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Our Association and the Iowa Education Media
Association are sponsoring a statewide legislative day
on Wednesday, March 12th.  There will be a briefing at
2:30 at the State Library.  Mary Wegner, State Librar-
ian, and Amy Campbell, lobbyist with the State Public
Policy Group will help us understand the current legis-
lative climate before we go to the Capitol to talk with
our legislators.  The main topic will be restoring fund-
ing for the State Library and the Library Service Areas.
The reception for lawmakers and librarians will begin
at 4:00 in the State Law Library at the Capitol.

A special feature of the reception will be a demon-
stration of E-Info (the EBSCOhost suite of databases)
by Kristin Steingreaber who is the Media Specialist for
AEA 15.  This is an opportunity for us to share with
our representatives one example of what the State Li-
brary is doing for the citizens of Iowa; and to discuss
with the legislators how all types of libraries are coop-
erating by providing the same electronic resource to
schools, colleges, universities and the general public.
EBSCOhost is a web-based information resource, which
includes full text magazines, newspapers and reference
tools.  Access to EBSCOhost is made possible through
a partnership between the State Library of Iowa and
Iowa’s Area Education Agencies.  E-Info is a great bar-
gain.  It requires modest support from public libraries
and the majority of the funding is provided by federal
Library Services and Technology Act dollars.  According
to the State Library, “Providing Iowans access to infor-
mation is a goal of the State Library and its governing
board, the Iowa Commission of Libraries. Since more
information is being made available in the form of elec-
tronic databases, the State Library is pleased to be able
to offer Iowans access to EBSCOhost.”  Thanks to the
leadership of the State Library and the AEAs, students
from elementary school through higher education are
using the same resource and Iowans are able to use
this resource whether they are at school, at work, in
the public library, or at home.

At the reception we will be talking about HF 58 which
is the bill to restore the requirement for media centers
and professional staff in Iowa schools.  This is an im-
portant move towards providing library resources and

expertise to students.  Research done in other states
as well as Iowa has shown that the presence of a certi-
fied media specialist has a tremendous positive impact
on students’ success in school.  Both ILA and IEMA are
supporting this legislation.

March 12th is our only legislative day for the 2003
session.  Please plan to join librarians all across Iowa
for this important effort.  Your voice is crucial to re-
storing necessary funding for library resources.

Governmental Affairs Committee
Dawn Hayslett, Chair

MARCH 12TH IS STATEWIDE LEGISLATIVE DAY

ILA LEADERSHIP TASKFORCE

Finding and nurturing leaders for our future is the
focus of a newly named ad hoc ILA Leadership
Taskforce. Members include Nancy Baker, University
of Iowa; Tim Bryant, UNI; Karen Burns, Southwest Iowa
LSA; Carrie Falk, Shenandoah PL; John Lerdal, Pleas-
ant Hill PL; Robin Martin, Central College; Gina Millsap,
Ames PL; Mary Wegner, State Library; and Corey Will-
iams Green, Cornell College.  Betty Rogers also serves
ex-officio and Laurie Hews (ILA) and Sandy Dixon (State
Library) are resource people to the group.

 The December and January meetings were
brainstorming sessions exploring the “who, what, when,
where, and how” of leadership development.  With some
ideas firmly in hand we are sharing these with our
collaborator, Maureen Sullivan, well known for con-
sulting and training in the leadership field. The ulti-
mate goal for the taskforce is to establish an ongoing
leadership program that will benefit both ILA and the
Iowa library community.  Watch for more information
in upcoming issues of the Catalyst.

Note for those planning to attend Legislative Day:
State of Iowa parking ramp (across from the State
Historical Building) is now open.  Enter from Grand
Avenue.
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ILA/ACRL CONFERENCE SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION

The Awards Committee of ILA/ACRL announces the availability of a
scholarship to attend the ILA/ACRL Spring Conference, May 2, 2003 at
the University of Dubuque in Dubuque, Iowa. The scholarship will cover
the $40 registration fee and up to $60 in travel, hotel and meal expenses.

Applicants must be paid members of ILA/ACRL, working fulltime in an
Iowa academic or research library, and either:

a) be attending their first ILA/ACRL Spring Conference OR
b) have worked in Iowa for less than three years.

April 18, 2002 is the deadline for applications and conference registra-
tion. The winner will be announced April 25.

Application forms are on our web site at www.iren.net/acrl/conference/
2003/scholarship.html.

PLANTING THE SEEDS: GROWING LEADERS
FOR TOMORROW

Planning for the 2003 Annual Conference is well underway.  Maurice
(Mitch) Freedman, current ALA President, will bring his campaign for
America’s Libraries to Cedar Rapids for the conference opener on Thurs-
day morning. June Berry, the driving force behind the Texas Library
Association’s Tall Texans Leadership Development Institute, will keynote
Friday morning’s session.

In between, the conference Leadership Track, and concurrent sessions
will focus on issues related to recruiting, nurturing and supporting librar-
ians in our professional lives.  There will be surprise guests, entertaining
events and, for the President’s Party, a great evening of Jazz at the Top of
the Crowne Plaza Hotel.

The American Library Association is sponsoring a series of institutes
around the country for attorneys and library trustees to learn more about
the First Amendment issues facing libraries.  The Midwest Institute -
second in the series of regional training institutes - will be in Chicago, IL,
May 12-13, 2003.

The training institutes are part of Lawyers for Libraries a project of
ALA’s Office for Intellectual Freedom.  They will address topics such as
Internet filtering (including the Supreme Court case challenging the
Children’s Internet Protection Act), patron privacy and government sur-
veillance in the wake of September 11, and the extent to which the library
truly is a public forum for the open exchange of ideas. Municipal & county
attorneys, lawyers in private practice and lawyers with particular interest
in First Amendment law are especially encouraged to attend.  Librar-
ians may attend, but only if accompanied by an attorney.

The sessions have been approved for Continuing Legal Education cred-
its in several states and approval is pending in others.  The cost is $500.00.
More information can be found at www.ala.org/lawyers.

If you are interested in attending this session, want to stay informed
about future Lawyers for Libraries happenings, or have any questions,
please contact Jonathan Kelley at (800) 545-2433 ext. 4226; jkelley@ala.org.

LAWYERS FOR LIBRARIES
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ILA/ACRL SPRING CONFERENCE
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS: THE FIRST AMENDMENT AND ACADEMIC LIBRARIES

   University of Dubuque in Dubuque, IA
 May 2, 2003

Mark your calendars and plan to attend the ILA/ACRL Spring Conference.
The keynote speech will be given by Ralph Gregory Elliot, a partner in the law firm of Tyler, Cooper & Alcorn,

which is based in Hartford, CT.  Ralph Elliot, a graduate of Yale Law School and Adjunct Professor at the
University of Connecticut School of Law, is a speaker for the Center for First Amendment Rights and has taught,
written, and lectured extensively on First Amendment issues.

Conference fees are $40.00 for ILA/ACRL members, $50.00 for non-members and $20.00 for students.
A pre-conference buffet dinner will take place Thursday evening at the Bricktown Brewpub in Dubuque.   A

trolley has been reserved to take participants to the libraries at Clark College, Loras College, and The University
of Dubuque.  The fee for the pre-conference gala is $20.00.

Visit the ILA/ACRL website at www.iren.net/acrl for registration information.
Interested in presenting a paper?  The Call for Papers is also available at the website.
If you have never been to an ILA/ACRL Spring Conference or have been working in Iowa less than 3 years, you

can apply for a scholarship and receive up to $100 towards your registration and travel costs!  Scholarship
applications are also available at the above website.

Please plan on joining us for another excellent conference!  For further information call Jane Campagna at
563-441-4152 or email her at jcampagna@eicc.edu.

The Gloria Barron Prize for Young Heroes recognizes outstanding young people who have shown leadership
and courage in public service to people and our planet.  Young people between the ages of 8 and 18 may be
nominated by someone other than a relative.  They are very interested in having librarians nominate students for
this award.  Check it out at www.barronprize.org.

DO YOU KNOW A YOUNG HERO?
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PRESERVATION 101: A STATEWIDE PRESERVATION TRAINING PROGRAM

The Iowa Conservation and Preservation Consortium has developed a series of six ICN and three hands-on
preservation workshops that will assist you in taking care of your institution’s collections. Know Your Media will
start with an ICN session on Materials of Documentary Collections April 2, 2003, 2:00 – 5:00 pm. Participants will
learn about paper, ink, adhesives, and leather, and the preservation considerations and cautions about each. A
second ICN session on May 22, 2003, 2:00 – 5:00 pm, will focus on Photographic, Reprographic and Printing
Processes. The hands-on practicum will be held June 6, 2003, 8:30 am. – 4:00 pm., Museum of Amana History,
Amana, as part of the SOS (Save Our Stuff!) conference. Sessions will include care and handling of textiles,  paper
repair, preservation of amateur produced motion pictures, and much, much more.

 Keeping Collections Safe includes instructional sessions on (1) the control of the Environment within build-
ings, and (2) Storage including the housing, handling, security and exhibition of collection items. These sessions
are tentatively scheduled for late summer and fall.  Getting Organized  offers instructional sessions
on (1) Emergency Planning, the preparations that will minimize disaster, and (2) Preservation Planning, the
elements and principles of a preservation program. Check the web for workshop and broadcast dates.

Participants who attend all courses will receive a certificate of completion. Application for CEU’s in progress.
ICN sites are in Boone, Cedar Rapids, Charles City, Cherokee, Clinton, Cresco, Davenport, Denison, Dubuque,
Ft. Dodge, Griswold, Iowa City, Marshalltown, Mt. Pleasant, Pella, Sioux City, Spencer, Urbandale. Each ICN
session fee is $15.00 for ICPC member, $20.00 nonmember.  Sign up for both ICN sessions for an additional $5.00.

Request a registration form from Nancy E. Kraft, ICPC, University Libraries, 100 Main Library, Iowa City, IA
52242-1420 or email nancy-e-kraft@uiowa.edu or at ICPC website http://web.grinnell.edu/individuals/stuhrr/
icpc/icpc.html

Investing in the ILA Foundation’s Endowed Speakers Fund is investing in continued quality ILA conferences.
This is an investment that pays off big dividends – excellent speakers at ILA conferences. I can still remember
hearing the very first Endowed Speaker, Clarence Page, in 1989. He was wonderful. As ILA President in 1997, I
especially appreciated having the funding to bring in a keynote speaker.

The ESF speaker continues to be a very successful feature of the ILA Annual Conference. Your support will
keep the Endowed Speakers Fund healthy. The ILAF is a 501(c)(3) organization. Your contribution is tax-deduct-
ible to the extent provided by current law.

Take time today to contribute to the ILAF with a one-time gift or a pledge.

Nancy Kraft, ILAF  President

I/we wish to support the ILAF Endowed Speakers Fund
with a total gift of $ _________made payable:

❏  in 3 annual gifts of $ ________each,
❏  as a one-time donation, or
❏  other ______________________

Name ____________________________________________
   (Please print)

Address __________________________________________

City _______________________ State _____ Zip _______

Telephone ________________________

If you prefer, your contribution may be a designated
gift.  Please mark your preference:

❏ “in Honor of” ❏  “in Memory of”

Designee ________________________________________

     Levels of Giving   Total Over 3 Years
Titanium $1,500
Diamond $1,200
Platinum $1,900
Gold $1,600
Silver $1,300
Bronze $1,150
Pewter One-time donations

The Iowa Library Association Foundation is a 501(c)(3)
organization. Your contribution is tax-deductible to
the extent provided by current law.

Checks should be made payable to:
ILAF Endowed Speakers Fund
3636 Westown Pkwy, Suite 202
West Des Moines, IA 50266

ILAF  Iowa Library Association Foundation
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AWARDS
Gina Millsap, Ames Public Library ‘05; Chair ‘03
Robin Martin, Central College Library, Pella ‘04;
Carol French Johnson, Cedar Falls/ Waterloo Public Libraries ‘03

JOHNSON BRIGHAM PLAQUE
Ed Goedeken, Iowa State University Library ’04; Chair ‘04
Donna Emmert, Perry Public Library  ‘04
Roy Kenagy, Central Iowa Library Service Area, Clive ‘05

CONFERENCE PLANNING
Betty Rogers, Coe College, Cedar Rapids ‘03; Chair ‘03
Laurie Hews, ILA Office – Conference Coordinator
Mary Cameron, State Library ‘03
Steve Dew, University of Iowa ‘05
Alison Ames Galstad, Coralville Public Library ‘05
Dawn Hayslett, Ames Public Library ‘03
Susan Kling, Marion Public Library ‘05
C.J. Thompson, Kling Library, Grundy Center ‘04
Carlette Washington Hoagland, University of Iowa Library ‘04
LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS:
Susan Kling, Marion Public Library; Chair ‘03
Karen Johnson, Cedar Rapids Public Library ‘03
Lily Lau, East Central Library Services ‘03

BYLAWS AND ORGANIZATION MANUAL
Rebecca Johnson, University of Iowa Library ‘04; Chair ‘03
Karen Davidson,  Northeast Iowa Community College Library,

Calmar ‘03
Dottie Persson, University of Iowa Library ‘04
Susan Craig, Iowa City Public Library ‘05
Kay Elliott, Clive Public Library (advisor)

EDITORIAL
Ronald Kane Hardy, Central College Library ‘03; Chair ‘03
Charlene Lehman, University of Iowa Library ‘04
Kathy Parsons, Iowa State University Library ‘05
Karen Burns, Southwest Iowa Library Service Area (advisor)

FINANCE
Sheryl Bissen, Grinnell College Library, Grinnell ‘03; Chair ‘03
John Lerdal, Pleasant Hill Public Library ‘05
Gina Millsap, Ames Public Library ‘03
Liz Nichols, Iowa City Public Library ‘03
Kay Weiss, Burlington Public Library ‘03
Laurie Hews, ILA Office

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
Dawn Hayslett, Ames Public Library ‘04; Chair ‘03
Lynn Cummings, Mary Greeley Medical Center, Ames ‘04
Michele Leininger. Public Library of Des Moines ‘03
Gina Millsap, Ames Public Library ‘05
Wendy Street, Carnegie-Viersen Public Library, Pella‘05
Dale VandeHaar, Des Moines Public Schools Libraries ‘04
Carlette Washington Hoagland, University of Iowa Library ‘05
Mary Wegner, State Library (advisor)

INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM
Katherine Martin, University of Northern Iowa Library ‘03; Chair ‘03
Liga Briedis, Drake University Library, Des Moines ‘05
Lynne Carey, Ames Public Library ‘04
Leo Clougherty, University of Iowa Library, Iowa City ‘04
Jennie Garner, North Liberty Community Library ‘05
Jerri Heid, Clive Public Library ‘04
Randy Roeder, Coe College Library, Cedar Rapids ‘05
Dale Ross, Commissioner, State Library ‘04
Mike Wright, University of Iowa Library, Iowa City ‘05

MEMBERSHIP
Claudia Frazer, Drake University Library ‘03; Chair ‘03
Rachel Crowley, Morningside College Library, Sioux City ‘05
Stephanie Fruhling, Public Library of Des Moines ‘05
Kathy Lincoln, Drake University Library ‘05
Mary McInroy, University of Iowa Library, Iowa City ‘03
Vicki Myron, Spencer Public Library ‘03
Kathy Parsons, Iowa State University Library, Ames ‘04
LaWanda Roudebush, Ft. Dodge Public Library ‘05
Kent Snowden, University of Northern Iowa Library, Cedar Falls ‘04

NOMINATING
Robin Martin, Central College Library, Pella ‘05; Chair ‘03
Susan Knippel, Iowa State University Library ‘04
Jill Pannkuk, Harlan Community Library ‘05
Kay Runge, Public Library of Des Moines ‘05

PUBLIC RELATIONS
Susan Henricks, Carnegie-Stout Public Library, Dubuque ’03;

Co-Chair ‘03
Anne Skaden, Kalona Public Library ‘04; Co-Chair ‘03
Richard Bangma, Pella Public Library ‘03
Dee Crowner, North Liberty Community Library ‘03
Shelley Hart, Ames Public Library ‘04
Karen Lehmann, Wartburg College Library, Waverly ‘05
Sue Lerdal, Drake University Law Library, Des Moines ‘05
Ricardo Sauro, Tipton Public Library ‘03
Annette Wetteland, State Library (advisor)
Laurie Hews, ILA Office

STRATEGIC PLANNING
Cynthia Dyer, Simpson College Library ‘03; Chair ‘03
Jean Donham, Cornell College Library, Mt. Vernon ‘03
Carolynne Lathrop, University of Dubuque Library, Dubuque ‘04
Gina Millsap, Ames Public Library ‘03
Bill Shrum, Ames Public Library ‘03
Betsy Thompson, Sioux City Public Library ‘05
C.J. Thompson, Kling Memorial Library, Grundy Center ‘04
Laurie Hews, ILA Office

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE
Gina Millsap, Ames Public Library ‘03
Betty Rogers, Coe College Library, Cedar Rapids ‘03
Kay Weiss, Burlington Public Library ‘03

2003 ILA COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS
The dates following the names indicate the final year of appointment.
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Iowa Library Association Foundation Representatives
Executive Board:
Jane Campagna, Scott Community College Library, Bettendorf ‘05
Nancy Kraft, University of Iowa Library, Iowa City ‘04
C. J. Thompson, Kling Memorial Library, Grundy Center ‘03
Membership:
Maeve Clark, Iowa City Public Library ‘05
William Sayre, University of Iowa Library ‘04
Vicki Hibbert, Clive Public Library ‘03
Trustees:
Tracy Anderson, Kalona Public Library ‘04
Kay Elliott, Clive Public Library ‘05
Ronnie Begleiter, Clive Public Library ‘03

FEDERAL RELATIONS COORDINATOR
Gina Millsap, Ames Public Library ‘03

LEADERSHIP TASK FORCE (ad hoc)
Nancy Baker, University of Iowa Library, Iowa City
Tim Bryant, University of Northern Iowa Library, Cedar Falls
Karen Burns, Southwest IA Library Service Area, Council Bluffs
Sandy Dixon, State Library, Des Moines
Carrie Falk, Shenandoah Public Library
John Lerdal, Pleasant Hill Public Library
Robin Martin, Central College Library, Pella
Gina Millsap, Ames Public Library
Mary Wegner, State Library, Des Moines
Kay Weiss, Burlington Public Library
Corey Williams Green, Cornell College Library, Mt. Vernon
Betty Rogers, Coe College Library, Cedar Rapids, ex-officio
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The ILA Executive Board met on January 17, 2003 at
10:00a.m. at Coe College in Cedar Rapids.  Members
present were: President Betty Rogers; Administrative
Coordinator Laurie Hews; Directors Jean Donham, Dee
Crowner, Jerri Heid, Kathy Parsons, and John Pollitz;
Past-President Gina Millsap; and Secretary Marilyn
Murphy. Also present was Robin Martin. Absent were
Nancy Medema and Susan Craig.
AGENDA
Rogers asked that the agenda be amended to include
votes on speaker contracts and on the refund policy
under Conference Planning in the President’s Report.
Rogers also asked that the agenda be amended to in-
clude 8.e. Joint Conference with Nebraska. Hews asked
that a vote be added under the Financial Report.
Crowner moved that the agenda be approved, as
amended. Motion carried.
BOARD ORIENTATION
Martin and Millsap led an orientation session.  Topics
included the importance of ILA, the mission, goals, and
strategic/operational plan, the organization of ILA, ILA’s
relationship to other organizations, the responsibilities
of Board members, the activities of the Board, resources
available to the organization, responsibilities of Board
members to one another, and the issues facing the or-
ganization.
MINUTES OF DECEMBER 6, 2002 BOARD MEETING
Crowner moved that the minutes be approved as dis-
tributed. Motion carried.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR /TREASURER’S REPORT
FINANCIAL REPORT - The Balance sheet for Dec. 31,
2002, Budget vs. Actual sheet for Jan. – Dec. 2002, the
Profit & Loss sheet for Dec. 2002, the Subdivision Fund
Account sheet for Dec. 30, 2002 and the Poster Ac-
count sheet for Oct. – Dec. 2002 were distributed.
Millsap moved that all 2002 conference expenses be
paid from the 2002 conference budget line, even if those
expenses exceed the budget.  Motion carried.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT
CORRESPONDENCE – Rogers reported that she was
contacted about the Campaign for America’s Libraries
training. Pollitz will attend the training at Mid-Winter.
CONFERENCE PLANNING COMMITTEE – Rogers re-
ported that the committee met on January 10, 2003.
The focus of the conference will be on leadership and
the theme will be Planting the Seeds:Growing Leaders
for Tomorrow. Rogers reported that Jennifer Davis has
resigned from the committee and that Mary Cameron
and Allison Ames Galstad have joined the committee.
The committee has worked through the requests for
sessions from the subdivisions.  They hope to name
one committee member to oversee finances.  Rogers
reported that the committee would like to see changes
made in the refund policy and the speaker contract.
Millsap moved that the conference refund policy state
that no refunds will be issued for refund requests re-
ceived after Monday, October 6, 2003. Motion carried.

This policy will be printed in the Catalyst. Pollitz moved
that the speaker contract for speakers traveling from
outside Iowa be amended to include the following: “ILA
does not pay for alcoholic beverages or meals outside of
conference venue.” Motion carried.  Millsap recom-
mended that a cover letter be included with the speaker
contract to cover the topics of meals and AV equipment.
LEADERSHIP TASK FORCE – Rogers reported that the
task force has met a couple of times and that they hope
to have Maureen Sullivan act as a facilitator. They have
discussed who the initiative will be serving and what
participants will be giving and getting.  Rogers distrib-
uted a draft description of the initiative. Millsap will
assume the responsibility of chairing the task force.
PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE – Rogers reported
that they have been discussing poster ideas with IEMA
and setting their agenda. They asked Rogers to write
an op-ed piece for distribution to Iowa newspapers.
OP-ED ESSAY — Rogers distributed a copy of the es-
say.  Crowner moved that the op-ed piece be approved
for distribution. Motion carried.  The Board discussed
targeting the largest newspapers in the state and rec-
ommending that libraries use ALA PR materials.
Crowner moved that the agenda be amended to include
8.f. Committee Assignments. Motion carried.
COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS – Parsons moved approval
of the following committee appointments: Mary Cameron
and Allison Ames Galstad to the Conference Planning
Committee and Kathy Lincoln to the Membership Com-
mittee. Motion carried.
VICE-PRESIDENT’S REPORT
IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION FOUNDATION - Rogers
reported that a joint meeting between the ILA and ILAF
Boards was discussed.
PAST PRESIDENT’S REPORT
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE – Millsap re-
ported that postcards telling the stories of libraries of
different types will be delivered weekly to legislators and
posted on the ILA website.  The ILA Legislative Agenda
will be distributed to legislators in the form of a writing
pad.  March 12 is Legislative Day. GAC information will
be posted to three e-mail distribution lists.
AWARDS COMMITTEE – Millsap asked everyone to pro-
mote the idea of nominating librarians for awards.
SITE SELECTION COMMITTEE – Hews reported that
the committee has met and that the Finance Commit-
tee will be looking at costs. She also reported that the
Nebraska Library Association is discussing having a
joint conference with ILA in 2006. The Board discussed
this idea.  Potential benefits of a joint conference in-
cluded: networking, sharing ideas, increased atten-
dance, better room rates, better speakers, an abundance
of space in Council Bluffs, shared duties (but more co-
ordination), and more/different vendors and sponsors.
Potential liabilities included: the dissipation of the sense
of community, problems with coordination and prepa-

EXECUTIVE BOARD MINUTES
Reported by Marilyn Murphy  • January 17, 2003

Continued on next page
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ration, the unknown status of IEMA, and the possibil-
ity of decreased profits.  Information to be obtained from
the Nebraska Library Association included: the length
of their conference, their usual attendance and num-
ber of members, their fees, information about pre-con-
ferences, and ideas about dividing coordination respon-
sibilities and profits.  Hews will ask the Nebraska Li-
brary Association for this information.
ALA COUNCILOR’S REPORT
SPECIAL LIBRARIES ROUNDTABLE – They have become
an official chapter of the Special Libraries Association.
EXECUTIVE BOARD REPORTS
HEALTH SCIENCES SUBDIVISION – Crowner reported
that their spring meeting would be held on April 11 in
Iowa City.
PUBLIC LIBRARY FORUM – Rogers will make a formal
request to the Bylaws Committee to find out what the
Board can do to help this forum.
IOWA SMALL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION – Crowner re-
ported that their spring meeting will be held in Dyersville
in May.  They need to meet with ILA about transitioning
to a subdivision. They have sessions planned for the
conference.
STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE – Copies of the
Strategic Plan and the 2003 Action Plan were distrib-
uted. Donham stated that the committee hopes to make
them a prominent part of the annual planning meeting.
NOMINATING COMMITTEE – Donham reported that
there is a call for nominations in the Catalyst.
GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS ROUNDTABLE - Parsons
reported that they are updating their e-mail list and
have produced an issue of their newsletter.
ILA/ACRL – Pollitz reported that their spring meeting
would be held on May 2 in Dubuque.  The theme is
Intellectual Freedom.
LAMA – Pollitz reported that he will be attending ALA
Council for LAMA at Mid-Winter.
INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM COMMITTEE - Heid re-
ported that they would be sending the revisions for the
Intellectual Freedom Kit to the Editorial Committee.
They are revising their recommended confidentiality
procedures and hope to create a website focusing on
intellectual freedom issues.
CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S FORUM - Heid re-
ported that they will be meeting to revamp their awards
and that they have produced an issue of their newsletter.
NEW BUSINESS
ALA CONGRESS ON PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
– Nancy Medema will attend.
STATE FAIR – Rogers reported that she had spoken to
John Lerdal about this idea.
INTEGRATION OF NEW SUBDIVISIONS – Millsap and
Crowner will work on developing a detailed process to
integrate new subdivisions into the association. ISLA
has asked Millsap to help them with the process.  Heid
will work with the Friends Subdivision.
SPECIAL ELECTION BALLOTS – Heid, Rogers, and Hews
will count the ballots on January 31, 2003. Rogers will
call the two nominees and will post the election results
on the e-mail distribution lists and on the website.

STRATEGIC PLANNING DOCUMENTS – The Strategic
Plan and the 2003 Action Plan were distributed. Donham
reported that the Action Plan represents the work of
the annual planning day, which was then folded into
the strategic plan. The Board recommended amending
the 2003 Action Plan by striking the phrase “[2001 con-
ference theme]” on page one and by adding the phrase
“proposed conference session” to appropriate sessions
on page two.  Donham moved that the Board accept the
2003 Action Plan, as amended. Motion carried. The
Board agreed that the implementation of the Action Plan
should be evaluated at the December meeting. The
Board also decided that Donham should ask the Stra-
tegic Planning Committee to convene to discuss the
process of revising the Strategic Plan.
ADJOURNMENT - The meeting adjourned at 2:45.  The
next Board meeting will be held on Feb. 28, 2003.
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This report is a summary of the
issues and action items occurring at
Membership and Council meetings
at the recent ALA Mid-Winter Con-
ference that I judge to be of most
interest to Iowa librarians.  When
complete minutes have been posted
on the ALA website, they will be
available at www.ala.org/alaorg/
council.  It was an interesting expe-
rience.  I felt the officers and staff of
ALA did an excellent job running
meetings and providing informa-
tion—even for “first-timers” like me.
I was impressed by the overall spirit
and obvious hard work of the group.
At times the experience was a little
overwhelming—some of those folks
have been on Council for decades—
but by the end I felt like next time
I’ll know a little bit more and func-
tion better.

ALA Council I, Monday
This first meeting dealt with a lot

of procedural stuff – approving min-
utes, reviewing executive board ac-
tions, accepting nominations to the
executive board, and receiving other
various reports.  There was also a
resolution passed in support of the
School of Information Resource and
Library Services at the University of
Arizona.

The Freedom to Read Foundation
reported on the CIPA lawsuit and
amicus briefs that have been filed in
a variety of lawsuits.  In Missouri a
law forbidding sale or rental of vio-
lent video games to minors is being
challenged, a suit Yahoo! has
brought about a French court’s or-
der imposing fines on Yahoo! for
hosting pages advertising Nazi and
racist memorabilia and a lawsuit
seeking to overturn the Children’s
Online Protection Act which restricts
online materials deemed “harmful to
minors”.  They are also working on
a variety of state level issues, most
related to restrictions on materials
“harmful to minors.”

One item that was debated was
the change in policy related to ALA
Endowment Funds.  I actually felt
as if I understood the issues here
because my library foundation has

ALA COUNCIL REPORT, MID-WINTER 2003
Iowa Chapter Councilor, Susan Craig

recently faced similar issues (with a
lot less money, mind you!).  Invest-
ment funds will now be divided so
those that are strictly identified as
endowment will be so identified and
if income from particular funds is
pledged for particular purposes only
that income can be used.  This may
mean certain efforts will need to seek
further funding or cut their budgets.
This resolution passed.

ALA-APA Council I
This meeting was of the ALA Al-

lied Professional Association, which
is an entity that has been in the
throes of birth for several years.  The
governing body of the ALA-APA is the
ALA Council.  The new group also
has its own Board of Directors.  The
ALA-APA transition team made sev-
eral recommendations.  The most
significant was the successful adop-
tion of bylaws for the new associa-
tion.  The Council also approved the
business plan and heard budget
concerns.  Although funded initially
by a loan from ALA, the ALA-APA
business plan predicts income
streams from consulting, electronic
journals, accreditation fees, and do-
nations.  Budget expenses include
2 FTEs of staff, overhead costs to
ALA, purchase of data/research, and
expenses related to publication,
marketing and promotion and certi-
fication processing.

The ALA-APA is a 501(c) 6 and
contributions are not tax deductible.
Its primary focus will be on library
salary and equity issues and certifi-
cation services.  A resolution on Fair
Pay for Library Workers was
adopted.  The approved bylaws and
more information on the ALA-APA
can be found at www.ala-apa.org.

ALA Council II, Tuesday
Major issues at this meeting were

health insurance, finances, and
resolutions in support of the State
Library of Florida and against a war
in Iraq.  I thought Iowa library folks
would be interested in the health
coverage issue because our own As-
sociation has recently spent time
studying the same issue.  Their con-

clusions were similar.  They could
not identify an insurer that would
provide health coverage to ALA mem-
bers.  Since ALA members are not
ALA employees a sufficient number
must participate in a program for a
sufficient time to determine group
history so rates can be established.
Also, health insurance regulations
are state-based so a national pro-
gram is probably not an option.  If
members know of specific associa-
tions or insurance providers that
offer basic health coverage programs
to association members please let
Julie Greenfield, ALA Membership
Marketing Manager know
(jgreenfield@ala.org).

One job I could never do is that
of ALA Treasurer! Liz Bishoff gave
the report and will be stepping down
as treasurer due to the time com-
mitment.  She reported that net as-
sets were down 11.1%, a decline I
thought was pretty reasonable.  They
cut costs to contain expenses and
general fund net revenue was only
$330,000 less than expenses (in
2002 that number had been
$752,000).  Lower revenue trends
are expected to continue reflecting
the poor economy. We will have less
interest income, less income from
advertising and investment loses.
With library budgets hurting ALA
could also experience declining rev-
enues from dues and conferences.
They are cutting all budgets by 5%
for FY04.

A resolution was passed in sup-
port of the Florida State Library that
the governor has proposed eliminat-
ing.  I thought it was interesting that
the people who drafted the resolu-
tion worked carefully with librarians
from the state of Florida trying to
craft something that might actually
have an impact on the decision
rather than just adopt a strongly
worded piece of rhetoric that had
some emotional value, but would not
accomplish much in the way of
working toward a change.  This type
of balancing was done over and over
during Council debates—making
decisions about whether or not to

continued on next page
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write something based on principles and work for emo-
tional impact, or being more conservative in language
in order to (hopefully) successfully support a change.

Following along that theme a resolution against the
anticipated war in Iraq was defeated.  I felt both sides
were very articulate, but the prevailing feeling was that
the resolution did not closely enough tie the issue to
libraries.  There seemed to be some “institutional
memory” about very long debates on issues of interest
to librarians, but not necessarily central to our busi-
ness that worked to the detriment of this resolution.

ALA Council III, Wednesday
Newly elected members to the Executive Board an-

nounced at this meeting are James R. Rettig, Michael
A. Golrick and Michael Gorman.  The Committee on
Legislation reported on federal budget deliberations,
works of the Washington Office, and UCITA.  They have
established a new subcommittee on Intellectual Prop-
erty and Technology and are urging all ALA members
to seek cosponsors in the House of Representatives for
H.R. 107, the Digital Media Consumers’ Rights Act.
National Library Legislative Day events for 2003 will be
held May 11, 12, and 13.

Two Resolutions were introduced—one on the USA
Patriot Act and Related Measures and one on Withdrawn
Electronic Government Information.  Both passed by wide
measures.  Full text of the resolution on the Patriot Act
is available at www.ala.org/alaorg/oif/usapatriot
resolution.html.

Two items caught my attention in the report of the
Intellectual Freedom Committee.  The committee has
developed a tool for libraries to use with their commu-
nities to help address many specific questions related
to local procedures and implementation—Questions and
Answers on Privacy and Confidentiality that can be found
at www.ala.org/alaorg/oif/privacyquanda.html.  Law-
yers for Libraries is an ongoing project of OIF to create
a network of attorneys involved in, or concerned with,
the defense of freedom to read and the application of
constitutional law to libraries. They are holding two
institutes in the next few months in Washington, D.C.
Members are urged to promote this to lawyers.  For
more information call 1-800-545-2433, ext. 4226.

The Constitution and Bylaws Committee is strug-
gling with issues of electronic balloting and electronic
meetings as is the Committee on Organization.  Watch
for continued debate and changes related to these is-
sues.  The Awards Committee announced two new rec-
ognition awards: the Sullivan Award for Public Library
Administrators Supporting Services to Children and the
Schneider Family Book Awards for a book that encour-
ages artistic expression of the disability experience for
child and adolescent audiences.

An attempt to rescind a resolution adopted at the
2002 Annual Conference decrying the destruction of
Palestinian Libraries was soundly defeated.  There was
much discussion at the conference about this action
taken last summer.  Some interpreted it as anti-Semitic
and/or anti-Israel, but the majority felt it was consis-

tent with ALA stances against destruction of librar-
ies throughout the world.

Conclusion
I agreed to stand for election as the Iowa Library

Association’s chapter councilor to ALA because I
thought it was something that I would enjoy and
that I would be able to represent the Iowa library
community to ALA.  Having been to one set of meet-
ings I can say it is more work than I thought, but it
is very interesting and very educational.  I appreci-
ate the opportunity.

Note: ILA office will be closed
March 12 - March 25
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Robin Martin, Central College, Pella and Dale H. Ross,
Chair, Iowa Commission of Libraries, Ames,
participated in the Rally to Save America’s Libraries
at ALA Midwinter in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

SAVE AMERICA’S LIBRARIES

Dale H. Ross, Chair, Iowa Commission of Libraries, represented Iowa with the following text at the Rally to
Save America’s Libraries.

The State Library of Iowa saw its budget reduced by roughly 28% last year alone.  Such a loss required
the State Library to end its subsidy of Electric Library, thus eliminating the program for most Iowa public
libraries and their patrons. Further, these budget cuts led to reductions in reimbursements to libraries partici-
pating in Open Access and Access Plus programs throughout the state.  Local libraries also had to do significant
belt-tightening in light of the cuts in State Library funding. Among the casualties were travel funds for trustees
who wished to attend regional and/or state conferences.

In sum, the very large budget reductions being experienced by the State Library of Iowa send ever-widening
ripples that impact the state’s 543 public libraries and their patrons.  Iowans and Americans from every other
state should emulate Howard Beale in Paddy Chayefsky’s Academy Award-winning screenplay for Network:
“We’re mad as hell and we’re not going to take it anymore.”  Save America’s libraries!

Kay Weiss, Burlington Public Library, has been
elected vice president/president-elect of the
Iowa Library Association.


