
Invitation to the 
Conference Reception and 

President’s Social
You are invited to attend the Wednesday conference 

reception Colleagues, Conversations, and Other Choices
from 8:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. following the Author Fair 
It’s All About Books which is open to the public at the 
Des Moines Public Library. All of the authors attending 
the ILA Author Fair have been invited to stay for the 
evening reception. 

Enjoy the music, desserts, and the opportunity to net-
work with your fellow ILA members. Have fun gaming! A 
Wii station will be set up in an area of the library. Watch 
magician Keith West perform library-related tricks from 
approximately 9:00 to 9:45 p.m. Free on-street park-
ing is available after 6:00 p.m. Transportation will be 
provided between the Des Moines Marriott and the 
Des Moines Public Library from 7:45 to 10:15 p.m. 
If you prefer to walk, the convention complex is two 
blocks east of the hotel and the hotel is three blocks 
east of the library. The skywalk connection is a slightly 
longer walk. 

You also are invited to attend the President’s Social 
following the banquet on Thursday, October 22, from 
10:00 to 11:59 p.m. at the conference hotel, Des Moines 
Marriott. Visit with friends and colleagues while listen-
ing to background music. Snacks will be provided and 
a cash bar will be available. 

Ellen Neuhaus, 
President, Iowa Library Association

ILA Conference Goes 
Green in 2009

This year ILA fall conference planners are making a 
concerted effort to plan a more environmentally friendly 
conference that will use fewer resources.

Nationwide, planners are lessening the ecological 
impact of conferences and meetings by using fewer 
throw-away utensils and plastic items, adding recy-
cling bins, and educating participants on how to be 
a greener attendee. Case in point is the 2009 ACRL 
national conference, whose planners worked “… hard 
to make this [conference their] greenest conference 
ever, and to lay the groundwork for more sustainable 
conferences in the future.”

After the March ACRL conference, ILA President Ellen 
Neuhaus brought to her Conference Planning Commit-
tee the idea of a making the 2009 conference a greener 
one. Since the ACRL green group began well ahead of 
8 months before the conference, we on the ILA 2009 
Green Team are taking baby steps this year: making 
changes where we can, heightening awareness of ILA’s 
efforts, and emphasizing individual attendee actions. 
We hope this fi rst effort will lead to future decisions, 
on the part of ILA and conference planners, to keep 
the carbon footprint of our conferences as small as 
possible. Read about the Green Pledge below, one way 
you as an attendee can make your own difference in 
amount of resources used at the conference.

What differences will you see?
The Green Team is in communication with staff at the 

Des Moines Marriott and the Polk County Convention 
Center to determine methods to be more environmen-
tally conscious, and so far we know that: no disposable 
dinnerware will be used at the Convention Center and 
that recycling bins are placed around the Center.

The paper used for conference programs and the 
minimal handouts given out at conference will be 
printed with ink containing soy onto paper possibly 
containing recycled materials.

Most conference presentations will be put on the 
conference website to alleviate as much printing of 
paper handouts as possible.

Conference continued on page 8

Register Now for Conference! 
Register by October 1 and save $30. Onsite registra-

tion is $20 more than the “after October 1” registration 
fee. Meal tickets must be reserved by October 12. The 
conference registration form is found in the Confer-
ences/Meetings section of the ILA website at www.
iowalibraryassociation.org.
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ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP BUSINESS MEETING

AGENDA
Thursday, October 22, 2009

Approximately 1:00 p.m.

Polk County Convention Complex
Des Moines

 

1.         Report of the Credentials Committee

2.         Adoption of Standing Rules

3.         Amendments to and Approval of Agenda

4.         Minutes of the 2008 Business Meeting

5.         Reports

      A. President

     B. Committees

 C. Financial

6.         Unfi nished Business

7.         New Business

            A. 2010 Legislative Agenda

            B. Bylaws Changes

            C. Election of ILAF Board Member

9.         Open Forum

10.       Announcements

11. Resolutions of Courtesy

12. Adjournment

New Candidate in 
Upcoming Election

Tamara Glise, Cedar Rapids Public Library, 
one of the candidates for an open Director po-
sition on the Executive Board has withdrawn 
from the upcoming elections. Sara Doyle, 
Sioux City Public Library, has agreed to run 
in Ms. Glise’s place for one of the two open 
Director positions.
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•  FREE Shipping
•  FREE MARC Records
•  Reading Rocks™ Literacy 

Program
•  Full-Service Cataloging

•  Up to 70% Discount

802 N 41st Street • PO Box 505
Bethany, MO  64424

800.821.7199
wecare@gumdropbooks.com
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ILA Says Thank You ...
... to the following organizations for their continued support of ILA as exhibitors in Des Moines. 

ILA members are encouraged to support these vendors throughout the year. 

3M Library Systems ............................. Chris Nault
Agati ............................................... Melissa Munro
Alexandria by COMPanion Corp .......Mike Voseipka
ASI-Modulex ....................................... Pat Mescher
Baker & Taylor ................................... Curt Leppert
Barnes & Noble Booksellers ..................Cindy Sharp
BCR ............................................................Jay Ford
Bergland & Cram ...................Kristy Sagdalen King
Biblionix ...................................... Xan Charbonnet
Blackstone Audio, Inc. .......................Stephanie Hall
Book Systems Inc. .................Mr. Merideth L. Wilcox
Books on Tape/Listening Library .. Cynthia Boughan
Brodart Company .................. Kathleen Underriner
Capstone Press/Picture Window Books/StoneArch  

       Books/Compass Point Books ...... Nancy Terpstra
Clear Image Solutions - RMC 
 Imaging...........................................Neil Milkowski
Colorado Association of Libraries .......... Nancy Bolt
Creative Company ..................... Scott Abrahamson
Davidson Titles, Inc. ........................... John Varme
Design Alliance, Inc. ............................Jerry Purdy
Durrant .................................................... Jim Kolf
EBSCO Information Services ............. Jackie Burns
Embury, Ltd. .........................Stephen Matusiewicz
FEH Associates Inc. ...........................Denny Sharp
Follett Library Resources, Inc. .........Judy Diedrichs
Follett Software Company .................. Scott Hutton
Gumdrop Books .................................Brian Burton
Heritage Microfi lm ................................. Jeff Brown
H.W. Wilson ......................................Bob McIntosh
Ingram Library Services .................... Jason Shirley
Innovative Interfaces Inc.  ...................Diane Lewin
InterfaceFlor ........................................Andy Crabb
Iowa Chapter ACRL ............................ John Goodin
Iowa Educators Consortium ........... Jerry Cochrane
Iowa History Journal .......................Mike Chapman
Iowa Library for the Blind and Physically 
 Handicapped - IA Dept for the Blind .......Karen Eis
ILA Membership Committee ........... Rhonda Frevert
Iowa Library Trustees Association ..............Jeff Pilz
Iowa Literacy Resource Center ...... Eunice Riesberg
Iowa Prison Industries ...................Ann Baughman
Iowa Small Library Association/Youth Services 
 Subdivision ..............Nathan R.E. Clark/Debb Green
Jones Library Sales, Inc .........................Ken Jones
Koch Brothers .........................................Don Ruby
Learning Opportunities .........................Terry Lynn
Leo A. Daly ........................................David Hawes
Lerner Publishing Group ................ Nancy Terpstra
Library Service Areas ......................Administrators
Marshall Cavendish/Benchmark 

      Books ...................................  Scott Abrahamson
Midwest Computer Products, Inc.  ...... Sean Bolton

National Network of Libraries of Medicine - 
 Greater Midwest Region  ........Jacqueline Leskovec
Neumann Monson Architects/Neumann Monson 

       Wictor Architects ....................... Denise Schmitz
OCLC/Geek the Library Campaign ...... Kathie Swift
OPN Architects, Inc. ........................Bruce Hamous
PALS - A Program of the Minnesota State

     Colleges and Universities .............Jennifer Turner
Perma-Bound ................................ Jerry Backman
Pockets Full of Fun .................................Lisa Laird
Quality Books, Inc. ................................ Don Stout
Relay Iowa/Telecommunications 
 Access Iowa ....................................... Lori Sporrer
Revved About Reading ........................Brian Burton
Rosen Publishing/Powerkids 

       Press ..................................... Scott Abrahamson
RTI-CD/DVD Repair ...................... Michael Rozner
Sebco Books ..........................................Jeff Pelant
Security Equipment, Inc.  ................. Jason Cloudt
Show Me Books, Inc.  ........................... Ryan Eddis
SirsiDynix .......................................Jim Schwieters
State Library of Iowa ..................Annette Wetteland
Story Construction .............................Mike Espeset
Struxture Architects ....................... Timothy Jones
Summer Reading Program ......... Karen Randleman
The Book Farm ................... Rick Eugene Brammer
Two Rivers Romance Authors ........ Mary Boardman
U of I Hardin Library ...........................Chris Childs
Unique Books, Inc.  .................................Jeff Miller
World Book, Inc. ...................................Dale Weber
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Fun and Fine in 2009: 
Great New Picture Books

Dealing with limited collection funds? No time to keep 
up with the latest reviews?  Then be sure to attend this 
lively presentation by Debb Green, Children’s Services 
Coordinator, Iowa City Public Library and Danielle 
Day, Youth Services Manager, Carnegie-Stout Public 
Library in Dubuque. 

Best picture books will be displayed, annotated book-
lists and more will be included. Youth Services Subdivi-
sion sponsors this 2:00 p.m. session on Thursday. 

Libraries and 21st Century 
Privacy: Theirs, Yours, Ours

Social networks, online databases, cloud computing, 
government surveillance: new technologies and prac-
tices are placing individual personal privacy at risk for 
disclosure, both online and in the library.

Deborah Caldwell-Stone leads this discussion of 
the value of privacy and the growing threats to privacy 
rights.  Ms. Caldwell-Stone is the Acting Director of the 
Offi ce for Intellectual Freedom at the American Library 
Association in Chicago, Illinois. This 11:05 a.m. Thurs-
day session is sponsored by the Intellectual Freedom 
Committee.

And the Winner Is…
Thanks to everyone who referred a new member to 

ILA this year. By sharing the importance of ILA with 
other library staff members and supporters, you are 
strengthening our organization and providing these 
members with a new source of information and support. 
Your word-of-mouth marketing is the best way to get 
the word out about the work ILA does and the benefi ts 
we as members receive from ILA. 

The ILA Membership Committee held a drawing for 
a conference registration from all the names of people 
who referred new members. Karla Krueger, University 
of Northern Iowa, is this year’s winner. Congratulations, 
Karla! And thank you for referring a new member to 
ILA.

It is never too late to encourage someone to join ILA. 
Invite a colleague to join and attend the conference with 
you or meet up with you there. 

Keynote Speakers Present 
Concurrent Sessions

Conference attendees have an additional opportunity 
to hear the two keynote/general session speakers, Lee 
Rainie and Karen Schneider—both present concur-
rent sessions in addition to their keynote/general ses-
sions.

Close Encounters with Digital Citizens
The Pew Internet and American Life Project conducts 

original research that explores the impact of the In-
ternet on children, families, communities, the work 
place, schools, health care and civic/political life. The 
Project seeks to be an authoritative source for timely 
information on the Internet’s growth and societal im-
pact. Lee Rainie, founding director of the Pew Internet 
and American Life Project, will add to the material in 
his keynote address by talking about the Pew Internet 
Project’s research focusing on teenagers and young 
adults, how they gather and share information, and 
their experience in libraries. This Thursday 11:05 a.m. 
session is sponsored by the ILA Executive Board.

Open Source: What Is It All About?
Open source is an approach to the design, devel-

opment and distribution of software that harnesses 
the power of distributed peer review, transparency of 
process and open access. The source code is available, 
free of charge, to the general public for use and/or 
modifi cation from its original design. The promise of 
open source is better quality, higher reliability, more 
fl exibility and lower cost. Like all software, open source 
software requires resources for support and develop-
ment, but it has a very powerful return on investment. 
Are you curious to learn more about open source and 
how and where it is used? In this concurrent session 
Karen Schneider, the Free Range Librarian and Library 
Futurist, will outline the history of open source software 
and will discuss benefi ts as well as challenges in using 
it. Information Technology Forum is sponsoring this 
Friday morning session from 11:20 a.m. – 12:10 p.m.

ANNUAL PLANNING MEETING

November 13, 2009
Johnston Public Library

Johnston, IAILA is on Facebook
Become a Facebook Fan at www.facebook.com/pag-

es/Iowa-Library-Association/92432564200?ref=ts or 
search for us next time you’re online. 
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wecare@revvedaboutreading.com 
www.revvedaboutreading.com

Gumdrop Books™  has your ticket

Looking for an Alternative 
to a Book Fair?

Try our Hassle-Free Literacy Program

802 N 41st Street 
PO Box 505  
Bethany, MO 64424

Toll Free    800.821.7199
Direct Tel  660.425.7777 
Toll Free Fax  866.321.7199
Fax 660.425.3929

“It has been estimated that 20 minutes of reading a day could lead to a gain of 1,000 words per year.“ 

- Nagy, Anderson, & Herman, 1987

We feel it is a privilege to put books in the hands of young readers. That’s why books are 

our business—no toys, trinkets, or games...just quality books. And as always, you receive 

Exceptional Service, Unconditionally Guaranteed. For more information or to enroll 

in a program, contact your Gumdrop BooksTM Representative or Customer Service at 

800.821.7199 or wecare@revvedaboutreading.com.

Teachers earn books 
for every $300 collected 
in pledges from their 
classroom. 

Schools earn a credit of 60% 
of total pledges collected 
which is allocated to 
purchase books from our 
wide variety of publishers 
and thousands of titles 
including AR, SRC, and 
Lexile® titles.
Lexile® is a registered trademark of MetaMetrics, Inc.

Promote literacy by putting 

books into the hands of 

children with 3 types of 

rewards.

Students have attainable 
rewards—each $5 collected 
in pledges earns 1 point to 
redeem for a reward book 
from a large selection of 
popular hardcover and 
paperback titles. Reward 
points are redeemable 
starting at only 1 point.

•  No closing of library

•  No set up, tear down, or 

restock

•  No recruitment of 

volunteers

•  No delivery/pickup issues

•  No storing a rolling book 

store for weeks

•  No diffi  cult fi nancial forms

•  No minimum dollar 

amount

•  No school too big or small

•  Free shipping

•  Free MARC records

Our program promotes reading and literacy within your school. 
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Dale Vande Haar is the District 
Library Coordinator for Des Moines 
Public Schools, supervising library 
programs in 57 buildings. In ILA he 
served on the Executive Board and 
GAC, Membership, and Person-
nel committees. He is a member of 
ILTA and IASL. In IASL, he served 
as its fi rst president, on its execu-
tive board, and was awarded the 
IASL Vision Award. Dale served 13 
years as a DMPL trustee, 8 years 
as a CILSA trustee, and chaired the 
LSA Executive Council. Dale chairs 
the University of Iowa SLIS Advisory 
Panel, and has served on Drake’s 
and Grand View’s library advisory 
panels. He is a foundation member 
of the Mitchellville Public Library.
Statement of Professional Concern:

Together We Can! These words 
exemplify the spirit of ILA as we cel-
ebrate 119 years as one of Iowa’s 
oldest professional organizations. 
Over the years, ILA has weathered 
numerous national crises, and during 
them, the members put their heads 
together and planned for a successful 
future. A major concern is the exo-
dus of members as the Baby Boom 
Generation retires. We must recruit 
younger members to ILA and offer 
them leadership training and experi-
ence to keep ILA strong. We can do 
this. ILA is strong and unifi ed now 
due to embracing and nurturing all 
Iowa library-related organizations 
as subdivisions under the ILA name. 
We must continue to support and en-
hance the relationships between the 
parent organization and the subdivi-
sions, plus we must strongly support 
the work of all subdivisions so that 
they remain vibrant and meet the 
needs of their members. Together 
we can achieve a solid future for 
our profession and professional or-
ganization.

CANDIDATES FOR VICE PRESIDENT

Kathy Bottaro is the library me-
dia head teacher for the Sioux City 
Community School District. She 
received her B.A. in history from 
Briar Cliff University, and in 2010 
will receive her M.A. in School Li-
brary Studies from the University 
of Northern Iowa. Upon graduation 
from college, Kathy taught at the 
elementary level for a number of 
years. In 1999, she joined the staff 
of the Sioux City Public Library 
where she worked in the youth ser-
vices department for seven years. In 
2006, Kathy accepted a position as 
a teacher librarian with the Sioux 
City Community School District and 
was promoted to head library media 
teacher in 2008. Kathy is a member 
of ALA, IASL, and ISEA. 
Statement of Professional Concern:

I believe that these are exciting and 
challenging times for Iowa librar-
ies. New technologies are rapidly 
emerging that alter and improve the 
delivery of services to our patrons. 
Professional development is essential 
to remaining current with new tech-
nologies and their applications within 
our libraries. Meanwhile the diffi cult 
economic climate is a challenge and 
demands that we advocate tirelessly 
for our libraries. Relationship-build-
ing within our specifi c communities is 
a cornerstone of effective advocacy. 
The libraries represented within ILA 
are diverse but our goals are the 
same. We work to identify the needs 
of our patrons, research the most 
effective means of meeting those 
needs, and then provide the service 
in the most patron-friendly manner 
possible. Our efforts are strength-
ened by ILA’s resolve to keep us 
relevant, connected, educated, and 
moving in a common direction.

Louise Alcorn has been the Ref-
erence Technology Librarian at the 
West Des Moines Library since 1996. 
She is the webmistress and Jill of All 
Trades for public computing. Louise 
teaches technology topics for the 
LSAs and the Ontario Library Asso-
ciation’s Education Institute. She 
presented at ILA (2007-2009) and 
ALA (2008) annual conferences, and 
is an ALA/PLA member. This fall she 
will present at Internet Librarian. 

Louise participated in the 2006 
Library Leadership Institute, which 
she cannot praise highly enough. 
For ILA, Louise has served as chair 
of both the PR Committee and the 
IT Forum. Education: B.A., Grinnell; 
M.I.L.S., University of Michigan. 
Statement of Professional Concern:

Libraries are my passion. I’ve been 
known to corner people at parties 
and explain why libraries – all types 
of libraries – are the Best Places in 
the World! There are things that we 
do better and more effi ciently than 
anyone else. Nonetheless, it is al-
ways worth our time to look outside 
our organizations and share creative 
ideas for continual improvement. 
When we share ideas – professional 
to professional, adapting shared 
ideas for our organizations – we 
all gain exponentially. It is our true 
library superpower! 

Part of ILA’s role is to facilitate this 
exchange of ideas for the greater 
good. Now more than ever we need 
to come together and learn from each 
other–for our own survival, but also 
to remain deeply relevant for our 
communities. Libraries, their staffs, 
and the people we serve–these are 
my passions, which I will bring to the 
Executive Board if chosen. Thank you 
for the opportunity to serve.
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MEET THE FOUR CANDIDATES FOR EXECUTIVE BOARD

Tena Hanson has been Director of 
the Milford Memorial Library since 
2001. She holds a B.A. in English 
from Chadron State College in Ne-
braska. Tena serves as a member 
of both the Northwest Iowa Library 
Service Area’s Advisory Board and 
Special Projects Consultant Team. 
She has been PR Offi cer of the Iowa 
Small Library Association (ISLA) for 
two consecutive terms, has served 
on the national Association for Rural 
and Small Libraries’ Ad Hoc Com-
munications Committee, and was a 
member of the State Library’s OCLC 
Task Force. 

Statement of Professional Concern:
Having served the members of ISLA 

over the past few years, I have been 
continually inspired by the dedica-
tion of those who work in Iowa’s 
smallest libraries. 

Unafraid of hard work, these indi-
viduals are always ready to put the 
needs of their communities fi rst. They 
strive to accomplish that which is a 
“good cause,” even when the effort is 
great and the reward is intangible. 
They fi nd a way to provide reliably 
well-rounded services and program-
ming with a cripplingly inadequate 
budget and little to no help. 

Libraries of all sizes and types re-
quire professional support to accom-
plish and maintain a high standard 
of service. ILA allows us the oppor-
tunity to network and learn so that 
we might grow to meet the needs of 
our users. I am, like those I admire 
in our small libraries, unafraid of the 
hard work it requires of our Associa-
tion leaders to make this happen. If 
elected, I will enthusiastically serve 
the interests of our members.

Sara Doyle has been the Refer-
ence & Reader Services Manager at 
the Sioux City Public Library since 
the spring of 2008, having joined 
the staff as a Librarian Specialist in 
2007. She has worked in public and 
academic libraries in Iowa and Wis-
consin. She earned a MLIS from the 
University of Iowa. Sara was selected 
as a Fellow for the second annual 
Lifelong Access Libraries Leadership 
Institute, sponsored by Americans 
for Libraries Council (ALC) in 2007. 
She served as vice chair of ILA’s 
Video Roundtable, participated in 
ILA’s 2008 Leadership Institute, and 
is currently serving on ILA’s Confer-
ence Planning Committee. 
Statement of Professional Concern: 

I appreciate having associations 
such as the Iowa Library Associa-
tion where I can network with others 
whose professional interests and 
responsibilities are both similar to 
and different from mine. For example, 
we share the similar purpose of con-
necting our clientele with the best 
resources to meet their needs though 
each of us may have a slightly dif-
ferent perspective as to how best we 
can accomplish this goal. The more 
involved I become with ILA, the more 
I realize how vital each individual 
member is to the success of the or-
ganization. I’ve seen from my time 
on the Conference Planning Commit-
tee just how much can be done by a 
handful of people. It’s empowering to 
be a part of an organization that is big 
enough to get things accomplished on 
a large scale but small enough that 
individuals are able to make a differ-
ence. I would be honored to serve you 
on the ILA Executive Board. 

Saul J. Amdursky has worked 
in public libraries since 1971. He 
has worked in five states and a 
Canadian Province and primarily 
held the position of library director. 
He became the director of the Des 
Moines Public Library in June 2007. 
He has published several articles 
in American Libraries and Library 
Journal focusing on issues related 
to library employment, governance, 
and funding. Saul was the director 
of the Kalamazoo Public Library (MI) 
in 2002 when it was named Library 
Journal’s “Library of the Year.”
Statement of Professional Concern: 

I have a strong belief in the value 
added all types of libraries bring to 
their communities and an equally 
deep concern about the long term 
survival of our institutions. School, 
academic, and public library bud-
gets are in trouble. We can no more 
go to the moon without oxygen than 
we can operate libraries without 
adequate funding. Without finan-
cial support, recruitment and train-
ing efforts, collection development, 
outreach, and much more become 
Sisyphean tasks.  

If you choose to honor me with your 
support I intend to work with my 
colleagues to advocate for improved 
library funding. The Iowa Library 
Association is well positioned to 
coordinate the necessary marketing 
efforts and efforts to change state 
law that will be required to achieve 
a more secure fi nancial future.  

Please visit the ILA booth for another opportunity to meet the candidates.
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Every year ILA’s Conference Planning Committee works with the chairs of each subdivision to come up with 
pre-conferences and general sessions that will appeal to a wide range of audiences. One such audience is the 
trustees. 

Pre-conferences that trustees may fi nd especially enticing include The Library and the Social Order of Things, 
where trustees can get a hands-on experience with different social networking sites and pick up tips as to what 
may or may not work for their own libraries. The Sustainability Transformation: Green(er) Libraries will suggest 
big and small ways for trustees to improve the environmental impact of their libraries.

Considering the general sessions, it’s hard to go wrong no matter what is chosen. Here are some that seem 
especially fi tting for the needs and interests of trustees:  

• The New Library User and How to Serve Her (And Him) shows how the trends from Pew Internet Project can 
help library stakeholders better understand their users. 

• Trustee Essentials aims to answer the questions on the minds of most trustees.
• Libraries and 21st Century Privacy: Theirs, Yours, Ours discusses the ever-relevant topic of privacy and  

current threats to it. 
• Who’s Buzzing Round Your Hive, And Are They Worth the Stings? Community Connections that Count 

provides an interactive session that will show trustees how to use existing community networks to build new 
partnerships and improve the ones they have.

• Library Advocacy: How ALA Can Help You Make Your Case will demonstrate how ALA’s toolkits can assist in 
areas such as advocacy, budgeting, retooling and coalition building in challenging times.

• Our Changing Information Landscape: Some Big Ideas will look at what the ability for everyone to have a 
voice through social networking means for libraries.

• Beyond Survival: Bright Ideas in Tough Times will demonstrate what some libraries are doing to promote 
their services in these diffi cult economic times. 

• High-Tech Tools (and Toys) will allow trustees to explore new gadgets like netbooks and think about the pos-
sible role they may play in the future of libraries.

• You Know It, Now Do It: Community Involvement will give an outsider’s perspective on what libraries can do 
to be a bigger part of their communities.

• Smile! You’re on Camera: Security Camera Use in Two Public Libraries will allow trustees to hear from two 
public library directors about their experiences with surveillance cameras.

• Iowa’s New Sex Offender Law and Public Libraries will offer a panel discussion on current policies that have 
been adopted by library boards to address the law and the possible implications of these policies.

• Open Meetings Law: Know Your Rights and Responsibilities will cover the new trustee handbook, how to 
hold electronic meetings and closed sessions, and how to take minutes and post agendas–pertinent information 
for trustees.

Jeff Pilz, Chair
Iowa Library Trustees Association

Sara Doyle, Member
Conference Planning Committee

Annual Conference Programming for Trustees

What can you do?
Send your own suggestions for living and working greener to ILA’s Facebook page. If you are not yet a 

friend of ILA on Facebook, become one now.
Check out the Green Page on the ILA website.  More information on steps taken by the ILA Green Team for 

the upcoming conference, as well as the Green Pledge (see below), and links to information on green(er) travel 
and living can be found on the ILA webpage.  Check this page often for updates.

Sign the Green Pledge on the ILA website—We hope many of you will sign a personal Green Pledge to make 
this conference more environmentally sound. The pledge is an ILA-modifi ed version of one use by ACRL planners 
for their conference goers, and the actions outlined in the pledge could be things you already do in your daily 
lives. Find the Green Pledge on the ILA web site. You can sign it online or come to the ILA Membership Booth at 
the Des Moines conference and sign it.  Those who sign the pledge either online or at the conference can pick 
up a sticker for your nametag at the booth, indicating you have pledged to go green at the conference.

As noted above, all this is a work in progress. Suggestions are welcome, either at our e-mail addresses or by 
posting comments or messages on the ILA Facebook page.

From the ILA Green Team
Mary McInroy and Dan Chibnall

Conference continued from page 1
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Bargains and Fun Galore at Annual Silent Auction
As you make plans to attend the annual conference in Des Moines, please keep the Iowa Library Association 

Foundation (ILAF) silent auction in mind. By participating in the silent auction, you can support the Iowa library 
community while enjoying a fun conference event.

The ILAF, organized in 1983, awarded its fi rst continuing education grant of $250 just three years later. Since 
1986, the dollars awarded by ILAF have grown to more than $40,000. The more than 70 awards made by ILAF 
since 1986 have funded scholarships, continuing education workshops, and the Endowed Speaker at the ILA 
Annual Conferences.

 Each year ILAF organizes a silent auction at the annual ILA conference. ILA members, libraries, friends groups, 
and exhibitors donate a wide variety of items that are displayed in the Exhibit Hall. Bidding takes place during 
the times the Exhibit Hall is open. As the closing hour draws near, the bidding intensifi es! Winning bidders are 
revealed at the close of the annual banquet. Last year, proceeds from the auction totaled more than $7,000!

You can contribute to this popular fundraising initiative in two ways. First, consider donating an item to be 
auctioned. Gift baskets representing a special theme (like chocolate!), a geographical area, or a library are al-
ways popular. Bids for artwork, handcrafted items, food products, and anything having to do with libraries are 
always hotly contested. We would like to know in advance if you plan to donate something, so please email Sue 
Lerdal (lerdals@hotmail.com) with a description and an estimated value of the item. Then, when you arrive at 
the conference, bring the item to the ILAF booth in the Exhibit Hall 

 Second, save up some spending money to bid in the silent auction. You’ll have fun, fi nd some great bargains, 
and contribute to an important cause. At this writing, our wonderful exhibitors have generously donated the 
following items for the auction: a Frank Lloyd Wright stained glass piece (FEH Associates); an angel garden 
statue (Jones Library Sales); a queen-size quilt (Embury, Ltd.); a “fi tness pack” containing a lunch bag, twill 
cap, pedometer, keychain/compass, workout towel, and tee shirt (National Network of Libraries of Medicine-
Greater Midwest Region); fl ower arrangements (Biblionix); a small rocking horse and a small clock (Iowa Prison 
Industries); dinner for two at the Des Moines Club (ASI-Modulex); and a variety of books, publications, and/or 
DVDs donated by Brodart, World Book, EBSCO, and Learning Opportunities. Stay tuned—there will be many 
more items to come!
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A total of 28,941 attendees, including exhibtors, were in Chicago 
for ALA which likely represents a record. Following is a summary 
of the Association’s business conducted: 

• A Library Advocacy Day will take place during the ALA Con-
ference next year in Washington, D.C. and the ALA Washington 
Offi ce is already urging everyone to mark their calendars and make 
plans to attend. It will be held on June 28, 2010 at 1:00 p.m. and 
is expected to be a huge rally with many popular speakers. ALA 
is producing a banner for each State Chapter. Chapter leadership 
is asked to provide the banner wording to represent the voice of 
their state at this event. 

• Brief discussion was held regarding the issue discussed earlier 
this year of lead content in children’s books (CPSIA–Consumer 
Product Safety Improvement Act). Although it is believed that 
libraries will be given exemption, ALA is continuing to monitor 
progress until a determination has been made. A one year “stay” 
was granted for libraries and ALA staff has not yet heard from 
the Commission.  

• A resolution on civil marriage equality regardless of sexual 
orientation passed with a large majority. The case was made that 
library workers or users who live in states where only heterosexual 
couples may wed legally do not receive the same rights. ALA is 
now on record as opposing civil marriage discrimination in the 
federal and in state constitutions.  

• A resolution on the reauthorization of section 215 of the Pa-
triot Act was submitted. It included a resolution to let Section 215 
sunset but if this wasn’t possible it went on to address particular 
aspects of the PATRIOT Act that needed to be worked on such 
as: requiring law enforcement offi cials to show their suspicion by 
requiring items being sought to be described in such a way that 
it allows identifi cation which will lessen the chance of “fi shing ex-
peditions,” allowing the recipient of the records search to consult 
with an attorney and challenge a gag order, intensify oversight that 
limits the privacy of library users, and set a date for the sunset 
of 215 within four years. What passed was to formally request 
the sunset of the PATRIOT Act and refer the concessions to the 
ALA Washington Offi ce for action if needed.  

• The Continuing Library Education and Networking Round Table 
(CLENERT) requested a name change of their roundtable. A survey 
of members indicated that 93% of the members did not know 
what the acronym CLENERT meant. Motion passed to change the 
name of CLENERT to “Learn” for the Learning Roundtable.  

• Resolution passed regarding the accessibility for library web-
sites "to urge all libraries to comply with Section 508 (federal 
government) regulations, web content accessibility guidelines 2.0, 
or other criteria that have become widely accepted as standards of 
accessibility evolve so that people with disabilities can effectively 
use library websites to access information with ease and urges 
the local, state, and federal governments to provide adequate 
funding to allow compliance." 

• Resolution passed to urge ALA divisions and roundtables 
to support and promote “Intergeneration Day Means Libraries” 
and for libraries to consider offering multi-generational activities 
during the week of October 4, 2009. To fi nd out more visit www.
intergenerationday.org.

• A resolution to endorse a universal health care plan that is 
affordable was approved.   

• A resolution that the ALA Council immediately begin to address 
the severe national erosion of budgetary support to all libraries 
by creating an action plan to alert legislators, stake holders, and 
constituents to call them to action through all media and inter-
personal channels available was approved.

• Resolution to direct the Executive Director of ALA to imple-
ment the most cost-effective solution to provide transparency and 
access to governance activities for the benefi t of ALA members. 
Discussion held about what “cost-effective” really means and who 
will make that decision as well as clarifying “governance” and 
whether it is just ALA Council, or does it include every subdivi-
sion, committee and round table? Also the cost was questioned 
– spend it on a new program/service when the organization is 
facing budget defi cits and furloughs of staff? Another point made 
was that there is no assessment component–if you implement this 
service, do you continue it if only a few people use this resource? 
The resolution was amended to say “Begin providing member 
access to Council meetings for Midwinter 2010.” Amendment 
Approved and the fi nal vote passed.  Although a very good idea, 
which I have previously endorsed, I voted against this resolution. 
Minutes of the meetings are available for those interested until 
the Association can recover from its current fi nancial hardship. 
Presently, ALA membership has fallen by 2.8% to 65,437. All 
ALA employees have been asked to take 5 furlough days and 10 
positions have been eliminated (of which two were by layoff). 
I could not endorse the expenditure of new money for a new 
service knowing the current fi nancial picture of ALA.  

• In 2003, the Department of Labor adopted regulations that 
writers of a resolution asserted “dramatically weakened white 
collar exemptions for executive, administrative, and professional 
employees as to remove more than eight million U.S. workers from 
overtime pay protection when they work more than 40 hours a 
week” by classifying them as exempt employees. This resolution 
called for President Obama to revise wage and hour regulations 
to include more overtime pay protections. It passed with a 73-64 
vote. This is a very complex issue and many ALA Council members 
were confused by the poorly written resolution. I did not fully 
understand it and will need to defer questions that ILA members 
may have to ALA headquarters to ensure a correct answer.  

• On the last day of Council all 50 State Chapters presented 
formal resolutions in memory of Judith Krug who died in April of 
this year.  Krug was the founder of the Freedom to Read Founda-
tion and also was the creator of “Banned Books Week.” The formal 
documents will be presented to Judith’s family. 

• The ultimate mixed message was sent by ALA Council when 
it voted down a “Resolution on Libraries and the Continuing Wars 
in Iraq and Afghanistan” which failed by a very large vote. Last 
year the resolution passed but since our country remains at war 
it was believed that another resolution was in order. Many Coun-
cilors expressed uneasiness at resolutions professing a particular 
foreign or military policy (a change of heart from the last time this 
came up).  I vote against all such resolutions in the belief that the 
Association should focus its energy and resources in meeting its 
mission statement which is to “provide leadership for the devel-
opment, promotion, and improvement of library and information 
services and the profession of librarianship in order to enhance 
learning and ensure access to information for all.”

 Susan Henricks
ALA Councilor

ALA Councilor Report • July 2009, Chicago, Illinois
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Ask Questions and Meet 
Candidates at the ILA 

Booth
While you are looking at all the vendors to fi nd cool 

new things for your library, take time to stop at the ILA 
booth in the vendor hall. ILA committee members will be 
there to answer your questions. On Thursday morning, 
members of the ILA Finance Committee will be on hand 
to answer questions about the bylaws change being 
proposed regarding student memberships. You will be 
able to meet candidates for ILA Executive Board at the 
booth on Wednesday and Thursday. The ILA booth is 
also where you can enter to win a basket of goodies from 
next year’s conference site–Coralville. The drawing slip 
will be in your conference packet with an explanation 
of how to enter. See you at the conference!

Attention First-Time 
Conference Attendees 

Is this your fi rst year to attend an ILA conference 
or are you new to ILA? If so, be sure to use your 20% 
off coupon that you received when you joined. It is a 
great deal. You get to save some money and see what 
conference is all about. You will learn a lot at sessions, 
meet great people, and get good ideas and fun stuff 
from vendors.

Be sure to attend Thursday morning’s Conference 
Orientation/New Members Breakfast presented by 
the Membership Committee and supported by George 
Lawson Consulting. Again, you save money by joining 
us for a free breakfast. As an added benefi t, we’ll share 
some ILA basics and conference tips. You’ll meet other 
fi rst-time attendees, as well as some long-time mem-
bers, and we will have door prizes. It is a fun way to 
start your conference—hope to see you there!

Candidate Forums – Thursday, October 22
Vice President/President-Elect Candidates 8:30 a.m.

Executive Board Candidates 12:00 p.m.
If the technology works, links to these speeches will be posted on the web.
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Library Furnishing Specialists

631 Meadow Run Dr. SW 
Rochester, MN  55902 

When you consider new library 
furniture consider us. 

It’s all we do!!!!!

(507) 252-8788
Fax (608) 846-0995

www.emburyltd.com
   stephmatusiewicz@msn.com

Corporate Office: 
809 Burton Blvd., Unit E, 
De Forest, WI  53532 
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Banquet Speaker Donates 
Copies of Her Book

You won’t want to miss the banquet speaker, Janice 
Harrington on Thursday, October 22. Ms. Harrington 
is a professional storyteller, poet and children’s book 
author. 

Ms. Harrington has donated copies of her award- 
winning poetry book, Even the Hollow My Body Made 
is Gone, requesting that they be given to Iowa public 
libraries. We will randomly select libraries to receive 
the books. Selected libraries must have at least one 
employee as a member of ILA or be an institutional 
member, and must have a representative attend the 
Thursday banquet in order to receive the book. We will 
contact selected libraries at the beginning of September.

Are you ready to show us what you’ve got? The ILA 
Public Relations Committee is pleased to bring the PR 
Extravaganza: Show Us What You’ve Got display back 
to the Annual Conference again this year! 

This is probably the easiest presentation you’ve ever 
made–just drop off your “best of the best” promotional 
pieces at the tables in the lobby on Wednesday afternoon 
or Thursday morning and we’ll set them up for you. On 
Friday, gather your display items from the tables in 
the lobby. Is your piece electronic? No problem! Email 
your fi le(s) to kkietzman@sls.lib.ia.us at least one week 
before the conference. Be sure to watch the slideshow 
at the ILA booth.

Every library that contributes to either the tables or 
the electronic slide show will be eligible to register for 
a prize drawing. This year Brodart has graciously do-
nated a $250 gift certifi cate for their catalog or online 
merchandise.

We can’t wait to see what you’ve got!

Show Us What You’ve Got

Shop ‘Til you Drop at Shop ILA 
located near the conference registration desk

IN MEMORIUM

Dave Ashcraft, Des Moines Public Library
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