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Hello Storytellers!   

Four Storytellers’ Roundtable ILA 2009 Conference Events 
Plus Guerilla Gorilla Storytelling Spots and  

Storyteller Janice Harrington as Banquet Speaker 
Polk County Convention Complex.  Des Moines, IA October 21 to 23, 2009 

 
Do Tell That Story Any Way It Works!   Wednesday pre-conference.  Maureen Korte 

Morning session:  Three adaptations of the same story; early childhood, elementary 
school, and adults.    
Afternoon session:  Tried and True Techniques for Story Finding and Shaping.  

Storytelling at the Book Fair.  Wednesday 6 to 8 p.m.  Des Moines Public Library  
Gathering the Local Stories.  Terry Swails and Carolyn Wettstone Thurs. 11:05 to 11:55 a.m. 
Guerilla Storytelling in the Exhibit Hall.  Wednesday 3-6 p.m. and Thursday 
Business Meeting.  Friday breakfast. 

New site for storytelling.  The Art of Storytelling with Children.  This began when Brother 
Wolf Storytelling sought support for the art form worldwide in 2007.  More than 60 hours of 
interviews and suggestions are available.  Free download at www.storytellingwithchildren.com.  
Listen a bit.  Each interview covers a different aspect of the art of storytelling with children. 

Guerilla Storytelling.   A story would be told to encourage people to stop a bit at an exhibit to 
listen then be available to the exhibitor for sales contacts.  Sort of like a story for the opening act. 
 
Will you be at ILA?  Would you tell a short story in one of the booths during regular exhibit 
hours Wednesday 3 to 6 p.m. or during a break on Thursday?  This will not interfere with your 
scheduled sessions—you’ll be exploring the exhibits anyway.  One minute, five minutes, longer?  
 
You could tell the same story more than once.  Yes, your peers would be the audience rather than 
people from your own library.  Yes, your audience will be adults even for something special you 
normally do for preschoolers.  And, Yes! You and they will be delighted. 
 

 
Storytellers who would tell one story 
(or more) in the Exhibit Hall 
Wednesday between 3 and 6 or 
during the Thursday Exhibit Hall 
hours, need to let Pat Coffie know by 
Sept. 30.  Coffie will be matching 
exhibitors and storytellers.  
 
 The gorilla will let people know 
where the stories will be told next. 

    



Author Patricia Olson has given 
Storytellers’ Roundtable two autographed 
copies of Frumpy, The Pumpkin Who 
Missed Halloween.   

 

These will be prizes given to storytellers 
who participate in Guerilla Storytelling.  
These are just in time for a wonderful 
Halloween celebration in your library.  With 
charming and colorful illustrations, Frumpy, 
The Pumpkin Who Missed Halloween is 
not only an amusing book, it is a lesson in 
determination and good will for the young 
and the young at heart. © Copyright 2008. 
FRUMPY, The Pumpkin Who Missed 
Halloween - Patricia Olson 

If you do not win the drawing (or even if 
you do), you can order online at 
www.Xlibris.com.  ISBN13 (TP) 978-1-
4363-7880-2 or ISBN13 (HB) 978-1-4363-
7881-9. 

Dave Ashcraft Project.  Forever Books for Kids.  From 10 to 6 on June 26, 2009 at the WDM 
Barnes & Noble, storytellers from Dave’s local guild, Two Rivers Story Spinners, told stories in 
the Children’s book section.  Funds raised went to the purchase of books to be given forever to 
kids who visit someone incarcerated in the Polk County Jail. 

B&N contributed a portion of all sales that day and will give a 20% discount and will help with 
selections that are buy 2, get 1 free.   About $180 came from the bookstore.  Many sent checks 
directly to the Two Rivers Story Spinners and those total more than $1000.  At one book per kid, 
it takes 1800 books a year, a sobering thought.  Memorials for Dave Ashcraft have made much 
possible.  Thank you to all who participated. 

Story! Celebrating the Art of Storytelling will be in Story City Sept. 18-20.  Viking Inn is 
Coffie’s favorite place to stay.  La’Ron Williams, Dovie Thomason, Kevin Kling, Dr. Jackie 
Thompson.  Any one alone would be worth a trip.  www.storyfestival.net  You will find stories 
and techniques to use in your own programming. 

Book Fair Storytelling.  Can you help by telling a story at Public Library of Des Moines on 
Wednesday evening, Oct. 21, 2009 between 6 and 8 p.m.?  Book Fair is open to the public and 
storytellers have a special room.  Tell Duffy DeFrance Duffyde@avalon.net  or let Coffie know 
maemaude@webiowaplus.net  and she’ll pass it on. 

What a great ILA Storytellers’ Roundtable year this will be—especially if you volunteer to  
tell too!  Coffie and de France are volunteering at the Pre-Conference and other events. 

Talk Story! Hawaii was one amazing story experience after another.  In this photo, a Thai 
Blessing Ceremony is used to close the conference.  For $1600, Coffie visited Hawaii and heard 
Hawaii.  Her room had one bank of windows (could be opened) on the Pacific Ocean and another 
bank of windows offering Diamond Head.    Scholars of storytelling and newbies too.  Amazing. 



 

Iowa Storytelling Festival.  Saturday, July 
25, Patricia Coffie traveled to Clear Lake for 
the Iowa Storytelling Festival.  Maureen 
Korte, Al Batt, and Linda Gorham 
entertained in the story tent.  You would 
have heard stories to please your heart plus 
examples to encourage your storytelling and 
story suggestions for your place.  This 
Festival is 21 years old now and the tellers 
are funded by various sponsors in Clear 
Lake plus Friends of the Clear Lake Public 
Library. 

 

 

 

Your Library can bring people together for 
story.  You can see that Friends of CLPL 
staffed a table to renew memberships and to 
sell cds and dvds for the tellers.   

Isn’t it a fine group that comes to listen—
and a great Friends’ project? 

Let the stories be told!



 


