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Conference Report 2009: 
Do Tell That Story Any Way It Works!   Wednesday pre-conference.  Maureen Korte 
Morning session:  Three wishes stories were presented by Korte and then new ones were 
invented by participants.    Coffie flavored her guide to finding and telling personal stories with 
gravy stories from her family.  De France showed a wide variety of props and possibilities and 
presented patterns as well.  18 attended and much was shared for use back home. 
 

  
 

Storytelling at the Author Fair.  Wednesday 6 to 7:30 p.m.  Des Moines Public Library.  Duffy 
De France, M. L. Hopson, and Bob Goodin educated and entertained a small group.  Audience 
size may have been limited by evening in cold rain, downtown on a school night but those in 
attendance had a great time. 
 

 
 

Un-Natural Disasters:  Gathering the Local Stories.  Terry Swails and Carolyn Wettstone Swails. 
Thurs. 11:05 to 11:55 a.m.  The weather aspects were covered with the excitement due and the 
personal stories were covered with a bit of sorrow as was their due.  The 68 in the audience 
picked up suggestions for story documentation and collection to use in their own communities. 



 
 

Guerilla Storytelling in the Exhibit Hall.  Wednesday and Thursday.  Five vendors signed up and 
five stories were told.  Thank you to Cathy Van Brocklin, Joyce Amdor, Bob Goodin, and Pat 
Coffie.  Enthusiasm was high and this might be possible again next year.  Each teller received a 
gift for trying this new use of storytelling. 
Janice Harrington at the Banquet.  She began with a story.  At the end of the telling, it seemed 
there could no longer be anyone outside the power of story.  She continued and shared her poetry 
while she taught us gently but firmly that outburst response is not necessary nor is it always 
appropriate.  Serious and beautiful presentations deserve a moment of quiet contemplation and 
appreciation.  Storytellers Roundtable did not bring Janice Harrington but did enjoy her work. 
Business Meeting.  Friday breakfast.  Progress was made on by-laws revisions, logo, letterhead, 
award, Facebook and plans for next year.  Look for a special edition on these topics. 
 
Conference 2010.  Coralville.  October 13-15.  Suggestions for Storytellers’ Roundtable 
presentations?  Theme:  Hard Times, Hard Decisions:  Iowa Libraries in 2010.  Email to 
Duffy De France, duffyde@avalon.net by November 10 so she can take them to the 
Planning Meeting. 
 
Awards and Honors.  Duffy de France’s poem "Dancin' in Darfur" (African girls carrying water 
& firewood to their village, trying to escape the rebels) won first prize in the Iowa Poetry 
Association National/World Events category.  It will be published in Lyrical Iowa poetry book 
this fall and appear on the Iowa poetry assoc. website sometime this year.  Duffy received a 
certificate and $25.  Duffy gave some of the money to a friend, whose apartment had just burned 
down.  Part was used to buy more baby books for a literacy campaign.   
 

This is the Facebook graphic for Storytellers’ Roundtable of Iowa 
Library Association.  You can join now if you have a Facebook page.  Easy to set 
up your own page if you do not have one yet.  The SR FB page will be the place 
for quick blips and discussions between events and newsletters. 

 
 
 



Story! Celebrating the Art of Storytelling 
was in Story City Sept. 18-20, 2009.  
La’Ron Williams, Dovie Thomason, Kevin 
Kling, Dr. Jackie Thompson.  Any one alone 
was worth a trip. 
 
Bertha Bartlett Public Library Library 
remains involved in the creation and success 
of the Story! an annual storytelling festival.  
Three members of Storytellers’ Roundtable 
attended.  Kolleen Taylor-Berven, Duffy De 
France, Patricia Coffie. 
 

  
 
 
The stories were told again and we listened 
anew. 
 
 
“With every child born, a morning star rises 
and sings to the universe, who we are, who 
we are—we are one.”  Dr. Jackie Thompson 
stepped forth tall and willowy and with her 
whole being shared the story of creation and 
brought it forward to include us. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

“Follow the stories for healing.”  Dovie 
Thomason shared her path among the people 
of the First Nations and then gave us a 
possibility of a way we might seek wisdom 
and healing.  
 

 
 
 
 
“There is such beauty in the mundane.”  
Kevin Kling gathered the storylisteners up 
and  transformed the mundane and the 
storylisteners into the strong and beautiful 
filled with adventure, laughter and 
realizations. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“Sacred moments come when we are our 
most humane.” La’Ron Williams spoke of   
those all around in the park and how they 
shared love and welcome with each other. 
“Walk with me, children” he called to all of 
us.  La’Ron and Dr. J enjoy the stories. 
 

 
 
 
“The important stories are the stories of how 
everyday people live their lives.”  In this 
Sunday concert in the park in Story City, 
Iowa, with Michael Cotter sitting nearby, I 
remembered this quiet assurance from 
Cotter long ago.    Cotter, a third generation 
Minnesota farmer, was inducted into the 
Circle of Excellence at the National 
Storytelling Network in October of 2009. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cell phones and car alarms rang out as we 
listened anew to the stories of life told ever 
again.   
 
Did you find yourself touched by story 
wherever you were on that Sunday in 2009?   
 
Are you already planning to be in Story City 
for Story! in 2010? 
 
Here’s a bit from the National Storytelling 
Network to let you know the possible scope of 
storytelling:  NSN is proud to announce our 
newest Brimstone Award recipients!   This year 
due to the excellent quality and diversity of the 
projects (in the fields of environment, business, 
medicine, college service and performing arts)…  
Find more on the National Storytelling Network 
website. 
 
"Those who don't tell stories and don't 
hear stories live only for the moment, and 
that isn't enough." Reb Falik 
 
Let the stories be told. 
 
 
 

  Logo pending approval. 
 
 



 


