
Candidates for ILA Executive Board 
 
The ILA Nominating Committee is pleased to present the following candidates for positions on the ILA Executive 
Board. Elections will be held via electronic ballot immediately following the ILA Annual Conference in October. 
Video statements made by each candidate are available on the ILA website.  
 
This year, we experienced the unusual situation in which one of the two candidates for Vice President/President 
Elect withdrew their name from the slate. The Nominating Committee found a replacement, but, subsequently, 
that candidate also withdrew their name, leaving just one of the original candidates remaining to run. The second 
withdrawal came days before the deadline for publishing the slate of candidates. The Executive Board asked the 
remaining candidate, Mike Wright, if he would be willing to run unopposed for the position. We thank Mike for 
his willingness to fulfill this role.  
 
Nominating Committee :  Leo Clougherty, Chair, Kimberly Babcock Mashek, Mary Heinzman, and Rebecca 
Funke, ILA Board Liaison 
 

For the Position of Vice President/President Elect:  Michael Wright 
A native of Michigan, Mike Wright received his MA in Library Science from the 
University of Minnesota.  He has worked in academic and public libraries there, in 
Pennsylvania and, for the last 34 years, in Iowa.  Mike also worked as a trainer and 
consultant for the now-defunct library network BCR, directly serving libraries in 
Colorado, Kansas, Montana, Utah, Washington, Wyoming, and, of course, Iowa.  At 
present he is the Director of the Dubuque County Library District, a five-branch 
suburban-rural library system headquartered in Asbury. 
 
Mike has served on numerous ILA committees over the years, most notably the 
Intellectual Freedom Committee, and was elected to the ILA Executive Board in 

2006.  He has been active with the ILA Foundation, having served as chair of the Fundraising Committee as well 
as Foundation President from 2014-2015.  Involved in ALA as well, he has served on a number of committees, 
including 9 years on the organization’s Intellectual Freedom Committee.  He is currently on an ad-hoc committee 
for ALA’s Office for Intellectual Freedom working filtering guidelines, and serves on the editorial board for the 
Journal of Intellectual Freedom and Privacy. 
 
Statement of Professional Concern: 
Spending most of my career in Iowa has been a stroke of good fortune, and I have also been lucky enough to 
experience our library community while wearing a number of different hats.  But whatever my role, I have always 
been impressed with the spirit of cooperation among Iowa libraries, and the collective creativity that’s poured into 
providing innovative library service to our communities, from large universities to middle schools, to the smallest 
towns.  I believe ILA has helped foster this “let’s go” attitude. 
 
The value we get from ILA is significant.  Whether it’s advocacy, continuing education, helping generate new 
ideas, or networking, ILA has it covered.  Its subdivisions, committees, roundtables, and boards offer terrific 
opportunities for learning and service. 
 
As with libraries, the environment for ILA has been challenging and changing for a number of years.  Yet with 
solid member support and imaginative leadership, the organization has remained strong and relevant, proving that 
both ILA and libraries still have a lot to offer in our increasingly digital world.  The current Executive Board has 
taken creative and positive approaches to ensure that ILA remains a vital resource and voice for Iowa’s libraries 
and librarians. If elected, I hope to continue on that path and would find it an honor and a pleasure to help chart 
ILA’s course for the next three years.  This is also an opportunity to give a little bit back to the professional 
community that’s given me so much. 
 
 



For the Position of Member-At-Large:  Elaine Hayes  
Elaine Hayes is the Adult Services Librarian at the North Liberty Community Library.  
Elaine has worked at North Liberty since 2001, and has worn a variety of hats – 
Library Assistant, Assistant Children’s Librarian, and Youth and Teen Services 
Librarian – before arriving at Adult Services.  Her current passions are community 
outreach and partnerships with community organizations.  She earned her MLIS from 
the University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee in 2007.  Her first library job was at the 
DeKalb Public Library in DeKalb, Illinois where she worked the circulation desk and 
typed up all those card catalog cards. 
As a member of ILA, Elaine has been a member of Support Personnel, Storytellers’ 
Roundtable, Iowa Small Library Association, Public Library Forum, and Youth 

Services.  She has been Chair of Iowa Small Library Association and Chair of Support Personnel.  She is also a 
current member of ARSL (Association of Rural and Small Libraries). 
 
Statement of Professional Concern: 
I am excited and honored to be considered for a position on the Executive Board.  The Iowa Library Association 
is a wonderful organization because of its members.  We are strong because we work together.  We learn from 
one another, we build relationships, and we share ideas.  As a member of ILA I am grateful for the relationships 
I’ve built and the professional development I’ve received.   
 
Are libraries still needed?  Absolutely!  Libraries are the last true Democratic institutions – where everyone who 
visits the library is given equal access to information and materials.  And those we serve don’t have to visit the 
physical library anymore for library services.  Rather than expecting our patrons to come to us, librarians 
recognize that we also have to go to our patrons, whether it is online or outreach in our communities.    The 
library has become much more than a physical location. 
 
ILA is also a Democratic institution that supports and advocates for libraries and librarians across the state, no 
matter the size of our communities and libraries, small or large.  We all have a voice.  I look forward to the 
opportunity to give back to ILA.  Thank you for your consideration. 
 

For the Position of Member-At-Large:  Dara Hanke Schmidt 
Dara Hanke Schmidt grew up in Northeast Iowa and had her first library job as a page 
at the Manchester Public Library.  She received her BA from Baldwin-Wallace College 
near Cleveland, OH and her first graduate degree as a Master of Professional Writing 
from the University of Southern California.  After deciding that a career in service was 
her calling, Dara attended San Jose State University for her MLIS.  She worked for the 
City of Downey and Los Angeles County public libraries in California before taking a 
job as a librarian generalist for the then Rangeview Library District in Colorado.  Dara 
was a catalyst and change agent that propelled the revolution of Rangeview Libraries to 
become Anythink Libraries.  At Anythink she served as a Teen Guide and later Branch 

Manager before coming home to Iowa for her dream job as the director of the Cedar Rapids Public Library.  
Dara’s commitment and dedication to the future of libraries have made her an active consultant and presenter at 
library staff days across the country and at the ALA and PLA annual conferences.  Her book Make it Here: 
Inciting Creativity and Innovation at your Library was published in 2015 by Libraries Unlimited. 
 
Statement of Professional Concern: 
I am honored to be nominated for the ILA board and would relish the opportunity to bring the lessons I’ve learned 
home to help the statewide library community.  Whether large or small, public or academic, innovative or 
traditional, we all serve our patrons the best ways we can to improve lives.  In the words of the active ALA 
advocacy campaign, Libraries Transform.  But our citizens will take us for granted if we don’t actively tell our 
stories.  Whether talking to a legislator, patron, or colleague I am a natural communicator and passionate library 
cheerleader.  My background is in public libraries, but the greatest lessons from public libraries translate across 
special, school, and academic libraries as well.  To be a true participatory library, we must listen and respond to 
the wants and needs of our patrons and our communities.  We have to be flexible and willing to really hear what 



people want from us.  We have to be willing to take risks and go for really big wins that are outside our comfort 
zones.  We have to understand that change is inevitable, and that responding to our changing community needs 
makes us stronger as a library and a community.  We are doing this work already.  Our libraries make Iowa better 
every day.  I would welcome the chance to be on the ILA board and help tell our story. 
 

For the Position of Member-At-Large:  Sara Scheib 
Sara Scheib is the Sciences Reference & Instruction Librarian at the University of 
Iowa Sciences Library. Prior to joining the UI Libraries, Sara worked as the Emerging 
Technologies Librarian at Kirkwood Community College and Assistant Director of 
the Pella Public Library. An Iowa City native, Sara earned her Master’s in Library and 
Information Science from the University of Iowa in 2008. Sara has been a member of 
ILA since 2006, serving as a member of the Community College Roundtable, 
ILA/ACRL Directory and Spring Conference Committees, and chair of the 
ILA/ACRL Electronic Communications Committee. She is currently serving as 
President of ILA/ACRL , Co-Chair of the ACRL Science and Technology Section 
Awards Committee, and member of the ACRL Instruction Section Teaching Methods 

Committee. She has presented at the ILA/ACRL Spring Conference and at the Research Data Access and 
Preservation Summit. At the University of Iowa, Sara is involved in strategic planning and implementation, the 
development of a new service for research data curation, and the creation of reading and writing groups for 
Chemistry students. 
 
Statement of Professional Concern: 
As a member of ILA, I have received so many benefits. When I was a new librarian, I received guidance and 
support through the mentoring program. Every year, I have the opportunity to learn from my innovative 
colleagues at conferences. And the amazing people I've met along the way have helped me plot my career and 
build my professional support network. After everything ILA has given me, it's time for me to give back by 
working hard to make sure ILA continues to be a valuable resource for our members. In ILA, we're so fortunate to 
work with a lot of smart people who have great ideas. If elected to the Executive Board, I would consider it my 
job to help bring those ideas to fruition and get things done so we can “light up the future” together. I’m proud to 
be an Iowan and a librarian, and I’m honored to be nominated. Thank you for your consideration. 
  
 

For the Position of Member-At-Large:  Cara B. Stone 
Cara B. Stone is an Iowa native and serves as Coordinator of Information Literacy 
Instruction & User Experience Librarian at Grand View University. She began her 
work in libraries as a student worker at her undergraduate institution, Luther College, 
and was briefly employed as a page by the North Liberty Community Library while 
she student-taught in the Iowa City Community School District. Cara taught music in 
the public schools for three years before pursuing her MLS at Indiana University 
Bloomington, having graduated in 2011. 
  
Cara has been active in ILA and ILA/ACRL since 2010, having previously served on 

the following ILA/ACRL committees: Awards, Electronic Communications, Membership, and Mentoring. She 
currently serves as ILA/ACRL Campus Ambassador for Grand View University, and is a member of the 
following committees: ILA/ACRL Professional Development, ILA/ACRL Spring Conference Program, ILA 
Intellectual Freedom. She serves as Chair of the ILA Ad Hoc Committee for Diversity and Inclusion, and was 
elected to the ILA/ACRL Executive Board as Member-at-Large, serving in that role through 2017. This past July, 
Cara participated in the ILA Leadership Institute. Cara also previously served ALA as a member of the NMRT 
Liaison Coordination & Support Committee, a member of the NMRT Mentoring Committee, and as chair of the 
NMRT Handbook Committee. She is a member of the American Association of University Women (AAUW). 
Cara was involved in the creation of the IPAL Information Literacy Interest Group and continues to co-lead the 
biannual in-person events, as well as helps coordinate the associated iLOVE-Instruction information literacy blog. 
 
 



Statement of Professional Concern: 
As someone born and raised in Iowa, I have seen the impact libraries have had on generations of Iowans. As a 
result, I greatly value our role and am always excited to be involved with ILA at any level. The opportunities our 
organization provides for collaborative and innovative efforts, problem-solving, creativity, community 
engagement & outreach, and communication across all types of libraries are so valuable! It would be a privilege 
to serve as a member of the ILA Executive Board. 
  
If elected, I seek to be an additional conduit for communication between the board and the membership. I aim to 
have purposeful, practical, and proactive conversations. I want you to feel comfortable bringing forward questions 
and concerns, or sharing your successes. We all have challenges, but I want us to come together to focus on action 
steps toward solutions for efficient and effective progress. Particularly in lean times, I believe our greatest 
resource is the support we provide one another. 
  
As librarians, we are invested in our communities. We are thrifty and resourceful. We may be overworked, but we 
do it because we know we are making a difference. No matter our professional focus, we can do more together 
than we can alone. Let’s keep our momentum and build upon it! Let’s connect more; let’s engage with each other 
to share ideas and collaborate; let’s work together to continue to build meaningful experiences for the future of 
our profession and communities we serve! 
  
 

For the Position of ALA Councilor:  Samantha Helmick 
Samantha Helmick is the Public Services Manager at Burlington Public Library. She 
is a 2016 ALA Emerging Leader and currently serves on the ALA Public Awareness 
Committee, the ALA GLBT Round Table, as the ILA Public Library Forum chair, 
and as a member of the ILA Ad Hoc Communications Committee. She is a 
contributor to YALSA's blog and the author of Mobile Social Marketing in Libraries 
which encourages social media initiatives to promote diversity and engagement 
through library marketing.  Samantha is the 2014 recipient of the Youth Services 
Subdivision Quality Time Award.  
 
Statement of Professional Concern: 

I am honored to be running for a position of ALA Council on the Executive Board of the Iowa Library 
Association. In my capacity of ILA member, volunteer, committee member, and Public Library Forum chair, I 
have served in several levels of the organization and have grown tremendously in my understanding of how the 
Association operates to serve as a resource for Iowa libraries and librarians. 
 
To me, the Iowa Library Association is about education, networking and empowering us to do our best for our 
communities. My goals are to continue to bring new and innovative ideas into our state which keep our libraries 
current and indispensable, and to encourage diverse candidates to enter into a profession which brings value to 
thousands of Iowa citizens and students each day.   
 
My focus will be to continue the good work of the ALA Public Awareness Committee campaign, Libraries 
Transform, which educates communities about the opportunities, resources and quality-of-life experiences 
libraries provide. In phase two of this campaign, ALA President-Elect, Dr. Julie Todaro will give special attention 
to the professionals, paraprofessionals and library staff who are the human capital of all library success.  
 
As your ALA Councilor, promoting continued education, expanding skill set development as well as advocating 
the next generation of librarians in their stories of value will be initiatives I will explore with alacrity. Thank you 
so much for your consideration. I am eager to receive your questions, ideas and feedback.  
 
 
 
 



For the Position of ALA Councilor:  Amy Muchmore 
Amy Muchmore has been an Adult Services Librarian at Carnegie-Stout Public 
Library for nearly 6 years.  Amy received her MLIS at the University of Denver in 
2009.  In 2011 she moved to her mother’s home town of Dubuque, Iowa to take a job 
at Carnegie-Stout Public Library.  Amy routinely balances traditional and emerging 
library functions.  She has taught the senior computer and tablet classes, handles 
genealogy and local history requests and provides reader’s advisory assistance. Amy 
also plans educational and innovative programming for adults over the age of 18, 
marketing those programs through a variety of social media platforms, within the 
library and around the community.   

 
In July 2012, Amy was honored to attend the 5th Iowa Library Association Leadership Institute with then ALA 
President Maureen Sullivan.  She has been a member of the American Library Association since 2008 and the 
Iowa Library Association since 2011. She is the Secretary/Treasurer for the ILA Reader’s Advisory Round Table 
and presented on the RART Genre Study at the 2015 ILA Annual Conference.   
 
Statement of Professional Concern: 
Dubuque is an old city with a very strong sense of its own history.  As such, I am reminded every day that though 
libraries are challenged to remain relevant and keep up with new technologies, many of the core elements of 
library service remain important to our patrons.  As a relatively new librarian I have the capacity to embrace 
change but I also respect tradition.  Every day when I schedule programs and manage my collections, I am aware 
that libraries and librarians are expected to do more with less.  The library is no longer just a repository of books, 
it is a community space where people can gather, learn, create and invent.  Libraries need strong budgetary 
support on every level and librarians need to advocate for the institution.  I would be honored to represent Iowa 
libraries and be your eyes, ears and voice with the National council.  I promise to keep you apprised of upcoming 
needs, concerns and information coming from ALA.    
 


