
Message From The ILA President
I want to thank everyone once again for their
great advocacy work this year during the
legislative session. A special thank you to the
Governmental Affairs Committee, ILA lobbyists,
and Iowa Association of  School Librarians for
their work. Funding was increased by $50,000 for
Enrich Iowa and funding for LearningExpress
was approved by the Legislature and sent to the
Governor for approval. In March, legislation was signed into law by the
Governor, removing financial incentives within the operational sharing
program for sharing teacher librarians. This means teacher librarians can
still be shared, but there is no financial incentive for school districts, so we
still have work to do. Please make sure you continue to talk to your
Legislators throughout the year about Iowa libraries.

I just returned from the National Library Services for the Blind and
Physically Handicapped bi-annual conference. It was a wonderful
opportunity to meet and network with librarians across the nation. I
always learn so much in the conference sessions and really look forward
to sharing ideas and hearing what other librarians are working on. I never
stop being impressed with the talented librarians that we have in all of  our
libraries. This conference also got me thinking of  our ILA Conference,
Iowa Libraries Make It Happen, in Cedar Rapids on October 22-
24. I am excited to hear what projects, programs and services Iowa
libraries are providing to our Iowa communities. Watch for more details
about our conference.

I wish everyone a wonderful and fun summer. Thank you for all you do
for Iowa, your communities and our libraries.

Sarah Willeford
ILA President
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Planning To Attend The ILA Conference?

Do You Have Your Room Reserved?
Are you planning to attend the
Annual Conference in Cedar
Rapids?  If  so you will want to
make your room reservation early
to make sure you get a room and
receive the discounted group rate.

Cedar Rapids Doubletree 
350 1st Ave NE
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401
Phone: 319-731-4444
Click here to view website

http://doubletree3.hilton.com/en/hotels/iowa/doubletree-by-hilton-hotel-cedar-rapids-convention-complex-CIDCCDT/index.html
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ILA Foundation And 
Iowa Libraries And Librarians

The Iowa Library Association Foundation (ILAF)
supported the Iowa Library community in a variety of
ways in 2013. Over $11,000 was awarded by the
Foundation to improve the ILA website, give
scholarships to University of  Northern Iowa and
University of  Iowa library students, help pay for
excellent speakers at the fall conference, and more.

After moving the Foundation’s funds to the
Community Foundation of  Greater Des Moines, we were able to create an Endow Iowa
Fund. Donors to this fund will receive a 25% Iowa tax credit, in addition to the normal federal
charitable income tax donations. You can now receive an extra benefit by donating to ILAF!

Thanks to our many supporters, the raffle was a success. Items raffled were two Kindle Fires,
and a Keurig coffee maker with trimmings, which netted $2,670. The auction had more than
200 items donated and it raised $6,963.

For more details, photos, and lists of  our generous supporters, please take a look at the 2013
Annual Report.

We want to thank all of  our wonderful donors, both librarians and friends of  libraries –
ILAF owes its success to all of  you!

ILAF

This year the crowd was invited to sing along with the ILAF Singers

Barbara Corson, President
Tim Jones, Vice President
Lois Blythe, Secretary
Wendy Street, Treasurer

Linda Adams
Karen Burkett

Sarah Clendineng
Karen Davidson

Ken Jones

Brandie Ledford
Marlys Lien
Susan Macken
Susan Moore
Kay Runge
Wendy Street
Emily Weaver
Sarah Willeford
Michael Wright

http://www.iowalibraryassociation.org/images/Foundation/2013_ILAF_Annual_Reportx.pdf
http://www.iowalibraryassociation.org/images/Foundation/2013_ILAF_Annual_Reportx.pdf
http://www.iowalibraryassociation.org/index.php/foundation?id=143
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All Iowa Reads Author, Thomas Maltman, Shares His Craft
Many Iowa libraries are using the 2014 All Iowa Reads selection Little Wolves, by
Thomas Maltman, for a book club selection, and quite a few have had the author visit
them to talk to their patrons. Keeping a long-standing tradition, Maltman will speak
at the ILA Conference in October during the closing lunch banquet on Friday.

“As I've been visiting various libraries I've been talking about the stories behind the
making of Little Wolves, giving variations on an address called ‘Lore and Locality:  Where
Stories Come From.’ For the ILA Conference I also want to talk about the All Iowa
Reads experience and why community reading programs matter,” said Maltman.

Thomas Maltman’s essays, poetry, and fiction have been published in many literary journals.
He has an MFA from Minnesota State University, Mankato. His first novel, The Night Birds,
won an Alex Award, a Spur Award, and the Friends of  American Writers Literary Award.
In 2009 the American Library Association chose The Night Birds as an “Outstanding Book
for the College Bound.”  He’s taught for four years at Normandale Community College
and lives in the Twin Cities area.  Little Wolves is his second novel.

Author Laura Kasischke had this to say about Little Wolves: “The poetry of  this prose and
the suspense of  the plot, along with the intensity of  characterization will have many readers
comparing Thomas Maltman to Cormac McCarthy—that greatest of  compliments—for
very good reason. This novel is a work of  high art by the real thing.”

Join us at the conference to hear this engaging author!

Thomas Maltman

Many libraries in Iowa have great stories to
share:

•  The ground breaking or grand opening for
a new building

•  Receiving a big donation
• The retirement of  a much beloved employee
• A very successful program that others might
like to try

• Iowa libraries or librarians receiving an
award

Please share your stories with your ILA friends!
Send your submission to the Catalyst editor at
barb.corson@lib.state.ia.us. 

Submission deadlines are two weeks before the publishing
months of: February, April, June, August, October, and
December.

Looking For Iowa Library News
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Iowa Small Library Association Spring
Conference Highlights

The Iowa Small Library Association (ISLA) Spring Conference, Meeting in
the Middle: Building a Better Relationship With Your City, was held
April 14 at eight ICN sites throughout the state. The business meeting was
presided over by ISLA President Connie Mataloni of  the Sibley Public Library.
After the business meeting, the ISLA program was a presentation by Adam
Ledford, City Administrator from Sac City.

Ledford gave us a perspective on city councils and city government and some
of  the financial challenges that are currently being faced by many cities across
Iowa. He also gave us some insight into aging infrastructure, tax rollbacks, and
the $.27 library levy.

The presentation included several ideas to help build relationships with our city
officials. He mentioned the idea of  inviting officials, department heads, and city
administrators/clerks on a tour of  the library and giving them an orientation;
perhaps making it an annual event. Attending council meetings, including
packets of  library information, and making our library services invaluable, are
other ideas for librarians and library boards to build better relationships with
our cities. Nurturing partnerships with officials are a positive benefit for our
cities. Ledford was informative on the subject of  city government and his
presentation was appreciated by all present.

Connie Mataloni
ISLA President

Photos shown on left include (top to bottom)

This year’s Iowa Library Association Annual Conference theme is, Iowa Libraries Make It
Happen. It will be held in Cedar Rapids at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel and Conference
Center on October 22nd - 24th.

Iowa libraries make so much happen for our communities through collaboration, services,
programs, resources, and fostering community.

The Conference Planning Committee continues their work planning a great 2014 conference. The
conference will inform as well as give us all an opportunity to share ideas, network, and discuss
how we are making it happen in our libraries.

Speakers for this year’s conference include: Barbara Jones, Director of  the American Library
Association’s Office of  Intellectual Freedom; Barbara Fister, author and librarian; Laura Damon-Moore and Erinn Batykefer
with the Library as Incubator Project and Thomas Maltman, the All Iowa Reads author. We have so many great sessions planned
on a wide range of  topics including tech tools, genealogy, adult programs, Legos and play, reader’s advisors, maker spaces,
and much more.  Special activities and events are also being planned. See you in October!

2014 Annual Conference Is Shaping Up

1.  ISLA President, Connie Mataloni
2. Attendees at the Spencer Public Library

3. Attendees at the Creston Public Library
4. Speaker Adam Ledford

http://www.iowacenterforthebook.org/air/air14-home/page-air2014 
http://www.libraryasincubatorproject.org/
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ILA Annual Awards & Honors
Each year during the Annual Conference in October, the Iowa
Library Association recognizes individuals who have
contributed outstanding service to the Iowa library
community.  Recipients are nominated by people like you.
Please take this opportunity to recommend someone you
admire – a friend or colleague – whose dedication to Iowa
libraries is distinguished.

The nomination is easy and it’s important that we hear from
you.  We are counting on you to advise us about whom you
want to recognize for excellence in service. For all nominations,
complete the online ILA Awards and Honors Form before
August 1, 2014.

Nominations will be accepted for the following awards:

Member of  the Year:

For the ILA Member of  the Year Award, the nomination must
include at least three (3) letters of  recommendation and
support for your nomination, in addition to the form.  They
can be mailed to the ILA Office at 525 SW 5th St., Suite A,
Des Moines, IA  50309, or emailed to
admin@iowalibraryassociation.org.  This award is conferred
upon a librarian, trustee, friend, or institutional member of
the Iowa Library Association.  The award shall be based upon
such activities or accomplishments as the following:

• Outstanding service to the Iowa Library Association
• Community library betterment through broadened scope and quality of  service
• Contribution to any area of  service benefiting library users
• Distinguished service to libraries: outstanding participation in activities of  a professional library association; notable
publications and productions; creative work in interpreting the library to the community

• Leadership in education and in-service training for librarians or trustees
• Extension of  library services through cooperation
• Improvement in library techniques or management
• Development of  library facilities

Previous Member of  the Year Recipients:

Citation of  Merit:

This award is conferred upon individuals who have made outstanding contributions to quality library services or who have
advanced the principles of  quality library service to the community.  This award may be given to a group of  people, or to
an individual.  The recipient(s) will have influence and reputation beyond the local community.  Either the nominee or the
person making the nomination must be a member of  the Iowa Library Association.

ILA Annual Awards & Honors continued on page 7

2013 Jean Donham
2012 Barb Corson
2011 John Lerdahl
2010 Susan Kling

2009 Vicki Myron
2008 Mary Wegner
2007 Mary Jo Langhorne
2006 Robin E. Martin

2005 Patricia Coffie
2004 Karen Burns
2003 Katherine Von Wald
2002 Mary McInroy

mailto:admin@iowalibraryassociation.org
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Honorary Member Award:

This lifetime award is given by the Association to a non-ILA member to recognize meritorious achievement.

Ted Anderson Library Advocacy Award:

This award is given to an individual in recognition of  outstanding leadership advocating for libraries in the Iowa Legislature.

Lifetime Membership Award:

This award is given to ILA members of  twenty-five (25) year or more upon their retirement.  Please notify the ILA office if
you qualify for this award.

In addition, we recognize those members who have been a continual member for 20 years with a special pin.  We want to
make sure we have our membership records correct.  So if  you have been a member of  ILA for 20 years, or if  you have a
combined membership in the School Library Association before it merged with ILA and then as a continual ILA member
for a total of  20 years, please contact the ILA office.

ILA Awards Committee
Mary Heinzman
Lorraine Borowski
Dale Vande Haar
Ed Goedeken,
Jodie Morin
Karen Lampe
Laura Blaker 

ILA Annual Awards & Honors continued from page 6

What Happens In Vegas Stays In Vegas...
Unless It Is The ALA Annual Conference!

Registration is open now for the ALA Annual 2014 Conference in Las Vegas!
ALA is a huge conference with a lot going on and plenty of  things to
recommend it. Here are some highlights:

• Las Vegas is quite a bit farther away than last year’s location of  Chicago,
but airfare is relatively low and hotels are positively cheap. It sounds odd,
but Vegas might be one of  the cheaper venues we’ll see for ALA.

• Swag! I dearly love the glittery red bouncy ball I got from the UW-Madison
SLIS program at ILA last year, but it pales in comparison to the piles of
books, pens, post-its, tote bags, and other gewgaws one can cart away from
ALA. Stock up on advance reading copies to familiarize yourself  with hot new books! Use them as prizes for patrons! Give
them as gifts to thank your kind co-workers who held down the fort while you gallivanted around Nevada!

• ALA is a great chance to see and meet authors including Lois Lowry, Stan Lee, BJ Novack, Alexander McCall Smith,
and Jane McGonigal. Those are just a few of  the folks on the highlights list. Even more authors will pop in for panel
discussions and book signings on the exhibit floor. 

• Is something pulling you away from Iowa? We’ll hate to see you go, but networking at ALA can be a great help in finding
a new library nearly as good as what you’re leaving behind. ALA offers both formal networking events and lots of
opportunities to chat up librarians from all over the country.

What Happens In Vegas continued on page 8
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What Happens In Vegas continued from page 7

Library as Incubator Project Founders 
To Keynote At The Conference

The 2014 Conference Planning Committee is excited to announce that Laura Damon-Moore and
Erinn Batykefer from the Library as Incubator Project will keynote on Friday morning at the Conference
this year.

From the Library as Incubator Project website:  “The Project highlights the ways
that libraries and artists can work together, and works to strengthen these
partnerships. At a time in which both libraries and arts organizations are
often having to do more with less, it makes sense for these two parts of  our
culture to support each other. The Library as Incubator Project calls attention

to one of  the many reasons libraries are important to our communities and our culture, and provides
a dynamic online forum for sharing ideas.

Mission:
The mission of  the Library as Incubator Project is to promote and facilitate creative collaboration between libraries and artists
of  all types, and to advocate for libraries as incubators of  the arts. We serve this mission both through the Library as Incubator
Project website and through other offline projects.

On our website, we:
• Feature artists, writers, performers and libraries who exemplify the “library as incubator” idea.
• Highlight physical and digital collections and resources that may be of  particular use to artists and writers.
• Provide ideas for art education opportunities in libraries with our program kit collection and practical how-to’s for artists
and librarians.

Other project activities:
• We work with artist organizations, libraries, and other cultural institutions to help develop meaningful partnerships and
programs that promote the “library as incubator” idea.
• We provide professional development for information professionals who wish to incubate the arts at their institutions.  Get
in touch with us to learn more about our webinars and professional training materials.”

Check out their phenomenal website to find out more about this interesting and
dynamic project. And mark your calendars to attend the conference and to find
out what makes this project hum.

Erinn Batykefer

Laura Damon-Moore

Finally, most importantly, the ALA Annual Conference is your very best chance to see scores of  librarians from across the
country who are full of  drive and inspiration to serve their patrons as well as possible. Come join them for a few days and
soak up their ideas and their passion. You might even step out of  your Midwestern humility and show off  some ideas and
passion of  your own!

If  you’re convinced of  ALA’s worth, but want a little help convincing to your director or board, ALA’s got some helpful advice
on their website.

Andrew Fuerste-Henry
ALA Councilor

http://ala14.ala.org/steps-in-making-the-case.
http://ala14.ala.org/steps-in-making-the-case
http://ala14.ala.org/steps-in-making-the-case
http://www.libraryasincubatorproject.org/ 
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ILA/ACRL Has Big Turn Out For Spring Conference

The ILA Association of  College and Research Libraries (ILA/ACRL) Spring Conference, Breaking Down Our Silos, was
held on May 2, at the FFA Enrichment Center located near DMACC in Ankeny. From all corners of  Iowa, the Spring
Conference Committee worked hard to put the conference together. Over 95 people attended the day-long event, highlighted
with a keynote speech by Bobbi Newman, author of  the blog Librarian by Day, entitled “Escape the Silo:  Why and How to
Escape Your Professional Silo”. Newman focused on the silos that affect libraries and gave examples of  how to break out of
self-imposed silos and be open to the new ideas in today’s landscape.

The Spring ILA/ACRL conference was an excellent opportunity for academic libraries/librarians to showcase their projects
and programs. The conference offered 12 sessions with a variety of  topics and focuses.  

Sessions topics included:  

•  Project collaborations within local campus communities, including first-year programs and student development
•  Creation and expansion of  student focused learning spaces and information commons
•  Use of  current technology to streamline information exchange—Google docs, open source software, LibGuides
•  Archival digitization of  library and campus historical documents, and institutional repositories
•  Collaborations with other academic libraries in the state to consolidate services

For more information about the sessions click here. 

The conference this year featured times for networking and reflection on current library trends.  An “unconference” after
lunch allowed librarians to share their stories and projects with others.  Another feature was a “Rocks vs. Sucks” session
where librarians were able to express their opinions with fellow librarians on a variety of  topics related to libraries and
librarianship.

The ILA/ACRL Spring Conference was held in conjunction with the annual Iowa Private Academic Libraries conference,
on Thursday, May 1 at Grand View University in Des Moines this year. We also continued the annual tradition of  the Dine-
Around on Thursday night, visiting a variety of  restaurants in Des Moines for dinner and conversation with fellow librarians.  

Mary Peterson
ILA/ACRL Spring Conference Chair

Topics for the “unconference” Sara and Brett Enjoying the Conference

http://www.iowaacrl.org/content/conference/2014
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Builders And Books
A Collaboration Between Ericson Public Library And Habitat For Humanity

The Ericson Public Library has always had a role in unifying our
community by forming partnerships. The Children’s Department’s
current partnerships focus on early literacy and school readiness by
visiting preschools and daycares on a monthly basis. These outreach
visits reach children who may not otherwise have the opportunity
to experience and be engaged in library programming. The goal is
to enhance their learning through the power of  storytelling. In
addition, we attend local family events in the community to make
adults and parents aware of  library services and to encourage them
to use the library. 

Our partnerships are enhanced by connecting with local
organizations that may not have a literacy focus, but have family
engagement as a foundation of  their cause. Our newest partner is
Habitat for Humanity for Boone and Greene Counties. 

Fall 2013, The Partnership Forms: Before Thanksgiving of
2013, I drove around the Boone community looking for my next
community partnership. In my mind, I was looking for a place
where we could provide a family a set of  books to begin their
reading journey together. Understanding community makeup is an
important assessment tool that assists me in locating a partner.
Fittingly, as I drove down “Story Street” I noticed the Habitat for
Humanity office. At that moment, I knew that they would be our
next partnership venture. I contacted the director and we met to
go over the logistics of  a partnership. We agreed that Habitat would
provide a bookcase and the library would supply the family books.
In addition, we also decided that we would host an event at the
library for the family and invite the entire community. 

Spring 2014, Builders and Books: We called our partnership,
Builders and Books to encompass Habitat’s role in building a
home for a family and the library’s role in enhancing literacy. On
March 29, the library hosted an event for the family. This event
included a story time craft and a construction zone. The
construction zone was coordinated by Habitat and provided
participants with: an area to learn how to sand wood using bird
houses, an area to learn about tools, a drawing area to learn about
housing plans, an area to sign a 2x4 that will be added to the house
being built, and an area to learn about plumbing. On March 30, the
family had their groundbreaking. 

We will continue to connect with the family as the house is being built and in October we look forward to providing books
for their bookcase. 

For more information about this partnership click here.

Zach Stier
Children’s Librarian

Ericson Public Library

http://newsrepublican.com/news/builders-and-books-ericson-public-library-habitat-humanity-join-hands.html.
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Iowa Association Of  School Librarians 
Enjoyed Excellent Speakers

Iowa's teacher librarians met on April 13-14 in Cedar Rapids for the fifth annual Spring Conference of  the Iowa Association
of  School Librarians. We were honored to have Alan November, author of  Who Owns the Learning? and Gail Dickinson,
American Association of  School Librarians President, lead the over 200 attendees in two days of  learning. 

Many thanks to Kathy Kaldenberg and her Conference Committee for once again putting together a first-rate professional
development experience for our members and friends!

Christine Sturgeon
IASL Chair

AASL President, Gail Dickinson presents “It's
Not About Libraries! It's About Learning!"

Iowa City librarians receive the Outstanding
Library Program Award.  From left to right,
Elizabeth Schau, Chelsea Sims, Debra

Dorzweiler, Jenna Spiering, and Cindy Kunde.

Dr. Jean Dunham, Professor of  School Library
Studies from the University of  Northern Iowa
,receives a retiree certificate and standing ovation
for her years of  service to the profession. 

Teacher librarians can think on their feet!  Some of
Sunday night's Lightning Talk participants.

Dr. Jean Donham leads a session 
entitled "College Ready".

Shannon Miller, teacher librarian from Van Meter
Schools, leads a session called "How To Be a

Connected Leader.”

Members rocking the new IASL t-shirts. IASL President, Christine Sturgeon, with 
AASL President, Gail Dickinson.
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Iowa Health Sciences Library Association 
Spring Conference Highlights

The Iowa Health Sciences Library Association (IHSLA) held its annual Spring Conference on Friday, April 25 at the Hardin
Health Sciences Library at the University of  Iowa. Eighteen members were in attendance.  Those who arrived early were
treated to a tour by Donna Hirst of  the John Martin Rare Book Room.

The business meeting was presided over by IHSLA Chair, Mindy Egeland. Future meetings and conventions of  interest were
discussed: 

• The Medical Library Association (MLA) Annual Conference will be held in Chicago May 16-21 this year. 
• The Midwest Chapter of  MLA will meet in Bismarck October 10-14.
• In 2016, a joint conference of  MLA’s Midwest and Mid-Continental Chapters will be held in Des Moines. The two
Chapters cover 16 states. 

Holly Ann Burt, Outreach and Exhibits Coordinator, National
Network of  Libraries of  Medicine/ Greater Midwest Region,
presented a three hour, hands-on class entitled “PubMed for
Experts”. Following the class, she gave a report on new
programs, funding opportunities, traveling exhibits, and
education and training opportunities available through the
National Network of  Libraries of  Medicine/Greater Midwest
Region.

Mindy Egeland
IHSLA Chair

IHSLA members 

IHSLA members 

Tour of  the John Martin Rare Book Room

IHSLA business meeting

Tour of  the John Martin Rare Book Room


