality library and information science instruction based on AASL 
Standards in the K-12 setting. 

● Investigate the twelve K-12 accrediting agencies listed on the US Department of 
Education site and extend the effort to reinstate the requirement for all accrediting 
agencies that do not already have the requirement. 

 
Val Ehlers, ILA Liaison has joined the Iowa Reading Research Committee to help make 
recommendations for summer school reading interventions. Their work with the mandatory 
summer school is complete.  State funding will determine whether the committee's work will be 
implemented. Please be advised that there were only two educators.  Val would like you to 
know that the educator’s recommendations were not listened to in the vetting group. 
 
A joint IASL/ACRL Committee on College Readiness has been created.  Association of College 
& Research Libraries (ACRL) and IASL will be working together to help prepare students for 
college.  This group has been meeting monthly via Google Hangouts.  Exciting work is in store 
for them!  They are looking into current trends and research concerning college readiness and 
the current cuts in teacher-librarian programming in public schools.  
 



There will be Teacher Librarian input on Iowa’s state plan Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). 
Several members of the IASL Executive Board have given input already and more will be 
participating in the statewide public meetings from September to November.  The next meeting 
will be in Des Moines, Oct. 19th. Val Ehlers will be attending this meeting. Area Teacher 
Librarians are encouraged to attend as well.  This funding could have a huge impact on 
Teacher-Librarian funding.  We are very grateful to Becky Johnson for spearheading Teacher 
Librarian participation.  


