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As this issue of the Catalyst is prepared for distribution to all of you, we find ourselves in the midst of one 

of the most important library-related legislative sessions in recent memory. Our GAC Chair, Sarah Willeford, 

Director of the Ankeny Public Library, has shared numerous updates via email these past weeks. 

Regarding all things related to ILA interests on Capitol Hill: debates and amendments come up quickly - 
sometimes in a matter of a few minutes to a couple of days. Politics is the name of the game. Legislators 

meet, share ideas, create bills, add amendments, withdraw amendments, create new ones, and then work to 

introduce bills for discussion and voting. We cannot know exactly how things will work out on every front. 

This is how the Senate amendment was created in a very short time frame, even after other amendments 

were floated and scheduled for debate. As ILA members, we need to have a basic level of faith that ILA offi-
cers and lobbyists are communicating and working together for our best interests. As your ILA President, I 

assure you that no one is hiding information from you about our Reorganization 

Bill, nor is there a conspiracy to not keep you informed about its progress in the 

Senate or House. You are always welcome to call Sarah or me, if you have con-

cerns. 

It has been a year now since the concerns about reorganizing library services 
were first raised. Our process to resolve the differing opinions has been transpar-

ent and open. Legislators from both parties have told me that, and have shared 

these same feelings with the Committee of Eleven members and our lobbyists. As 

we move into the final stretch of this legislative session, I ask that all ILA mem-

bers put aside any differences and work together for the passage of our Reorgani-
zation Bill. We need to walk this path together as one unified group of Iowa library 

supporters. Please join with me and everyone else in this journey. 

As a teacher-librarian, it gives me great pleasure to congratulate Cedar Rapids 

Lead Librarian Becky Johnson for her work and her department's work as they 

have been nationally recognized for their exemplary school library program by the American Association of 

School Librarians, a subdivision of ALA. Nice work Becky and Company! 
On a final note, I hope that you enjoy this issue of our newsletter. Many members have worked hard to put 

it together. Be sure to renew your ILA membership. Stay in touch. 

Dale Vande Haar, Ph.D., MLS 
ILA President 

Message From the President 

Get to Know Your 2011-2013 ILA Councilor:  Kathy A. Parsons 
About 26 years ago, Kathy Parsons returned to her hometown of Ames to become 

State Publications Librarian at the Iowa State University Library. She received a 

Bachelor’s degree from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro and a Mas-
ter’s degree from that ―other‖ university on the banks of the Iowa River. Kathy’s first 

library job was at the Missouri University of Science and Technology located in 

Rolla. Since 1985, she has worn almost as many ―hats‖ at the ISU Library as years 

worked for the University.  

Currently, she is the Head of Stacks and Media Department where she supervises 

eight full-time staff and 35-40 student assistants. The Stacks Unit handles the 
safety and security of the building, its content (valued at over three-quarters of a 

billion dollars), and the staff, students and patrons, and ensures library materials 

are properly shelved. The Media Unit manages the map, media, microforms, and 

reserves collections. 
Parsons continued on page 2 
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Becky Johnson, teacher 

librarian at Jefferson 

High School in Cedar 
Rapids, was honored by 

the American Association 

of School Librarians 

(AASL). Nancy Everhart, 

president of the group, is 

showcasing exemplary 
school librarians across 

the nation with the ALA/

AASL's Vision Tour.  

On March 17th a recog-

nition ceremony was held 
in the morning and a re-

ception was held in the afternoon at the Jefferson High School Li-

brary for Johnson. 

―This is a tremendous honor as only one school librarian from 

each state is being recognized by the AASL,‖ Johnson, an 11-year 

teacher librarian, noted. 
Congratulations, Becky! 

Parsons continued from page 1 
 

Away from the library, Kathy is an avid ISU basketball fan sup-
porting the men’s and women’s teams. After March Madness is 

over, she enjoys hitting the greens—golf that is, not lettuce or 

money. Her secondary summer love is her outdoor power tools: 

lawn mower, chainsaw, and weed whacker. In the fall, Kathy’s at-

tention turns to ISU football and cultural events. In between all 

this, she enjoys knitting, board games, trivia nights, and, of course, 
an occasional good book. 

Libraries have been an integral part of her life: as a child walking 

to the public library for children’s programming; a college student 

studying and working; and now, as an adult, a librarian, and a 

continual learner. Kathy is excited to have this opportunity to be 
ILA Councilor and to put into practice skills learned during the 

2010 ILA Leadership Institute. 

She brings a passion for service for the greater good, the ability to 

represent all Iowa librarians and libraries at the national level, and 

an interest in learning more about the operations of professional 

associations. 
Kathy has been active in both ALA and ILA for many years. At the 

ILA level, she's held leadership roles in the ACRL and Government 

Documents subdivisions and on the ILA Executive Board, and has 

been a member of the Conference Planning, Membership, Editorial, 

and Leadership Development Committees. At the ALA level, Kathy 
has held leadership roles in the GODORT and ACRL Chapters 

Council and has been a member of several committees in ACRL, 

GODORT, LLAMA, and RUSA. 

Said Parsons, "It's now time for me to contribute more to both 

associations. I'll share with ILA members information from the 

leadership of ALA, about how ALA is representing the interests of 
all librarians and libraries to the nation and the world, and much 

more. In turn, I'll have the opportunity to represent the interests of 

the members of ILA." She will do her best to share how all types of 

Iowa librarians and libraries make a difference in their communi-

ties with the ALA leadership. Parsons added, "Since this cannot be 
done alone, I hope the members of ILA will help by keeping me in-

formed of library issues of importance to ALA." 

Becky Johnson, left, is honored 

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/aboutaasl/aaslgovernance/aaslpres/visiontour.cfm
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Spotlight on Iowa Libraries 
 

Name: Wellsburg Public Library 

 

Age of Library: The library was founded in 1955 by the Wellsburg Study Club. Our current facility is just 

over a year old. 

 

Library Director: Karen Mennenga 
 

Number on Staff: 3 

 

Volunteers: Approximately 20 people volunteer for pre-

school story time, summer library program, snacks for 
programming, program speakers, and tech support. 

 

Interesting Story: In the fall of 2009, an exciting event 

for our library and our community was moving to our 

new building, located one block north of our old library.  

We moved the books via a ―book chain‖. One librarian 
was in the old building and she passed the books one at 

a time along a line of volunteers while another librarian 

and I were in the new building shelving the books. Every-

thing went pretty well until some of our helpers decided 

to speed things up and move handfuls of books! It took 
us a few weeks to get things straightened out but we sure 

did have a good time with community members from ages 

8 to 80 pitching in ! 

 

Hours Open: 32 per week (Tues, Wed, Fri: 10-5; Thu 10-7; Sat: 10-12). 

 
Where Located: Wellsburg is in the Northeast Iowa Library Service area, just west of Cedar Falls/Waterloo. 

Our population is 716 (size B). 

 

Regular Programs: Preschool Story time, daycare story time, W.O.W. Wellsburg on Wednesday (monthly 

senior programming), Quilting Club, and Book Club.  
 

Special Collections: A unique addition to our new library is the Ostfriesen Heritage Society (OHS ) room. 

Their storm-reinforced room is filled with bookshelves and filing cabinets that house over 142 ortssippen-
books. These books are old German church and civil records from the villages from a region in northern Ger-

many known as Ostfriesland. These materials are used to trace family ancestry and do genealogical re-

search. 

 
Features: With a recent grant we were able to purchase 4 laptop and 13 desktop computers for public use. 

Patrons enjoy using the new technology for e-

mail, online banking, job search, homework, 

games, and social networking. We have a web-

site www.wellsburg.lib.ia.us and a newly 
added Facebook page for the young at heart. 

 

 

Karen Mennenga 
Director, Wellsburg Public Library 

http://www.wellsburg.lib.ia.us
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EXECUTIVE BOARD MINUTES 
January 21, 2011  Reported by Marilyn Murphy 

The Iowa Library Association Executive Board met January 21, 

2011 at 10:00 a.m. at Pleasant Hill Public Library and via con-

ference call. Members present in Pleasant Hill were President 

Dale Vande Haar; Board Member Louise Alcorn; ALA Coun-

cilor Kathy Parsons; Finance Committee member John Lerdal; 

State Librarian Mary Wegner; GAC chair Sarah Willeford; and 

Diversified Management Services (DMS) representatives Kate 

Banasiak and Terri Ryner. Members participating by conference 

call were Vice-President Lorraine Borowski; Past-President 

Ellen Neuhaus; Board Members Maeve Clark, Karen Davidson, 

Tena Hanson, and Duncan Stewart; and Secretary Marilyn Mur-

phy.  

CALL TO ORDER 

Vande Haar welcomed everyone. 

AGENDA  

Alcorn and Vande Haar noted they would report in Roy Ke-

nagy’s absence. Stewart moved approval of the agenda, as 

amended. Hearing no objection, the motion carried. 

MINUTES 

Alcorn moved approval of the minutes of the December 10, 

2010 Board meeting. Motion carried. Neuhaus moved approval 

of the minutes of the August 6, 2010 Board meeting. Motion 

carried.  

INTERIM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

FINANCIAL REPORT – The Financial Report (through De-

cember 31, 2010) was distributed via email.  

INTRODUCTION OF DMS – Vande Haar introduced two rep-

resentatives from DMS, Kate Banasiak and Terri Ryner. Ryner 

explained that the auditor had completed an audit through De-

cember 10, 2010. He found that the Friends subdivision funds 

had been written off incorrectly and changed it. Ryner said DMS 

will begin booking the National Rural Utilities stock at market 

value. Banasiak outlined what a management company could do 

for the Association. For the interim period, DMS will prepare 

the financials and the Treasurer will present them to the Board. 

The DMS representatives left the meeting. 

OTHER FINANCIAL BUSINESS – None. 

OTHER INTERIM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORTS – 

Alcorn reported on the accidental deletion of files in December. 

The membership database had recently been uploaded to Af-

finiscape and paper records of the most recent transactions ex-

isted, so probably no data was lost. Alcorn is arranging to manu-

ally check on the bad email addresses that are in the database. 

Kenagy, Hanson, Alcorn, and Barb Corson are looking into 

website options. Borowski expressed her appreciation for 

Alcorn’s hard work. Vande Haar reported that the mailing of 

membership brochures was delayed by the computer problems, 

but the brochures should be mailed soon. 

STATE LIBRARIAN REPORT & GAC UPDATE 

Wegner reported that there are two reports of interest on the 

State Library website: The Use of Iowa Public Libraries report 

shows that there were over 29 million checkouts in Iowa in FY 

2010. The Enrich Iowa report shows that Open Access circula-

tions increased 52% in the last ten years. The Iowa Center for 

the Book has an ICN session scheduled for January 26, 2011. 

Wegner reported that the budgets of the State Library and the 

LSAs had been severely cut in early January. The budget cuts 

for the State Library, the LSAs, and Enrich Iowa in FY 2010 

and FY 2011 totaled $1,593,356. The bill to enact the Reor-

ganization Plan is being written; many members of the Reor-

ganization Committee plan to participate in a session with the 

Education Appropriations Subcommittee on February 3, 2010. 

Willeford stated that GAC will soon distribute talking points to 

librarians. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT  

Vande Haar thanked everyone, especially Alcorn and Neuhaus. 

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Borowski reported that she is working on the transition. 

PAST PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Neuhaus stated that her report had been posted on the website. 

RFPs for a conference site have gone out; the committee plans 

to have a recommendation for the February Board meeting. 

The Awards Committee will be considering four new subdivi-

sion awards. Neuhaus also reported that the temporary contract 

with DMS had been signed. 

ALA COUNCILOR’S REPORT 

Parsons reported that the ALA Council was very interesting 

and she would have a full report later. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

SURVEY QUESTIONS – Hanson and Alcorn will develop a 

short list of survey questions and send via email to the Board 

for approval. The survey should be distributed before the 

March Board meeting, at the latest. 

APPROVE JOHN LERDAL AS INTERIM ILA TREASURER 

– Clark moved approval of Lerdal’s interim appointment as 

ILA Treasurer. Motion carried. 

REVIEW ILA TREASURER OPTIONS & DISCUSSION OF 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR POSITION – The Board discussed 

various options. It was decided that a small group (Neuhaus, 

Borowski, Vande Haar, Alcorn and Kenagy) would investigate 

options and report back to the full Board at the February meet-

ing. It was suggested that a Board retreat might be necessary to 

discuss the issue. The Bylaws should not need to be amended 

to make a change in staffing. 

CONFERENCE PLANNER POSITION – Vande Haar sug-

gested searching for a member to serve as Conference Planner, 

with a small stipend. The Board agreed with the plan by con-

sensus. Vande Haar will appoint that person to chair the Con-

ference Planning Committee and the Board will consider that 

appointment. 

NEW BUSINESS 

COMMITTEE AND SUBDIVISION REPORTS – Vande Haar 

stated that he would like the committee and subdivision chairs 

to complete their reports and then have the reports posted to the 

website. Hanson will distribute a form that the chairs can com-

plete. 

ALCORN – none 

CLARK – none  

DAVIDSON – none 

HANSON – ISLA is working on a proposal with Nebraska to 

bring the Association for Rural and Small Libraries conference 

to the Iowa / Nebraska area. Wegner said they have the support 

of the State Library. Dan Boice, chair of the Strategic Planning 

Committee, will be coming to the February Board meeting. 

HEINZMAN – none 

Minutes continued on page 6 
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Minutes continued from page 5 

STEWART – Stewart will distribute the GODORT report 

APPROVAL OF ISLA’S ANNUAL PLANNING MEETING, 

FEB. 18, 2011 – Borowski moved approval of the meeting. Mo-

tion carried. 

APPROVAL OF ISLA’S SPRING MEETING, April 15, 2011 – 

Borowski moved approval of the Spring meeting. Motion car-

ried. The Board expressed appreciation to the State Library for 

offering to pay the ICN costs for the meeting. 

APPOINT TWO PEOPLE TO STRATEGIC PLANNING 

COMMITTEE – Hanson moved approval of appointing Sarah 

Clendineng and Joan Curbow to the Strategic Planning Commit-

tee. Motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF ILA LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT COM-

MITTEE WORKSHOP – Borowski moved approval of the one-

day workshop. Motion carried. 

ONLINE PUBLICATION OF CATALYST – The next issue of 

Catalyst should be published online in the near future. Parsons 

moved that approved Executive Board minutes be posted on the 

public part of the ILA website. Stewart moved approval by ac-

clamation. Motion carried. Stewart moved approval by acclama-

tion of placing back issues of Catalyst (with a one-year em-

bargo) on the public part of the website. Motion carried. Parsons 

moved approval of placing approved Financial Statements and 

Business Meeting minutes on the public side of the ILA website. 

Clark moved approval by acclamation. Motion carried. 

KATHY PARSONS – Parsons deferred consideration of the 

Spectrum Scholarship Fund until the next meeting. 

IOWA FREEDOM OF INFORMATION MEMBERSHIP RE-

NEWAL – Stewart moved approval by acclamation of paying 

the membership renewal. Motion carried. 

OFFICE EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE CONTRACT – 

Stewart moved approval by acclamation of renewing the con-

tract. Motion carried. 

ALA SNAPSHOT DAY – Hanson described plans to use the 

website for submitting photos on ALA Snapshot Day. Stewart 

moved approval by acclamation of the Snapshot Day plans. 

Motion carried. 

NEW REPORTING PROCESS FOR COMMITTEES AND 

SUBDIVISIONS – already done 

AFFINISCAPE – Alcorn reported that Affiniscape has a new 

content management system. Stewart moved to gather informa-

tion about the upgrade and vote on it electronically in two 

weeks, with approval by acclamation. Motion carried. 

MEETING SITES FOR REMAINDER OF 2011 – The Board 

decided to meet in Pleasant Hill in February and decide on fu-

ture sites at that meeting. 

OTHER NEW BUSINESS – Alcorn moved approval of the 

ILA/ACRL Spring meeting to be held at Central College on 

March 18, 2011. Motion carried. 

ADJOURNMENT – The meeting adjourned at 2:15.  

 

Get those cameras charged up and catch your library patrons in the act of enjoying and using the services 

of their library. Sharpen your pencils (or clean your keyboards) for writing the stories about your library. Get 

your calculators ready for library use data gathering. Let’s show everyone how valuable Iowa libraries are to 
their communities. 

The Iowa Library Association, in partnership with the American Library Association, will celebrate all types 

of libraries by hosting the Second Iowa Snapshot Day! 

This initiative provides an easy means to collect statistics, photos and stories that will enable library advo-

cates to prove the value of their libraries to decision-makers and increase public awareness. 

It’s fun and easy to participate! Here’s how: 

Pick a day between April 1 and 16 as your library’s snapshot day and take photographs of people using 

your library. If your library is celebrating National Library Week (April 10 – 16), you might choose a day 

during this week that is especially photogenic. By April 18, select your favorite three photographs and 

submit them to ILA’s Flickr site. Flickr is easy to use, even if you haven’t tried it before. To begin you will 

need to join ILA’s Flickr group by following the prompts under ―Join this group‖ near the top of the page. 

Collect some basic numbers about your library use during your snapshot day and submit them to the 

ILA website. Again, this is due April 18. 

Visit ILA’s 2011 Snapshot day website for full details including a sample 
press release, a photo permission form, and links to other state Snapshot 

Days. 

By the way, did you know National Volunteer Week is the same week? So 

include pictures, stories, and data about how your volunteers make a dif-

ference...and...smile!!! 
Kathy Parsons 

ILA Councilor 

Get Your Cameras Ready for Iowa’s Snapshot Day 

http://www.flickr.com/groups/iowasnapshotday2011/
http://www.iowalibraryassociation.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=86
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ILA 2011 Annual Conference in Council Bluffs  

is Shaping Up! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ILA 2011 Annual Conference will be in Council Bluffs at the Mid-America Center, October 12-14. The 

Council Bluffs Public Library and all the libraries in southwest Iowa are looking forward to welcoming you to 
our side of the state. The 2011 Local Arrangements Committee is striving to create a fun experience for you. 

The ILA 2011 Conference Planning Committee is now going through possible keynote, pre-conference, and 

concurrent session speakers. This takes time and a lot of contacting back and forth with the possible speak-

ers. 

The Conference Planning Committee is pleased to announce that the All Iowa Reads author, Stephanie 

Kallos, will be the Friday lunch speaker. 
Stephanie was born in Mountain Home, Idaho and grew up in Wymore and Lincoln, Nebraska. She spent 

twenty years in the theatre as an actress and teacher of voice, speech, and accents. She then began her fic-

tion writing career. In an interview for Columns, the University of Washington alumni magazine, she said, 

"As an actor you inherit a tiny bit of text from the playwright and 

fill in the internals. That's all that novelists do. We are responsi-

ble for the prose part of the character and the dialogue as well, 
but the big release you get is the ability to dive into somebody's 

head. And that's the part of acting I liked the most – the inner 

life." 

She has been nominated for the Quill Award, Debut Author of 

the Year, the Raymond Carver Award, and the Pushcart Prize. 
Stephanie’s first novel, Broken for You (Grove Press, 2004), was 

chosen as a book club selection of NBC’s Today Show. Broken for 
You was translated into 10 languages. 

Her second novel is the All Iowa Reads book, Sing Them Home, 

published by Atlantic Monthly Press. Sing Them Home, was cho-

sen as a Shelf Awareness Pick of the year and Entertainment 
Weekly chose it as one of the Ten Best Books of 2009. Stephanie 

now lives in Seattle with her husband and two sons. 

You’ll find out more about speakers and sessions in upcoming 
issues of the Catalyst. Mark your calendars for October 12-14, 

it’s going to be a great conference! 

 

Barbara Peterson 
Chair, ILA 2011 Conference Planning Committee 

Mid-America Center - Council Bluffs, Iowa 

Stephanie Kallos 

http://www.iowacenterforthebook.org/air/
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ILA Legislative Day 
Librarians, trustees and library advocates met with legislators during Legislative Day at the Capitol on 

March 2nd. More than half of Iowa’s senators and representatives came to the Law Library to meet with ILA 

members. The members had the opportunity to share information regarding important library issues with 
the legislators. 

Here are the primary talking points that were shared and continue to be conveyed to the legislators: 

1. Enact the library reorganization bill. The bill reflects the new, streamlined model of state-funded li-

brary operations and services developed by the Iowa library community and outlined in the Iowa Library Ser-

vices Reorganization Report. The bill preserves and enhances locally delivered, hands-on support services for 

libraries. 
2. Provide state funding to fully implement the reorganization plan. 

3. No more cuts to library funding. Enrich Iowa funding was cut by 18.2% last year and must not be 

further cut. The State Library and Library Service Areas operating budgets have been cut by about 30% over 

the past two years 

4. Support teacher librarians. Teacher librarians positively impact learning and test scores, and must 
remain part of the education team in all Iowa schools. 

Thank you to all who participated in Legislative Day and thank you to everyone who continues to contact 

and inform their legislators of these important issues impacting Iowa’s libraries. 

 
Sarah Willeford 

Chair, Governmental Affairs Committee 

 

Paula Brown, Spencer Public Library; 

Carol Stanger, Atlantic Public Library; 
Andrew Hoppmann, Clarinda Public 
Library; Bonnie McKewon, Northwest 
Library Service Area; and Aimee Clark, 

Milford Public Library. 

Monica Gohlinghorst, Chair, Iowa Commission 

of Libraries; Carol Forristall, Legislative Assis-
tant, Macedonia; Barbara Peterson, Council 
Bluffs Public Library. 

Sue Padilla, Newton Public Library 

and Senator Dennis Black, Grin-
nell. 

Activities at the 

Law Library  

ILA Legislative Day 

Jet Kofoot, Central Library Service Area; Jan 

Grandgeorge, Eagle Grove Public Library; Sandy 
Long, Whittemore Public Library; and Representa-
tive Tom Shaw, Laurens. 

Dale Vande Haar, ILA President and Repre-

sentative Dan Muhlbauer, Manilla. 

http://www.statelibraryofiowa.org/about/ILSRR/ilsrr3
http://www.statelibraryofiowa.org/about/ILSRR/ilsrr3
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Announcing New Subdivision Awards 
The Awards Committee is pleased to announce the establishment of nine new subdivision awards during 

2010 and 2011. These awards support the activities and goals of the subdivisions. Several of the awards pro-

vide scholarship money to support attendance at conferences and events.  
 

Awards Established in 2010 

 

The following six awards were approved by the Executive Board at the April 2, 2010 meeting. For more infor-

mation about each award, see the Awards Appendix in the ILA Organization Manual. 

•  Iowa Association of School Librarians - Goldfinch Award: PreK-3 
The award is an engraved plaque given to the author of the selected book. The purpose of the award is to en-

courage children to read more and better books, to discriminate in choosing worthwhile books, to provide an 

avenue for positive dialogue between teacher, parent, and children about books and authors, and to give rec-

ognition to those who write books for children. The award is unique in that it gives children an opportunity 

to choose the book to receive the award and to suggest books for the annual reading list. 
•  Iowa Health Science Library Association - Citation of Merit 

The award is a plaque or certificate (not to exceed $25) and a gift, such as a bookstore gift certificate (not to 

exceed $75) presented by the Health Science Library Association chair at the annual spring Health Science 

Library Association conference. 

•  Iowa Health Science Library Association - Memorial Award 

The award is to honor the memory of a deceased librarian who has served in a health science library within 
the state of Iowa. This librarian need not have been a member, but someone who has made long-term signifi-

cant contributions to Iowa health science libraries. Upon the death of a current or former health sciences 

librarian, a gift not to exceed $200 in cost will be made to the library where that person most recently 

worked to be used for the purchase of an item of need. A memorial plaque, at an additional cost, not to ex-

ceed $50.00 will accompany the gift. The award will be announced at the Health Science Library Association 
Spring Conference. 

•  Iowa Health Science Library Association - Annual Midwest Chapter/MLA Conference  

The award is given to a member to promote attendance at the Midwest Chapter annual meeting and encour-

age membership in ILA for health science librarians. The $500 award is intended to be applied toward the 

conference registration fee and travel, hotel, and meal expenses, or any combination of these. Scholarship 

winners will be reimbursed (up to the $500 amount) for scholarship expenses after the conference. 
•  Iowa Small Library Association - ASRL National Conference Scholarship  

The award is a conference scholarship in the amount of $500.00 to be used for registration fees and lodging 

not reimbursed by others for the Association for Small and Rural Libraries National Conference. 

•  Storytellers' Roundtable - Power of Story Award 

The award is a certificate. The purpose of the award is to recognize quality in furthering storytelling for its 
educational, informational, entertainment, and literacy-enhancing possibilities, to focus attention on story-

telling and libraries, to encourage community involvement for librarians and libraries through programming 

that includes storytelling, and to build membership in the Storytellers’ Roundtable of ILA. 

 

Awards Established in 2011  

 
The following three awards were approved by the Executive Board at the February 25, 2011 meeting. For 

more information about each award, see the Awards Appendix in the ILA Organization Manual. 

•  Iowa Health Science Library Association - Leadership Institute Scholarship 

The scholarship award is given to encourage membership and promote leadership within the Iowa Health 

Science Library Association. The award will cover the registration and travel expenses of up to $300 for an 
Iowa Health Science Library Association member who is accepted to the ILA Leadership Institute. Scholar-

ship winners will be reimbursed (up to the $300 amount) for expenses after the Institute.  

•  Information Technology Forum - Technology Education Scholarship  

The award is a scholarship up to $300 to assist with expenses to attend a technology related conference. 

•  Youth Services Subdivision - First Time Attendee to the State Library’s Kids First Conference  

The award covers up to $250 for conference registration, travel, hotel, and meal expenses. 
 

Ellen Neuhaus, Chair; Sheryl Bissen; Barbara Peterson 

Awards Committee 

http://www.iowalibraryassociation.org/associations/2221/files/ILAManual2010.pdf
http://www.iowalibraryassociation.org/associations/2221/files/ILAManual2010.pdf
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Update on the ILA Membership Database 
The ILA membership database is essential to all ILA functions. Currently, the database is maintained in 

two formats and two locations with a lot of manual printing and entering being done to update both data-

bases. The ILA website’s Content Management System (CMS), though very powerful, is also cumbersome and 
outdated in its functions. It currently does not integrate seamlessly with the membership database at the 

administrative end, which severely limits our ability to maintain a robust member database. 

Maintaining these two related but non-identical databases has become cumbersome and limits access to 

the data, as well as limiting a robust recovery of data. For example, when the Access database was corrupted 

by an accidental deletion in December we were not able to pull information from the online module as a full 

backup because the web database has fewer fields than the Access database. To solve this problem, we are 
looking for a more fully integrated system. 

As renewals come in, all data are being checked, so recovery is moving along. If you have had a change in 

information recently that is not reflected in your renewal, please be sure to update your record online or con-

tact Roy Kenagy at the ILA office. 

In order to have the membership database cleaned up and fully integrated with the ILA website as quickly 
as possible, the Executive Board determined at their February 25th meeting that ILA should contract with 

an outside company to move the membership database over to a format which is more integrated and se-

cure. The Association has asked Diversified Management Services (DMS), an association management com-

pany which is currently handing our accounting functions (see article in the last Catalyst), to do this job for 

us. Our intent is to get the ILA membership database in accurate and secure working order as soon as possi-

ble to guarantee smooth functioning of the Association. Thank you for your patience as we make this critical 
move forward.  

ILA Executive Board 

ILAF “30x30x3” Campaign 
Most of us don’t think twice about how things at ILA are funded because they just seem to happen. 

Whether it’s the annual conference, scholarships, or ILA’s advocacy for libraries and services to members, 

funding for these and other ILA operations comes from dues, right? 
Well, not quite. 

The Iowa Library Association Foundation (ILAF) helps fund a lot of the ―stuff‖ that we as ILA members have 

come to appreciate. The ILAF Endowed Speakers Fund pays for some of those great talks we’ve all attended 

at the ILA annual conference. ILAF helps fund the Leadership Institute, and even office equipment. In short, 

ILAF funding makes a big difference for ILA. 

And in 2013, the Foundation will celebrate its 30th year of helping make a strong organization stronger. To 
highlight this, the ILAF Board has issued a challenge: for our 30th birthday, help us raise $30,000 for ILA in 

three years. 30x30x3. 

The campaign was jumpstarted at the annual conference last fall under Honorary Chair Kay K. Runge, 

who also chaired the first ILAF board. With help from some of the original board members as well as some 

―newcomers‖ the 30x30x3 campaign already has nearly $6,000 pledged or in-hand. 
But the Foundation really needs your help. This campaign is critical for ILAF to continue to fund and to 

expand funding for ILA’s work on behalf of Iowa’s libraries and librarians. A pledge doesn’t have to mean a 

big sacrifice. If 300 ILA members pledged one dollar per week for three years, we’d surpass our goal. A dollar 

a week – think about it. That’s about the price of a can of Coke from Casey’s and much less than a grandé 

macchiato from Starbucks. I think of it as a small investment that pays big dividends. 

Please remember these figures. ILA members will soon be getting a mailing from the Foundation about the 
30x30x3 campaign. I encourage each of you to give generously – with the future in mind. 

Michael Wright 

Chair, ILAF Fundraising Committee  

Iowa OCLC Users Group Spring Conference 
June 2 & 3, 2011  DMACC Conference Center, Newton, Iowa 

 

June 2nd Pre-conferences:  RDA - Hands On and Marketing Your Library 

June 3rd Conference:  Keynote: Library Marketing in Tough Times 

 
For prices, more information and to register go to the IOUG website 

mailto:admin@iowalibraryassociation.org
http://ioug.lib.uni.edu/
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Lenetta Atkins 

50 Years at Mercy Medical Center 
Lenetta Atkins will be celebrating 50 years of service as the Library Manager of the Levitt Medical Library at 

Mercy Medical Center with a reception on April 22, 2011 from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. 
 

After receiving her Associate degree from Piney Woods Junior College in Piney Woods Mississippi and her 

Bachelor of Science degree in Elementary Education from Tougaloo Southern Christian College in Tougaloo 

Mississippi, Lenetta taught 5th and 6th grade students at Jonestown Community School in Jonestown, Mis-

sissippi. 

On January 3, 1961 Lenetta was employed as the Library Manager at Mercy Medical Center in Des Moines. 

Lenetta is also one of the founding members of the Polk County Biomedical Consortium, an organization 
comprised of health science librarians in the greater Des Moines area. The group has been meeting continu-

ously since 1974 and Lenetta remains a current member. Lenetta has also maintained a long membership 

with the Iowa Library Association, the Midwest Chapter of the Medical Library Association, and the Medical 

Library Association. 

Some of the changes and accomplishments that Lenetta 
can claim over these past 50 years at Mercy Medical Cen-

ter include the dedication of a new library space in 1961 

in honor of donors Ellis and Nelle Levitt. At that time, 

Lenetta was working in both Medical Records and the 

Medical Library. The Library later transferred administra-

tively to the School of Nursing, and then, when the School 
of Nursing became its own entity and formed a separate 

Nursing Library, the Levitt Medical Library was assigned 

to the Medical Staff Services Department. Lenetta has 

been in charge of all five moves that the Levitt Library has 

made within the hospital over the past 50 years. 
On a side note, the Levitt Library obtained its first com-

puter (an Apple) in the early 1980s. Because access to 

MEDLINE and other medical databases was very expen-

sive at this time, only library staff were allowed to use the 

computer. When Lenetta began her employment in the 

Levitt Library, access to the holdings was through a 
printed card catalog.  

In 1989, in order to better manage all of the changes in 

library technology, Lenetta earned a Master of Arts degree 

in Instructional Design from the University of Iowa. 

In the 1990s, under Lenetta’s leadership, the Levitt Li-
brary acquired electronic databases and converted to an 

online catalog. 

Lenetta lives on the south side of Des Moines with her husband, Reginald, and enjoys many hobbies in-

cluding reading, researching, gardening, traveling, crossword puzzles, Hawkeye football and basketball, and 

fishing. 

Lenetta says she has experienced many changes over the years and is proud to have been able to keep up 
with events. She looks forward to whatever new adventures await! 

 

Larry Marquardt 
Des Moines University Library 

Polk County Biomedical Consortium 
 

 

 

For more information about the celebration contact Jeanette Stonebraker  

at the Levitt Medical Library, 515-247-4266. 

 
 

Lenetta Atkins  

mailto:JStonebraker@mercydesmoines.org
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Free Disaster Awareness Workshops 
The State Historical Society of Iowa (SHSI) invites you to attend a free workshop designed to help li-

braries, museums and the public prepare disaster recovery plans, safeguard their collections and re-

spond to emergencies. 
 

Library staff, archivists, county recorders, genealogists, museum workers, volunteers and anyone who cares 

about preserving Iowa's historical assets are welcome to attend. These April workshops. are sponsored by 

SHSI, Iowa Conservation & Preservation Consortium, Iowa Museum Association and the State Library of 

Iowa through a grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Services, a federal agency. 

 
SHSI and its partners developed the workshops after recent surveys found: 

24 percent of institutions do not have a collection inventory  

50 percent do not have an Emergency Response Plan  

55 percent of those that have an Emergency Response Plan would not be able to access it in the event of 

an emergency  

56 percent are not aware of disaster recovery resources in Iowa  

 

The FOCUS: Disaster Awareness Workshops schedule: 

April 8 - Missouri Valley 

Steamboat Bertrand Museum 

Desoto National Wildlife Refuge 
1434 316th Lane 

Missouri Valley, Iowa 

10 a.m.-Noon 

 

April 8 - Clear Lake 

Clear Lake Public Library 
200 North 4th Street 

Clear Lake, Iowa 

1-3 p.m. 

 

April 11 - Ames 
Ames Public Library Community Room 

515 Douglas Avenue 

Ames, Iowa 

1-3 p.m. 

 

April 15 - Sac City 
Sac City Public Library 

1001 W. Main Street 

Sac City, Iowa 

10 a.m.-Noon 

 
April 18 - Arnolds Park 

Iowa Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 

91 Lake Street 

Arnolds Park, Iowa 

1-3 p.m. 

 

April 22 - Red Oak 

World War II Memorial Museum 

Restored Burlington Northern Depot 
305 S. 2nd Street 

Red Oak, Iowa 

10 a.m.-Noon 

 

April 25 - Corydon 

Prairie Trails Museum of Wayne County 
515 E. Jefferson St.  

Corydon, Iowa 

10 a.m.-Noon 

 

April 29 - Sioux City 
Sioux City Public Museum 

2901 Jackson Street 

Sioux City, Iowa 

10 a.m.-Noon 

 

April 29 - Mt. Pleasant 
Midwest Old Threshers 

405 E. Threshers Road 

Mt. Pleasant, Iowa 

1-3 p.m. 

Register for any of the free workshops by contacting Iowa Museum Association Executive Director Cyndi 

Sweet. A minimum of six people are required for each workshop. More details about the workshops and dis-

aster response and recovery information can be found by clicking on the "Disaster Resources" tab at 
www.iowamuseums.org. 

mailto:imasweet@cfu.net
mailto:imasweet@cfu.net
http://www.iowamuseums.org
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The roof of the ILA office building leaked again 

during heavy February rains. In response, the 

building owner has put on a new roof. Two ILA 
members report problems with allergies after visit-

ing the office since the roof work. 

Water damage and mold required drastic repairs 

to the office in 2009. Events indicate that we may 

still have a problem. We will monitor the situation 

during the spring rains. 
ILA Executive Board 

  

 

Time to Renew Your 
ILA Membership! 

 

If you haven’t already 

renewed your 
ILA membership for 2011, 

go to the 
ILA website and renew today. 

 
If you have renewed, thanks 

 for your continued 
support of the  

Iowa Library Association  
and Iowa libraries. 

Update on the ILA Office Building 

http://www.iowalibraryassociation.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=2

