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We are well on our way to achieving the goals we set forth at our 
annual business meeting last October in Coralville. Our goals are: 

1. Propose a storytelling pre-conference and concurrent sessions 
for ILA 2011. 

Storyteller Pippa White has been scheduled to speak at the 
Thursday night banquet at ILA 2011.  She will also be presenting a 
concurrent session earlier that day. There may be additional sessions, 
storytellers, or workshops but we won’t know until planning gets a 
little further along 

2. Make available CE credits for librarians attending storytelling 
workshops around Iowa. 

3. Sponsor a workshop at the Iowa Storytelling Festival in Clear 
Lake, Iowa 

At the annual Iowa Storytelling Festival on July 22 come to the 
Clear Lake Public Library for two opportunities to earn CE credits by 
attending storytelling workshops.  At 1:00 Pat Coffie will present, 
“Personal Stories, Finding Your Own and Telling Them.”  At 3:00 
Cathy Van Brocklin will present “Storytelling for Toddlers and 
Preschoolers: Promoting Early Literacy Skills.”  These workshops 
will be free for Storytellers' Roundtable members and only $5 for 
others. 

Set aside September 15-18 to attend STORY! Festival, in Story 
City, Iowa.  The professional storytellers featured at the festival will 
offer two workshops with CE credits.  Donald Davis will be sharing 
his “Life Story Workshop” and Anne Shimojima will facilitate 
“Storytelling Goes to School.” 

 
(Continued on page 3) 

What’s happening at your 
library? 

Share your ideas, news, and 
pictures for our next issue. 

 
cvanbrocklin@amespubliclibrary.org 

 
My Story is Better When Your 

http://www.story
festival.net/ 



 

 
2 

MAY 2011    ISSUE 2 STORYTELLER’S ROUNDTABLE 

S E C O N D  Q U A R T E R  2 0 1 1    

Your Executive Committee 

Kolleen Taylor-Berven 
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Director, Bartlett Public Library 
Story City, IA  50248 
Phone: 515-835-0069 
scbbpl@iowatelecom.net 
 
Duffy De France 
Co-Chair 
duffyde@avalon.net  
 
Cathy VanBrocklin 
Vice-Chair 
cvanbrocklin@amespubliclibrary.org 
 
Erin Sehorn 
Secretary  
esehorn@gmail.com 
 
 
Website: 
www.iowalibraryassociation.org 
 
Facebook: 
Storytellers Roundtable ILA 

A Letter from the Chair 
As I write this, we have lots of great news about storytelling at the 
2011 Annual Conference.  But I also need to share part of my story 
so I will let you read about the conference in another part of this 
newsletter. 
 We all have stories to share; it’s what the Storytellers’ 
Roundtable is all about.  We often learn a little about ourselves, 
about our friends, our lives, and reflect on our shared experiences.   
Some of us are able to tell about those experiences with great 
finesse; those are the storytellers we admire and aspire to be. 
 So I need to share a bit of my story with my fellow storytellers 
and story listeners.  Those who have heard me tell a few of my 
stories know that I love to share family stories.  I have a sad family 
story in process right now, as my father was diagnosed with Cancer 
of the Pancreas this past winter.  He is slowly slipping away from us 
as I write.  I moved back to Iowa 17 years ago to be closer to my 
parents, to assist with their health issues. I’ve been fortunate; they 
have been in relatively good health most of these years.  It is now 
time for me to step up and be there to help when my parents need 
me most. 
 I took on the commitment of Chair before I was aware of the 
serious nature of my dad’s illness.  Duffy DeFrance, our immediate 
past Chair, has agreed to serve as co-chair of this subdivision while I 
struggle through this part of my life story.   I am grateful for this 
help, as we have a lot going on in our subdivision, and I don’t know 
when my situation will change dramatically. 
 I know that many of you have gone through these types of 
events in your lives; it’s part of your story.  As much as I wish this 
wasn’t happening to my dad, to my mom and the rest of my family, 
I know it is something we all face at some time.   My stories about 
family will probably be silenced for a while, but I know that when I 
am ready again, the stories I share about my family, about my dad, 
will take on a special life.  My memories of a very gentle, kind man 
will allow me to honor him and remember him as storytellers have 
done since the beginning of time. 
 
Kolleen Taylor-Berven 
Co-Chair of Storytellers’ Roundtable 

Financial report 
Docs on ILA website 
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Public Policy and Advocacy Work 

Storytelling and the Difficult Story 
 
"I've been to Belfast, Northern Ireland twice," says Loren Niemi, a 
Minneapolis based storyteller who often uses story in public policy and 
advocacy work. "The first time was for a week in 2005 when I was asked to 
participate in "The Singing Nest of Birds" a literary conference focused on 

bringing the post-Troubles writing community of Protestants and Catholics 
together. Part of my participation was to review the principles of finding, crafting and 
telling difficult stories that I has written about in "Inviting the Wolf In: Thinking 
about Difficult Stories " (August House - 2001) in a panel on "the risks of telling the 
truth" in a room in which one in four members of the sixty plus audience had been 
incarcerated for what they had written or done during the 37 years of armed conflict. 
The prevailing sentiment was prison had improved their writing."  
 
"At one point I was asked to meet with a group of artists and social workers to outline 
some ways in which stories might be collected as part of a "truth and reconciliation" 
process. I suggested a number of techniques that I had used successfully in my 
community organizing work with low-wealth and immigrant communities. 
Subsequently the group used them as a framework for a two year dialogue process 
that brought Protestants and Catholics together to share their personal stories of the 
Troubles. And in 2008, the Creative Writers Network brought me back for another 
week to provide an intensive two day "difficult story" training for writers and social 
workers who had been participating in dialogue process to assess what had happened 
and what might follow. During that same period I also told stories in various 
community venues and provided a workshop at the Belfast Central Library on 
structuring “narrative plot forms" 
 
Contributed by Pat Coffie 
 
Please send YOUR contributions for the newsletter to: 

cvanbrocklin@amespubliclibrary.org 

(Continued from page 1) 
4. Organize a midyear meeting of Storytellers' Roundtable. 

Plan to attend a meeting for any Storytellers' Roundtable members present that day to collaborate and discuss 
roles we play in our library communities and share tools to enhance professionalism.  
 

In other news we are pleased to announce that the Annual business meeting of the Storytellers' 
Roundtable at ILA this October has been moved to Thursday to help attendance by members who only come for 
one day of the annual conference.   

Bedtime Stories will be back again this year at ILA conference, but the name has changed.  Look for 
Storytelling After Hours in your conference program.  The theme will be “Local Stories.” Come to listen or to 
share a story about your library or hometown. 
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Adapting a Book for Storytelling 

I often find great stories in formats that just aren’t suitable 
for group storytime: small or uninteresting pictures, small 
book, or too much text. Instead of being frustrated I look 
for a way to adapt the story, to make the story more 
accessible to my audience.   

This easy-to-read book by David McPhail was a perfect 
candidate.  The six animal characters in the book became 
puppets for a reader’s theater version of the story.  With 
toddlers I used flannel board animals and told the story in 
my own words.  The animals came to life when the 
audience joined in with “moo, quack, bow-wow,” and 
“Cock-a-Doodle-Doo!” 
Contributed by Cathy Van Brocklin 
“My story’s better, when your story’s better.” 

Please send in your ideas for storytelling so we can 
include them in our next newsletter.  

Storytelling and Personal Narrative 
  

Jim May's workshop Personal Narrative on May 20-22 in 
a Retreat House near Maxwell, Iowa was attended by Patricia 
Coffie and six other Iowa storytellers. 

May led each of the storytellers in progress with the 
story each storyteller was developing.  Stories ranged from the 
history of the world to the faith of family.  No two were at all 
alike except that each had personal meaning for the storyteller 
developing it. 

May shared processes to use in developing personal 
narratives.  

All shared meals, stories, and the camaraderie that 
deepens the experience of any workshop.  All speculated about 
that root cellar in the farmhouse's back yard.  Was it just a 
cement root cellar or was it an entryway to the underworld? 
  
The workshop was made possible by:  

Two Rivers Story Spinners of Des Moines. 

In the ages old tradition, storytellers 
gather to learn from a master storyteller 
and from one another.  They share not 
only stories but also camaraderie and 
experience. 
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Many “ooh la la’s” and other fabulous expressions rang out 
through the Kalona Public Library on April 9th.  Pourquoi (which is 
French for “why”), you might ask?  Fancy Nancy, that’s why!  
Children’s Librarian Erin Sehorn decided a Fancy Nancy tea party 
was in order, based on how often the library’s collection of Fancy 
Nancy books circulated.  For those of you not familiar with our 
darling Nancy, she is much like any little girl with a flair for 
accessories and dramatics and a conviction that everything sounds 
better in French.   

 
What a party!  Twenty girls, ages 3 to 8, accompanied by 

mothers, grandmas, and in some cases, their baby siblings, attended 
the event.  Naturally, they dressed as fancy as possible.  Tiaras 
sparkled and tutus twirled as the girls learned some French, listened to 
some Fancy Nancy stories and noshed on some very fancy treats.  
Attendees created Splendid Star Jars as a souvenir of the party.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Menu: Fuchsia Lemonade, cucumber sandwiches, raspberry jelly rolls, an 
apple tray, and Golden Vanilla cupcakes sprinkled with colored sugar crystals. 
 
Participants agreed the party was “très bien” (which is French for “very good”)! 

A Fancy Nancy Kind of Day 

Erin Sehorn and friends show off their 
fanciest finery and treats.  Fancy Nancy 
would approve! 

Calling all knights, princes, princesses, dragons 
and fairy tale fans! Come to Ushers Ferry for 
the annual Fairy Tale Festival. Storytellers from 
around the area will fill the Village with classic 
tales of far-off kingdoms, handsome princes and 
damsels in distress. There will be fairy tale 
games and crafts. Wear a fairy tale costume for 
the Fairy Tale Parade and Costume Contest. 
Receive $1 off admission if you wear a costume 

Phone: 319-286-5763 
Cost: $8 Adult / $4 Child (3-14 yrs.) 

07/16/2011, 3:00pm - 7:30pm 
Ushers Ferry Historic Village 
5925 Seminole Valley Tr. NE 

Cedar Rapids, IA 52411 

Ushers Ferry Historic Village 
Fairytale Festival 


