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Summary of Committee Activities & New Projects in 2017 
 
Communications made the transition from a PDF version of the Catalyst newsletter to a TinyLetter format. 
Unfortunately, TinyLetter was not the best version of the newsletter. We had certain issues with formatting and 
delivery so we made the switch to MailChimp. This version of the newsletter has been much better and easier 
to design.  
 
Earlier this year, in the late winter and spring, we asked libraries to submit videos to us about what their 
libraries are up to. This project had two goals: show legislators at our Legislative Day event what our libraries 
are doing and also to have a YouTube playlist that other members could view any time that showcased Iowa 
libraries doing great work. The playlist will hopefully be expanded in the near future. 
 
We also designed a Google Form called “What’s Happening in Iowa Libraries?” intended to collect stories from 
around the state to share on social media and in the newsletter. Submissions are coming in but we would like 
to see more libraries sharing their stories more frequently.  
 
We also worked with the candidates for Executive Board to get their videos produced and hosted on our 
YouTube channel.  
 
We continue to maintain our Facebook and Twitter accounts, sharing whenever possible, the good news and 
events from ILA libraries and librarians. Future communications members should try to develop a more 
organized schedule of social media usage so members see more activity from those sites.  
 
Optional: What did your committee do really well this year? What are you most proud of? What was 
your biggest challenge? 
 
Making the transition to MailChimp was a great idea. It’s an excellent product and gives the newsletter a more 
professional feel and look.  
 
The biggest challenges are getting more members and member libraries to share their accomplishments, 
projects, and ideas with the rest of the membership through our social media and newsletter as well as 
developing a more organized schedule of social media sharing and responsibility. Perhaps in the future 
members of the communications committee could share the duties more frequently to get better coverage.  
 
Please include any information you would like to share with ILA 
Please share your stories as much as possible! By sharing your stories we can help enhance collaboration and 
ideation.  
 


