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The ILA Communications Committee has found firmer footing this year 
since its inception in 2015. Originally ILA had two committees, Public 
Relations and Editorial, that did the work of the organization in terms of 
communication and other duties. Now that we are one committee it’s 
much easier to have a more streamlined system of communication. Here 
are some of our accomplishments and activities in 2016.  
 
Communications works more on the day-in and day-out, smaller projects 
of the organization than it does with large, months-long initiatives. With 
that in mind many of the tasks we accomplished this year helped to keep 
communication between the Executive Board and the membership clear 
and frequent. For example, one of our new projects was to help 
communicate via video more often. We were successful in working with 
our slate of officer candidates to create videos of their statements. Instead 
of trying to get all of the candidates to give speeches at the business 
meeting at the fall conference, we wanted them to be accessible for a 
period of time before the conference. The videos are now on YouTube and 
easily viewable. Our plan is to continue to do video projects that revolve 
around issues related to Value of Membership and Lobbying Day.  
 
Another project that we continue to work on is the dissemination of 
information via our social media channels. We try to connect with 
members more often via social media such as Facebook & Twitter so they 
can see what the organization is up to at any given time. We also have 
tried to use these channels to help members see what other members and 
libraries are working on in their respective cities. Part of this initiative 
involves utilizing the #ialibchat hashtag so that Iowa librarians and staff 
members can share their stories via Twitter.   
 
We have also worked to improve the Catalyst and integrate its content into 
our social media posts more often. We want members to know about 
what’s happening in the state and one of the best ways to do that is via 
the Catalyst newsletter. By using Facebook & Twitter we’re able to 
increase coverage of the stories and profiles that appear in the newsletter.  
 
Along those lines we are working on another initiative in the near future 



that will see the development of a shorter newsletter-type publication. This 
publication will be like a mini-Catalyst that appears from time to time 
between publication of the Catalyst issues. We plan to feature social 
media posts from members and libraries, photos from around the state, 
and interesting stories that librarians and staff members have shared via 
their social media accounts. Our eventual goal is to make sure that we are 
hitting all of our channels so that we reach the widest audience possible 
with our stories and publications.  
 
The Communications Committee has also taken over the Sched account 
for the ILA conference. Sched allows us to have a better interface for all of 
the session planning and scheduling. Members can sign in for free by 
creating an account and see who else is attending the conference. It’s like 
a small, social network for conferences.   
 
Finally, we have also tried to incorporate more infographics into our 
updates and social media posts. Infographics can carry just the right 
amount of information while also being pleasing to the eye, so expect to 
see more of those in the near future.  
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