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2010 -Busy Year for 
Storytellers’ Roundtable 

 Chair Duffy De France outlined the many accomplishments of the 
Storytellers' Roundtable in 2010 in her report to the ILA Executive 
Committee. 
 

• The Awards Committee and Storytellers' Roundtable membership approved the Power of 
Story Award.  The first award was presented posthumously to David Ashcraft, an Iowa 
Storyteller and long time advocate of storytelling in libraries. (page 2) 
 

• Revisions were made to the By-laws by Executive Board, approved and edited by By-Laws 
committee and accepted by membership at the ILA Conference 2010. 
 

• The Facebook presence for Storytellers' Roundtable continues to grow.  
 

• Storytellers' Roundtable members, Pat Coffie and Duffy De France, with guest teller, 
Gretchen Little, told stories at the Coralville and Iowa City Libraries as part of the ILA 
Annual Conference.   

 

• Storytellers' Roundtable and YSS sponsored two concurrent sessions by the WonderWeavers 
at the fall conference. (page 2) 

 

• New officers were selected at ILA in October (page 3)  
 

• Kolleen and Duffy attended the Conference Planning Meeting in November, and submitted 
ideas for 2011 (page 2)  
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WonderWeavers WOW at ILA 2010 

Both sessions presented by the WonderWeavers 
were well attended, with 42 for the first session 
and 22 for the second.  Several ideas for 
developing storytelling skills and using stories 
with both adults and children at the library were 
taught.  It was noted these concurrent sessions at 
the same time as YSS sessions affect attendance 
negatively.  It was also noted we need to promote 
our sessions, not just for Youth Services 
librarians, but for all members of ILA.   

First Power of Story Award 
Presented at 2010 ILA Conference 

Dave Ashcraft was the first recipient (posthumously) of 
the Power of Story Award.  This new bi-annual award 
was presented by Duffy De France, chair of the 
Storytellers’ Roundtable, at the ILA conference in 
Coralville.  The award was presented to his wife Sally 
Nadolsky at Saturday’s luncheon.  For those of us who 
knew Dave and enjoyed his storytelling this was a 
fitting tribute to his contribution to storytelling in Iowa.  
Thanks go to Pat Coffie for starting the process of 
creating this award.  The next award will be presented 
in 2012.  Start thinking of whom you might nominate 
for this honor.  

Conference Planning for ILA in 2011  

At the November conference planning meeting 
Storytellers' Roundtable submitted several proposals 
including inviting storyteller, Pippa White to be a banquet 
speaker, and a repeat of the popular “Bedtime Stories” 
evening event.  We asked to have our business meeting on 
the same day as any sponsored concurrent sessions and 
speakers.   



  

  Two Rivers Story Spinners and The Story 
City STORY! Board were excited to present 
several events in February featuring the talents of 
professional storyteller Charlotte Blake Alston. The 
STORY! Board sponsored a dinner and storytelling 
event on February 19th at the Prairie Moon Winery 
in Ames, Iowa.  

The combination of dinner and 
storytelling was a delightful way to spend a 
Friday evening.  Charlotte shared African 
folktales, an American legend and a story from 
her own childhood.  This was one of several events 
featuring Charlotte in mid-Iowa.  She also did a 
telling at the State Historical Building and a 
workshop for Two Rivers Storytellers. 

Central Iowa Storytellers Welcome Charlotte Blake Alston 

Learn more about Charlotte at 
http://www.charlotteblakealston.com 

Serendipity Writer’s Group originated with Phil Juhl more than 8 years ago.   Its purpose is to 
bring together amateur writers to create and share original written works.  This group doesn’t 
do hardcore editing but offers the views of others and the encouragement to improve. 
Members are encouraged to write for the joy of it, consider publication; but many other 
rewards come out of the work. 
 
People come to share writings: 

• for suggestions in style, focus, content 
• for encouragement to improve writing skills 
• to celebrate family and personal history connections and legacies 

People also come to enjoy benefits beyond writing improvement.  They come for: 
• sharing joy in this small group  
• building friendships 
• having fun 
• meeting interesting people 
• improving health through socialization 
• improving memory by writing  
• expanding interests by hearing ideas from others 

 
Serendipity is an independent group. Their meetings are on the third Tuesday of each month at 
the Waverly Public Library.  
Please send us an article about how your library encourages sharing stories to improve the 
lives of Iowans of any age. 

Storytelling in Iowa 
Creating Original Stories submitted by Pat Coffie 



  

  

Kolleen Taylor-Berven, Chair- Storytellers' Roundtable  
Director, Bertha Bartlett Public Library 
Story City, IA  50248 
Phone: 515-835-0069 
Email: scbbpl@iowatelecom.net 
Website:  www.iowalibraryassociation.org 
Facebook:  Storytellers Roundtable ILA 

Save the Date! 

Iowa Storytelling 
Festival 

Clear Lake, Iowa 

July 22-23, 2011 

STORY! Festival 
Story City, Iowa 

September 15-18,2011 

Clear Lake Public Library 
641-357-6133 

Northlands 
Storytelling 
Conference 

ILA Annual 
Conference 

April 28-May 1, 2011 October 12-14, 2011 

http://www.story
festival.net/ 

http://www.north
lands.net/ 

http://www.iowalib
raryassociation.org 

Kolleen Taylor-Berven director of the Bertha Bartlett Public Library in Story City is the 
newly elected chair of Storytellers' Roundtable. Cathy VanBrocklin, the new vice-chair 
and newsletter editor, works in Outreach at the Ames Public Library. We also welcome 
Erin Sehorn, children’s librarian at the Kalona Library, as our new secretary.  Duffy and 
Pat have promised to continue to be available with their vast experience to help out. 

New Officers for Storytellers' Roundtable  

During the coming months, 
Storytellers' Roundtable hopes to sponsor 
workshops and/or membership meetings 
during the Iowa Storytelling Festival in July 
at Clear Lake and at STORY! Festival in 
Story City in September. The workshops 
could have the double bonus of learning new 
storytelling skills and earning continuing 
education credits.  Watch for more 
information about this opportunity in the 
next Storytellers' Roundtable newsletter. 

Looking for an 
opportunity to earn 
continuing education 
credits? 

Presenters from around the country 
and Canada will be in Lake Geneva, 
Wisconsin April 28-May 1 presenting 
workshops and intensives that promise to 
enrich your storytelling.  

Storytelling concerts will be presented 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday nights 
and Sunday morning. 

The opportunities for fun and 
networking are almost unlimited.   

Learn more and register at  
http://www.northlands.net/ 

Don't miss the 2011 
Northlands Storytelling 

Conference! 


