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Iowa Library Association Statement on Book Challenges across the State

In response to the swell of concerns and challenges to materials in libraries across the state of Iowa in recent
weeks and months, particularly in school libraries, the Iowa Library Association issues this statement to remind
all readers that Intellectual Freedom is the right of library users to read, seek information, and speak freely as
guaranteed by the First Amendment.

As a matter of free, public discourse, the Iowa Library Association appreciates these constitutionally protected
discussions. We understand that book challenges serve as mechanisms for shared understanding of the importance
of library resources as well as foster interest in providing materials to community members of all ages, on all
matters, to meet all needs and intellectual pursuits. We urge boards, committees, library workers, and stakeholders
to process challenges according to their respective policies and procedures and to educate their communities about
the essential role of the library including its collection development goals.

Libraries are shared resources managed by qualified, trained professionals, and we recognize that the selection of
library materials, including the withdrawal of materials and the evaluation of donations, should be the work of
qualified library employees guided by selection policies and procedures. Professional library materials selection
requires library workers to consider a wide variety of community needs, interests, experiences, access levels, and
abilities to then continuously develop a collection which offers value for everyone.

School libraries have a particular charge to provide materials that are accurate, inform and extend the curriculum,
enrich students’ comprehension of their own experiences along with the experiences and identities of others, and
encourage students to develop their critical thinking and decision-making skills. As the American Association of
School Librarians states in their position statement on the role of the school library, “For learners, the school
library represents one of America’s most cherished freedoms: the freedom to speak and hear what others have to
say. Learners have the right to choose what they will read, view, or hear and are expected to develop the ability to
think clearly, critically, and creatively about their choices, rather than allowing others to do this for them.”

Parents and legal guardians have a responsibility and a right to guide their children’s use of library materials,
resources, and services. This responsibility is balanced along other families’ rights to make independent decisions,
young people’s developing right to privacy and the freedom to read, and the responsibility of schools and libraries
to provide a wide variety of materials in keeping with their selection policies and procedures.

However, the freedom to read is under threat. Calls by organizations as well as elected and non-elected officials to
dispense with policy, disregard individual rights, and to castigate and intimidate library workers freeze Iowan’s
abilities to exercise their own right to read and access information freely.

https://www.ala.org/aasl/sites/ala.org.aasl/files/content/advocacy/statements/docs/AASL_Role_of_the_School_Library.pdf


Every library in Iowa should have a documented materials selection policy, including a formal process for the
reconsideration of library materials. These are typically found in the policies that have been established and
approved by library boards or school boards. We remind librarians, communities, administrators, superintendents,
boards, and city leadership that the reconsideration and removal of library materials must be done in accordance
with these policies and procedures. Such formal processes promote transparent governance, free and open speech,
and values safeguarded by the Constitution.

Intellectual Freedom Committee resources are freely available to all regardless of ILA membership status. The
mission of the ILA Intellectual Freedom Committee is to actively pursue traditional and innovative opportunities
to monitor, advocate for, and support Intellectual Freedom as it relates to the association and its individual
members. Learn more at https://ialibraryassociation.libguides.com/intellectualfreedom.
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