
Inside This Issue Message From The ILA President
This year has flown by! It has been my honor and pleasure
to serve as the ILA President this past year. Under Duncan
Stewart’s leadership in 2015, the Executive Board began
the work of  developing a new mission and vision
statement. Earlier this year, the Membership voted to
endorse the new mission and vision, which set the course
for the Board to establish clear priorities for the
Association. So this year, in addition to the Association’s
regular activities and events that we do on an annual basis,
including Lobby from Home Day in February, the Legislator’s Reception at the
Capitol Law Library in March, the Annual Conference in October, and Annual
Planning Day in November, the Executive Board has been working on strategic
planning. 

In June, the Board gathered in Grinnell for an extended planning meeting.  Our
planning discussions focused on six key areas for the Association:  Professional
Development, Membership Development, Annual Conference, Communication,
Advocacy, and Strategic Planning. At the Annual Planning Meeting in
November, our VP/President-Elect, Rebecca Funke, took that planning a step
further, by facilitating discussions around those same key areas with the members
in attendance for Planning Day. You can anticipate hearing more from Rebecca
in the coming months about the development of  ILA’s Strategic Plan and our
priorities moving forward.

I would like to thank the Executive Board for their dedicated work this past year.
They have been a wonderful group to work with: thoughtful, inspired, creative,
on task, and most importantly, committed to doing the best job for ILA and our
membership. I’d also like to thank Melissa Primus at DMS for her tireless efforts
in keeping us all on track! She has a remarkable command of  the complexities
of  running a volunteer Association, and her skills in keeping all the balls in the
air for this multi-participant juggling act are extraordinary. Lastly, a special thank
you to Marilyn Murphy, long-time ILA Secretary, who will be retiring at the end
of  the year. Marilyn has done a remarkable job over the years, documenting the
Executive Board meetings as well as the Annual Business Meeting for the
Association at Conference. The consistency and clarity of  her work as secretary
has been vital to both the day-to day operations of  the Executive Board and the
historical record of  the Association and its membership. We wish her the very
best as she embarks on new adventures in her retirement!

Thank you for giving me this opportunity to serve you all as ILA President. I
look forward to continuing my work with the Executive Board next year as Past-
President under Rebecca Funke’s leadership! AND I look forward to welcoming
you all to Coralville in the fall for the 2017 Annual Conference at the Coralville
Marriott Hotel & Conference Center, October 18-20!

Alison Ames Galstad
ILA President
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Renew Your Membership Now!
Watch your email for the ILA 2017 Dues Renewal Notice in December. You can print
and mail, or fax, your membership form with payment, or you can renew and pay online
on ILA's website. No need to log-in!

If  ILA does not have your email address, you will receive your first notice via postal mail.
Please add your email address to your form so we can communicate electrically going
forward. Memberships are for the calendar year.

The Iowa Library Association fosters a community of  innovation and advocacy, supporting and
strengthening our members to promote libraries as an essential resource for all Iowans.   Please join us as
we work to carry out our mission.

Please renew! And recruit a new member to join with you!

IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
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West Des Moines, IA 50266
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Social Media Success @ The Conference

The ILA Fall Conference
was a huge success this year,
especially in terms of  social
media activity. We
encouraged you to
participate as much as
possible with our Facebook
page, our Twitter account,
our hashtag #ialib16, and
our Sched account. You
answered the call with
informative tweets, great
photos, and clever insights! 

Plus all of  your interactions
helped create some positive
networking and reporting
results too. Members

discovered each other via these accounts and the hashtag. New relationships were formed.
Also, members in one session were still able to learn about another session thanks to their
fellow members tweeting about it. Our Sched account also saw quite a bit of  use, so we
hope that it helped all of  you to navigate the conference.

Look for ILA to expand its use of  social media in the near future. And don’t forget to
connect with us if  you haven’t already!

Dan Chibnall
Communications Committee Chair

http://www.iowalibraryassociation.org. 
mailto:corsonbarbara@gmail.com
mailto:michaelw@dubcolib.lib.ia.us
mailto:nancy.trask@winterset.lib.ia.us
mailto:debbie.stanton@washington.lib.ia.us
mailto:sims.chelsea@iowacityschools.org
mailto:mmurphy@mtmercy.edu
mailto:desotolibrary@mchsi.com
mailto:brett-cloyd@uiowa.edu
mailto:rsfunke@dmacc.edu
mailto:duncan-stewart@uiowa.edu
mailto:agalstad@coralville.lib.ia.us
http://www.iowalibraryassociation.org/
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At the end of  every year, we bid farewell to our outgoing Executive Board members who have completed their terms and are
rotating off  the Board. A big thank you to Brett Cloyd, Misty Gray, Andrew Fuerste-Henry, and Duncan Stewart
for their years of  service on the Board and their contribution to ILA Leadership. We also will be saying goodbye to ILA’s
longtime Secretary, Marilyn Murphy and our Treasurer, Nancy Trask. Marilyn and Nancy are both looking ahead to new
challenges in retirement, and we wish them the very best!

We had an uncommon situation in 2016, with Andrew leaving the State of  Iowa for a new position in St. Louis, leaving the ALA
Councilor position vacant for half  the year. Michael Wright graciously stepped into that position for the remainder of  Andrew’s
term, representing Iowa at the ALA MidWinter Conference.  Mike took that leadership initiative one-step further by agreeing
to stand for election for VP/President-Elect this fall. We were fortunate to have a very solid slate of  candidates for the fall
elections, and our sincere thanks go out to all of  the individuals who stepped up to run for leadership positions in ILA this fall–
your commitment to ILA is deeply appreciated! Mike Wright will be our new VP/President-Elect as Rebecca Funke moves
into her role as President in 2017. We welcome Dara Schmidt and Cara Stone, who will be replacing Brett and Misty on
Executive Board. And congratulations to Samantha Helmick, who will be serving as ILA’s newly elected ALA Councilor.

ILA Leadership Transitions 

The Foundation Board Thanks 
Members And Friends For Their Support

The ILA Foundation Board members are extremely grateful for the support we have received from the Iowa library
community. Once again, you have generously donated and enabled us to continue to fulfill our mission of  supporting the Iowa
Library Association and librarians across the state of  Iowa. You donated more than 150 items and we were able to raise
$5,783 from the silent auction alone to add to our funds. ILAF funds are used for scholarships, continuing education, the ILA
Leadership Institute, excellent speakers at the annual conference, and to support the ILA office and staff. Over the years
ILAF has been able to award more than $150,000, thanks to your generous support. 

2016 ILAF Board 

Lois Blythe 
Rick Brammer 

Mary Bucy
Sarah Clendineng
Barbara Corson 

Karen Davidson 
Tami Finley
Ken Jones 
Tim Jones 

Marlys Lien

Susan Macken 
Susan Moore 
Cathy Noble
Kay Runge

Wendy Street
Michael Wright

Sarah Clendineng
ILAF President

Calendar Of  Events
December
December 9 – ILA Board Meeting
December 26-30 – ILA Office Closed

January
January 1 – 2017 Membership Year Begins 
January 20-24 – ALA Mid-Winter Meeting, Atlanta, GA
January 10 – Catalyst deadline for February issue
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Governmental Affairs Committee Report
The 2016 legislative session was uneventful, perhaps the calm before the electoral storms that came later. The ILA
Governmental Affairs Committee Chair (past president of  ILA), Duncan Stewart, worked with our lobbyists, Craig Patterson
and Amy Campbell, to advance ILA’s legislative goals:  more financial support for the State Library and its resource sharing
programs, ongoing support for Learning Express, and reminding legislators of  the importance of  teacher librarians as part
of  the instructional staff  team in our schools. 

Legislative Day was well-attended and productive—we fed the legislative pages, buttonholed our legislators, and made ILA’s
significant presence felt at the state capitol. One thing that piqued the interest of  our legislators was the fact that the State
Library of  Iowa pays rent for its space in the capitol complex—both for the Law Library and for space in the Miller Building—
and the rate of  escalation for those rental fees is significant. 

Michael Scott, State Librarian, and Alison Ames Galstad, ILA President, represented Iowa at National Library Legislative
Day in Washington DC in May and spoke with most of  our members of  Congress. Michael and Alison discussed the
importance of  the pending Senate confirmation hearings for Carla D. Hayden, nominee for the next Librarian of  Congress,
with Senator Grassley’s and Senator Ernst’s offices.

Lobby from Home Day will be set for mid-February 2017 and ILA Legislative Day at the Capitol will be in
mid-March 2017, starting with a briefing by our lobbyists followed by our reception for legislators in the stunning Iowa Law
Library later in the afternoon. State support for libraries and working with the Department of  Education to identify teacher
librarians as instructional staff  will be two of  our legislative goals next year, as well as a new plank in our legislative agenda
calling for support to preserve and protect Iowa’s documentary and physical history. ILA will continue to work with the State
Historical Society of  Iowa to support the ongoing mission of  their research libraries in Des Moines and Iowa City. 

Dates for Lobby from Home Day and ILA Legislative Day 
will be announced in the coming weeks – stay tuned!

Alison Ames Galstad
ILA President
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Finance Committee 2016 Annual Report
The members who have served on the Finance Committee in 2016 are:
Paula Brown Alison Ames-Galstad, President Thomas Kessler Melissa Primus, ILA Staff  
Jeffrey Kushkowski Duncan Stewart, ILA Past President Nancy Trask, Treasurer & Chair

When the ILA Executive Board recommended that Committee Chairs be members of  the Executive Board, the Treasurer
became the Chair of  the Finance Committee. This model is working well and has increased the communication between the
Committee and the Board.

During 2016, the Finance Committee encouraged and promoted the planning of  a membership campaign by the
Membership Committee and new PR activities undertaken by the Communications Committee. These activities are resulting
in an increase of  involvement of  ILA members, and mark the road forward to increasing our membership numbers and
involvement, in other words, increasing the vitality of  the ILA as a whole.

As with every year of  the Finance Committee, the members are preparing to undertake a flurry of  activity in November and
December to formulate the 2017 budget. This occurs late each year in order to get the final report of  income and expenditures
from the Annual Conference. Members of  the Finance Committee worked with the group attending the Annual Planning
Day on Nov. 4, and set a deadline of  Nov. 18 for 2017 budget requests from each Committee.  We will present the 2017 budget
recommendation to the Executive Board at the January meeting.

Nancy Trask
Finance Committee Treasurer & Chair
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2016 Conference Review
This year I had the honor and pleasure of  serving as co-chair of  the Speaker’s
Subcommittee for ILA’s annual conference, which was held at the picturesque
Grand River Center in Dubuque, Iowa. In an effort to better represent the diverse
interests of  Iowa librarians, this year the planning committee invited representatives
from each of  ILA’s many subdivisions and round tables to assist in the planning
process. The result was a wide variety of  sessions offered that appealed to librarians
from all types and sizes of  libraries. 

Three excellent pre-conference sessions were held on Wednesday. A trolley tour of
historic Dubuque capped off  the afternoon, followed by the Grand Opening of  the
Exhibits and the Iowa Library Association Foundation’s silent auction.  The silent
auction was a wonderful smorgasbord of  original artwork, literacy-themed gifts,
handmade jewelry, book bundles, and food and wine baskets. I was lucky enough
to be the high bidder on an amazing illustration featuring some of  Iowa’s state
symbols and its motto. Alas, I was outbid on the “Ultimate Party Fixture” and the
accompanying 12 pack of  beer. Maybe next year! Thank you to the Carnegie-Stout
Public Library for hosting the evening’s reception and How-To-Festival. 

Thursday morning opened with an engaging keynote presentation by Bryan
Lansing from BridgeWorks.  Personally, I found the topic of  generational work ethics
to be fascinating, and attended the follow up concurrent session. On Friday Cindy
Blinkinsop from the Mid City High School in Davenport gave an inspiring talk that
reflected this year’s theme ILA: Lighting up the Future. Attendees walked away
with a renewed sense of  purpose and some new ideas to try in their libraries. Past
ILA President and director of  the Decorah Public Library, Lorraine Borowski, was
presented the ILA Member of  the Year award. Thank you, Lorraine, for your many
years of  service and your dedication to Iowa libraries. 

The conference wasn’t strictly about attending sessions and earning continuing
education credits. Back for a second year, Thursday’s Trivia Night provided a
great opportunity for networking and socializing.  The evening was once again
emceed by Iowa Public Television’s Dan Wardell and featured categories such as
“Library Acronyms”, “Fathers and Children in Literature” and “Back to the 70s
and 80s”. A cash bar and fall harvest buffet fueled the collective brain power while
Double Downs and Mulligans earned money for ILAF. Even though my team didn’t
win, I still count Trivia Night as a huge success! 

On behalf  of  the Conference Planning Committee I would like to extend a big
thank you to my fellow committee members, the Local Arrangements Committee,
Diversified Management Services, and all of  the wonderful volunteers for their
work on this year’s conference. It truly does take many hands to make light work.
Thank you also to the exhibitors, vendors, and sponsors; we couldn’t do it without
you. A list of  exhibitors can be found beginning on page 21 of  the conference
program. And of  course, thank you to ILA members and all of  the conference
attendees. It’s not often we can gather outside our own library’s doors, and the
camaraderie and experiences I gain from the conference makes it one of  the
highlights of  my year. 

Mark your calendars for next year’s conference, October 18-20 at the Coralville
Marriott. We hope you can join us!

Jillian Rutledge
2016 Speakers Subcommittee Co-Chair

Santa, aka Roy Kenagy, gave his session 
dressed as Santa.

Dan Chibnall and Brett Cloyd met President 
Abe Lincoln at the Wednesday Reception.

Vice President/President Elect Rebecca Funke
presenting Wondering and Wandering: 

Tales of  ILS Migration.

Dreama Deskins, presenter of  the session: 
Kits and Puzzles and Games, Oh My!

ILAF Board President Sarah Clendineng presents the
Jack E. Tillson Scholarship to Rebekah Walker.
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Claudia Frazer, Monnica Marquez, and Mark
Anderson presented 21st Century Archivists.

Attendees bid on items for the 
ILAF Silent Auction.

Judging the Trivia Contest is hard work! Kate Thompson and Sara Scheib 
enjoy the conference.

2016 winners of  the Trivia Contest with celebrity emcee Dan Wardell.

This beautiful quilt, created by ILAF Board member
Sarah Clendineng, was a raffle item this year.

Thursday’s Keynot speaker, Bryan Lansing 
from Bridgeworks.



8 - November/December 2016 Catalyst

2016 ILA Awards Winners
Congratulations to these ILA members for their award-winning service to ILA!

Member of  the Year
Presented for the first time in 1989, this
award recognizes outstanding service to
the Iowa library community.
The 2016 winner is Lorraine
Borowski, Director of  the
Decorah Public Library. Many
thanks to Lorraine for her hard
work and dedication and her
many years of  service.

Jack E. Tillson Scholarship 
An education grant of  $1,500 given to a University of  Iowa library
student and provided by the late Jack E. Tillson, former Executive
Assistant of  the Iowa Library Association.
Presented to:  Rebekah Walker

ILA Foundation Scholarship 
An education grant of  $1,500 given to a University of  Northern Iowa
library student.
Presented to:  Elizabeth Pearson

ILA/ACRL Annual Conference Scholarship
Presented to:  Kate Thompson, University of  Alabama MLIS
Student

Citation of  Merit Award
Presented to:  Dorrie Lalonde, Drake Community Library,
Grinnell 

Quality Time Award 
Presented to: Merri Monks, State Library of  Iowa

Power of  Story Award
Presented to: Monica Leo and the Eulenspiegel Puppet
Theater Company, West Liberty

Presidential Award
Presented to:  Alison Ames Galstad, ILA President

Lifetime Membership Awards
Given to ILA members of  twenty-five years or more upon their retirement.
Presented to: 
Bonnie Fear, retired, Alburnett Community School
Joyce Godwin, retired, Indianola Public Library
Pat Jans, retired, Schroeder Public Library, Keystone
Karen Lehmann, retired, Wartburg College, Waverly
Beth Ann Miller, retired, Janesville Public Library

20 Year Member Awards 
Given to ILA members after 20 years of  membership. 
Presented to: 
Robert Buckley, Marion Public Library
Brett Cloyd, University of  Iowa Libraries
Pam Collins, Musser Public Library, Muscatine
Mike Dargan, Waterloo Public Library
Ellen Hampe-Alexander, Coralville Public Library
Paula James, Adel Public Library
Ken Jones,  Jones Library Sales, Inc.
Terri Kallsen, Hawarden Public Library
Kim Manning, Hampton Public Library
Sarah Meyer-Reyerson, Waverly Public Library

Outgoing Board Member Recognition
Presented to:  
Brett Cloyd, University of  Iowa Libraries
Andrew Fuerste-Henry, Six Mile Regional Library District,
Granite City, IL
Misty Gray, State Library of  Iowa
Michael Wright, Dubuque County Library District

  I Can Help
If  you’d like to get involved on one of  ILA’s Committees or Subdivisions, or know someone else that would be
a good fit, please fill out the I Can Help form included in this issue of  the Catalyst.  

Send it back to the ILA office and our current leadership will contact you! 

http://www.iowalibraryassociation.org/images/documents/I_Can_help_ILA.pdf
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Iowa Library Association 2017 Legislative Agenda

Iowans love our libraries! 
• 66% of  Iowans have library cards and they check out more than 27 million pieces/year
• State reimbursement for interlibrary loans allows libraries to share more than 84,000 library items each year
• Over 49,000 Iowans visit libraries every day 

Libraries provide vital public services not available from any other source. In libraries across the state Iowans can access the
Internet, find early childhood educational programs and homework help, and take advantage of  resources for job searches,
career development, and personal enrichment.

In 2017, ILA looks forward to working with the Governor, the State Legislature and state agencies to support high quality
library service across the Iowa. To accomplish that goal the Iowa Library Association supports:
• Full funding for the State Library of  Iowa: Every dollar invested in the State Library helps fulfill the Library’s mission to
partner with public libraries to improve service for all. 

• Increased funding for Enrich Iowa: This statewide program of  direct state aid for Iowa public libraries helps them
modernize infrastructure, update technology and provide innovative services. State assistance also ensures that Iowans
can use their local library card to check out materials at participating libraries across Iowa. Furthermore, state support
for interlibrary loans give Iowans equal access to library resources by promoting resource sharing among all types of
libraries.

• Continued financial support for state-wide career and workforce related databases:  These interactive online learning
platforms featuring over 770 practice tests, tutorials, and eBooks related to job search and workplace skills improvement,
career certification and licensing exam preparation, college entrance and graduate school admissions exam preparation,
GED exam preparation, and basic skills improvement in reading, writing, and math, for all ages.

• Recognition of  teacher librarians as school instructional staff: Directing the Department of  Education to designate teacher
librarians as instructional staff  who provide student learning in school libraries, classrooms, learning commons,
makerspaces, labs, and virtual learning spaces. Teacher librarians play a critical role within the educational team in each
Iowa school district and work closely with their public library, academic library, and special library colleagues to provide
lifelong information literacy and to strengthen Iowa communities.

• Preserving Iowa’s tradition of  hometown governance for public libraries: ILA knows that autonomous, locally selected
public library boards of  trustees are fundamental to successful management and community support for local public
libraries.

• Support funding to preserve Iowa’s historical documents and records: We have a duty to future Iowans to use best practices
to preserve, protect, and publicize our unique historical materials.

ILA members come from every county in the state and represent Iowa’s invaluable system of  1500 public, school, academic
and special libraries. As the organized voice of  the Iowa library community the Iowa Library Association has worked for more
than 100 years to provide Iowa with the best possible library service. The association will continue to monitor and address
legislative issues of  importance to the Iowa library community.

Approved 10/13/2016


